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LANGET. 
Always INSIST on CADBURY'S, as adulterated Cocoas are sometimes pushed ir ot profit. 
Be very particular what you drink in these days of adulteration. It is most 
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quality, entirely free from such drugs as Kola. 
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PLAYER’S IS SOLD EVERYWHERE IN PACKETS AND TINS ONLY. 
Ask at all Tobacco Sellers, Stores, Ac, aud take no other. ‘The Genuine bears the 
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Anda Smoky Chimney 


are said to be two of life’s greatest evils. Perhaps they are. Certainly 
scolding wife is a sore evil under the sun. But then some men need a wus. 
scolding every now and then—anyhow they get it, whether they need or n. | 
And a Smoky Chimney! Well, that’s sooner remedied than the Scolding Wit | 
Call the Builder in. And if you suffer from other evils, say Indigestion, W: | 
on the Stomach, Biliousness, Liver Complaints, Spasms, Sick Headache, 4 
call at the nearest Chemist, and buy .a box of Page Woodcock’s Wind Pi: | 
1 
| 


Ih 


Take them as directed, and you will find out all the big things said about th: 
are truc. 

Read what this good man says. A Lay Preacher writes from Stocktus. 
on-Tees: “For 4@ ycars I have been a martyr to Indigestion and Liy 
Complaint. My sufferings were intense and almost incessant. The le: 
doctors told me I suffered from Chronic, Indigestion, and gave up my case 
hopeless. Seeing an advertisement of Page Woudcock’s Wind Pills, I resolv. 
to give them a trial. The results were little short of a miracle. The pain |h::- 
entirely left me,.and I now enjoy the best of heaJth. No mere words c: 
express the gratitude I feel. Publish my statement world-wide if you plea- 
Lut not my name and address; give these to all enquirers, and refer tl: 
to ime.” 

Mrs. Lawrence (a Farmer’s wife) writes from Mid-Rasen, Lincolnshire 
“For a long time I suffered severely from Indigestion and Wind in th 
Stomach, having had to call the doctor. After he had prescribed for me |: 
some time, he (the doctor) said, ‘I can do nothing more for you.” My husban. : 
urged ine to try your Wind Pills; the same evening he brought me a box, an: 
I commenced to take them. In a few days I was quite well, and able to gi: 
up, and now enjoy excellent health. My mother, who suffered in the sam: 
way, took them with the same good result.” 

Page Woodcock’s Wind Pills being purely Vegetable, Tasteless, and Mil! 
and Tonic in their action, may be taken with perfect safety by the mo-i 
delicate of either sex. 


See that 


you get 
Page Woodcock’s Wind Pills are sold by all Medicine Vendors at 1s. 1111 


: and 2s. 9d., or are sent free for price by Page Woodcock, Lincoln. 
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WEEK ENDING JANUARY 11, 1899. 


Sinema eas, [Oxe Pesny. 


Mr. Coat: “Going down?” 
Mr. Mercury: “ Yes.” 
Mr. Coal: “Then I’m going up.” 


ee 3 


First Hen: “ Why 60 sad, dear?” P 
Second Hen: “ That near-sighted golf player mistook 
my newest egg for the ball. There’s one consolation ; 
he’s sad, too.” 
2 


“Youne Brown is asking everybody what he shall 
call his new baby.” 

Better call it Gimlet.” 

“Gimlet! Why, who ever heard of such a name?” 

“Well, he’s an awful little bore.” 


oo 


Mr. Lopcer: “ Well, we might as well look out for 
steady cold weather now.” 

Mrs. : “When did you set up for a weather 
prophet ?” ae 

ir. : “That window which has been sticking 
fast all summer has come loose.” 


> 2 ee 


Tue MrnisTEE: “ What are your commands, gracious 
highness P” 2 
mpress of China: “ You might as well suppress a 
few more country newspapers.” ; 
“ But there are no more to suppress, your highness. 
“Then start a few for the purpose.” 
ie 


“Ma, Johnnie kicked me.” 

“ What cid you do to him?” 

“T only bit him.” , 

“Well, he wouldn’t have kicked you if you hadn't 
— him first. You ought to feel sorry.” 

“ 


“Sorry for what ?” 
“Sorry I didn’t bite him after he kicked me.” 
nat fe 


As to Striking Matches. 


“I way be wrong,” said the little woman in the 
corner of the ’bus, “but I fully believe that a man 
would strike a match on the tombstone of his mother,” 
and her eyes snapped and her cheeks flushed at the idea 
of such a sacrilege. 

Go where one will, into the most out-of-the-way place 
or corner to te « match, tell-tale streaks will be 
found as positive proof that a match-striker has Leen 
there before. Raise the drapery about the mantel and 

underneath, and there, n, will come in view 
cabalistic brown tracks, the “ bluzed” way, as it 
were, of the match-striking guild. 

On every side of lamp-pos' oO prt and window 
frames are to be found the trail of the successor of the 
tinder box and steel. Street corners, every Imp post, 
door-posts, bottoms of chairs, and edges of wardrobes, 
washstands, and dressing-tables possess the hiero—or 
pyro—glyphics. 

Even church edifices are not sacred when the moment 
demands a light. Even altar rails have been visited by 
the same touch. In fact, there is no place too sacred 
or too much out of the way to have at one time or 
another received the necessary friction required to 
secure a light. : 

When Cleopatra’s needle was placed in its present 
position the bore traces, among the almost 
obliterated hieroglyphics, of the passing of the match. 
It is said that the same modern signs can be found upon 
the top-knot rei the sphinx in Egypt, and upon the top 


eoee 
with a match, and a slight blaze being a neces- 
city, the regs vi! meee os Agere spot to obtain 
ction. variety stage, even, 
the production of flame from the salphanesipped ome 
of wood is utilised by queer! perry mum to 
to see. 


‘A made-up bald head is an at re and far- 
nishes the desired place for coaxing flame 


a laugh from the theatre patrons. It always 
and would have been a star lormance 
eceval with Joe Miller’s joke book had matches been in 


She Never Was a Boy. 


WHEN I come home the other night 
With an ugly-lookin’ eye 

That Ihad got out of a fight 
Poor ma commenced to cry, 

But when I told pa how it was 
He clapped his hands for joy 

And told me I'd done well, because 
Once he had been a hoy. 

“ Boys will be boys,” I heard him say; 

“ They won't be otherwise, 

And the one that learns to fight his way 
Is the one that wins the prize; 

When I was his age fightin’ was 
My greatest earthly joy—’” 

But ma, she kept on cryin’ ’cause 
She never was a boy. 


My golly, but I'd hate to be 
A girl with fluffy hair. 
And ra ‘ay as A, B, C, 

With clothes too clean to wear! 
When ma was small I s’pose she was 
Red-cheeked and sweet and coy— 
But, ob, the fun that missed her ‘cause 

She never was a boy. 


ie 


. Two of a Kind. 


Patrick O’Mags, a private in the 104th, went to the 
Colonel of his regiment and asked for a two weeks’ leuve 
of absence. The Colonel wasa severe disciplinarian, who 
did not believe in extending too many piace to his 
men, and did not hesitate in using a subterfuge in evad- 
ing the ting of one. 

* Well,” said the Colonel, “what do you want a two 
weeks’ furlough for?” ‘ 

Patrick answered: “My wife is very sick, and the 
children are not well, and if ye didn’t mind, she would 
like to have me home for a few weeks to give her a bit 
of assistance.” 

The Colonel eyed him for a few minufes and said: 
“ Patrick, I might grant your request, but I got a letter 
from your wife this morning saying that she doesn't want 
you home; that you were a nuisance and raised the 
dickens whenever you were there. She hopes I won't let 
you have any more furloughs.” ; ° 
“ That settles it. I suppose Ican't have the furlough, 
then ? ” said Pat. 

“No; I'm afraid not, Patrick. It wouldn't be well 
for me to t it under the circumstances.” 

It was Patrick’s turn now to eye the Colonel, as he 
started for the door. Stopping suddenly, he said : 
“Can I say something to yez, sir?” 

“ Certainly, Patrick, what is it?” 

“You won't be angry, sir, if I say it?” 

“Certainly not, Patrick; what is it ?” 

“J want to say there are two splendid liars in this 
room, and I'm one of them. I was never married in me 
life.” 


“THEy say Dobbins’ wife has a mania for giving 


erything.” 
me = Thea she couldn't even keep her temper.” 
eee Fe 


« Wuart a strange expression on the face of the gen- 

tleman at the foot of the table.” 

“Yes, he has either committed a murder or he 

expects to be called on for a speech.” 

——sjo—___ 

“Tue painting of that winter 

De Brush his life.” 

o nor 80?” 

“ re. 

C Of himeeif or his picture?” 
——t {es 

Port: “Here's a little poem I dashed off. Can you 

blish it?” 

PrEditor : “It'll look well in print. I sappose £5 won't 

be too much, will it?” 

Poet: “ That's more than I os 

Editor: “Perhaps it is, but that’s cheapest we 

could print it for.” 


landscape cost 


“THAT'S FROM P.W.I™ 


Sue: * Ada has married one man out of a thousan1.” 
He: * Well, how many did you expect her to marry ; 
two or three ¥” 
—_———= f = 
“Just listen Low they are pounding the floor with 
their feet,” said the tragedian bebind the curtain. 
* Yes,” said the leading lady, “tbat is the stamp of 
public approval.” 
ss § oe 
“THat elopement in high life was so romantic, They 
stole out——” 
“No, no, you mustn't say that; they belong to the 
best society. You should say, ‘They klepto- 


maniacked.’ 
——}j—__ 


“M. Laurance, the famous duellist, looked more 
than surprised when his advergary's sabre crushed down 
on hie skul).” 

“I don't see that he need have been astonished.” 

“ Ah. but remember such a thing had never entered 
his head befure.” 

—_-—~»j———___ 

Mrs. Myxes: “I told Mrs. Styles I had heaped coals 
of fire on her head. snd she looked worried.” 

Mrs. Fyles : * What made her look worried do you 


rs. Myles : “She didn’t know whether they were on 
straight or not.” 


— — fo - 


“Wuat if I were one of those husbands, my dear, 
who get up cross in the morning, and bang things about 
a oe everything over just because the coffee is 
cold?” 

“John,” responded his wife, “I would make it hot 
for you.” 

As her words zdmitted of more than one interpreta- 
tion, John said nothing about the coffee. 


2 
Augustus Anderson at Andover. 


AUGUSTUS ANDERSON’s Aunt Abbie anxiously awaited 
Augustus’s arrival at Andover. Aunt Abbie annually 
asked Augustus, and Augustus always accepted, and 
autumn after autumn, arrived at Andover as arranged. 

Augustus arrived and anxiously asked Aunt Abbie 
about apples. Aunt Abbie answered, “ Aye, Augustus, 
apples are abundant.” Augustus ate an apple, and 
Aunt Abbie asked Augustus’s assistance about arranz- 
ing asters. Augustus assisted Aunt Abbie about any- 
thing asked, and Aunt Abbie always appreciated 
Augustus’s amiable acts. 

Aunt Abbie’s asters artistically arranged, Augustus 
asked Aunt Abbie about afternoon amusements. Aunt 
allowed Augustus any agreeable amusements appro- 
priate and attainable. 

Augustus ardently admired Andrew Arnold, architect, 
and aleo Andrew's adjacent antiquated abode. 
Augustus’s attention amus:d Andrew. 

Augustus accompanied Andrew around Andover, 
askiny about architecture, and Andrew accommodatingly 
answered all Augustus asked. 

As afternoon advanced, Augustus again arrived at 
Aunt Abbie’s abode, and Andrew's and Augustas's 
appearance illayed Aunt Abbie’s anxiety about 
Augustus’s absence. 

Augustus’s abstracted air attracted Aunt Abbie’s 
attention, and Aunt Abbie asked about Augustus's 
afternoon amusements. Augustue’s animated account 
amused Aunt Abbie, also Augustus’s anxiously asking 
about accompanying Andrew Arnold uround Andover 
another afternoon. Aunt Abbie amiably assented. 

Aunt Abbie's assistant, Ann, arran; an appetising 
array. Auguetus’s appetite appeased, Aunt Abbie 
arranged vee rea attic apartment, and Augustus 
agilely _ « e e e 


Aunt Abbie and Ann awoke, and Augustus, already 
— ay Boge Spyeares. After Aunt wee 
iabhis crecnd, almiving ullfcea? Aiaikeeagaeas te 
assisting Aunt Abbie and Ann, and anxiously awaiting 
—— Andrew Arnold, and additional adventures 
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WEEE ENDING 
Jan. 14, 1899. 


CTHIRD INSTALMENT.) 


— Ae 


SUMMARY OF FIRST AND SECOND INSTALMENTS. 

Mr Smith, who tells the story, takes up his position as nesistant- 
master at Dr. Bunderby's School for the Suns of Gent!emen. His first 
efforts to impress the boys with a sense of his authority result in o 
ignominious fi:ilure. He th-n makes the acquaintance of Dr. Bun- 
derby's durghter, the housekeeper, who induces him to try to make 
one of the loys take two pills. Smith, however, fails to obtain his 
end, and the pills are consigned to the fre. 


CHAPTER III. 
War Between Couvitte axp Myser. 

I was strolling round the playground one evening, 
waiting for the time to arrive when the boys should be 
summoned to the schoolroom to prepare their work for the 
morrow, when Dr. Bunderby emerged from the house and 


walked in his usual stately and dignified manner towards 
me. After we had commented on the weather at some 
peng and wondered whether a particularly black cloud 
in the sky meant rain or whether it just meant nothing, the 
Doctor turned to me quite suddenly and said: 

“Oh, by the way, 


r. Smith, I should like you to take 


Doctor to believe that I could pray successfully, but what- 
ever it was, he had tably misread the There 
is an opinion a men of the world that he who secks 


peared Nico ssqalic sfimaangiig Lt avy. and thea 
s3if capable i own. bh 
shpat on, like Secat others of Mee kind, is sbatios tre 
degree, and unworthy of the serious anal; of thi 
men, yet it is a very convenient rule to shelter one’s se! 
behind in an emergency. 
I have seen a political candidate, hopelessly floundering 
through a policy of fallacious economies, suddenly Asie this 
antic 


igram and fling it at a meeting to a storm of on 
: ete 


. When the Doctor left me to reflect upon pro- 
I thought of this very axiom and tested 
myself by it. I could not honestly say that on the various 
occasions of my life when I had prayed for exalted virtues 
for myself, I had ever been by any reliable results, 
and I felt therefore that I was hardly the to inspire 
a with o reasonable prospect of success in this 
on. 


di : 
* Besides—the boys! The bare idea of setting me up asan 
interceder for these graceless ruffians, long 


even 

which a mo, If could & casual 

he i ‘or such moral poor tera fs valance Doctor 
mse: 


He was a really and pious old man, who always it 
ie an Sinomasieae 


trated by 


I did not 
seepage! destiny 
to such an extent, and 
I went to the Doctor’s 
study and said I 
would rather he took 
the prayers himself 
while I assisted in the 
audience. 

Tho Doctor seemed 
: a little hurt at my de- 
pete My cision, and Providence 

< is my witness that I 
would have lost a limb 
rather than have 
pained the excellent 
old fellow for a 
», momentunnecessarily. 

kK He looked thoughtful 
for a while, and then 
said he had under- 
stood that I was quite 
sound on the Thirty- 
nine articles. I as- 
sured him to the effect 
that I was as sound 
come as o drum in that 
direction, but that I doubted my ability to inspire feelings 
of proper reverence on devout occasions. The Doctor 
himsclf was the ideal embodiment of a prayerful person. 

He had aclenn-shaven upper-lip and a fat, round chin, 
and if he hadn’t got a prayer-book handy he could pray 
from memory with the conviction of an archangel. I am 
ae liko he at all. A “ sore once told me that 
judging from my appearance I was very keen on gamblin 
and horse-racing, and though I never gamble, and have 
never seen a horse race in my life, I can quito understand 
that an appearanco like that is not the kind to awe a class 
of sinful boys into reverence and the loftier emotions. 

After some debate the doctor was gocd enough to yield 
to me on the point, but he asked that I would take prayers 
for that evening at least, as ho had relied on the 
alteration being made, and had made arrangements 
accordingly. I had, therefore, no help for it but to comply. 
As soon as supper-time came, and the boys had put away tho 
books and games with which they amused themselves after 
the hour’s study in the evenings, I crawled in a flabby con- 
dition to the platform, and feebly announced that, at tho 
Doctor’s request, I was about to conduct prayers. 

2 bor ggled. It was Colville, I feltsure. I could havo 
brai: im for it. I stood up there before those boys 
trying to compose myself into a prayerful framo of mind, 
and all the whilo I was craving for a human life, for the 
fresh, warm, bubbling blood of—Colville! 

I did not consider that it would havo been decent to 
notice the painful interruption at the moment; but I made 
a mental note that I would have it out with Colvillo for 
this as soon as I had done asking blersings on us all, It 
was fortunate that the rest of the bore accepted tho situa- 
tion without open comment, tho I could not fail to 
notice, from the stray glances significantly exchanged, that 
two or three, at least, of the 8 were prepared to bet 
that I would bungle the ceremony. 

As it happened, however, the ings terminated 
without a hitch, doubtless owing to the fact that oogals, 
ing how gravely scandalous any breakdown would he, I put 
my whole soul into the business desperately, and made a 
life or death fight of it. The Doctor had lent me his largo 
prayer-book, and with more or less vigour, SA ay any two 
columns an a half of it over those depraved ‘or their 
“= be pg I have always trusted since then that 

idence in its mercy took due note of the fact that I 
was a mere amateur at the function, and that it did not 
deprive my fellow sinners of any extra benefits that, in my 
inexperience, I may have omitted to pray for. 

As soon as prayers were over, the boys filed out a 
to custom into the supper-room. When they roz0 to go 


ordered Colville to remain behind. There was going to be 
a fight ; I had made up my mind to that ; andC and 
I would conduct the enterprise be us. I reached 


Ww 
down and produced the cane 
from my drawer, resolved 
that something had to be 
done to maintain discipline, 
and that I was the man to 
do it. 

When the other boys had 
gone I rose from my chair 
and walked sternly to the 


bp of the platform. 
“ Colville,” I said, “come ° as 
here, sir.” 


Delightfully Funny Story T 


The boy rose from his seat and walked up to me without 
hesitation. His checks had reddened alittle, perhaps; but, 
except for this, he was as cool as if he were about to cone 
duct a penknife swap with a duller boy thun himself. 

“Colville,” I said firmly, “when I announced my inten- 
tion to take prayers, you giggled in an abominally wicked 
manner. Now,I have put up with a good deal from you 
since I came here, and I’m not going to have any morc of 
your nonsense. Hold out your hand, sir.” 

With a faint, half-sneering smile he put his hand straight 
out; indeed, I could not help notigng that he had the 
effrontery to hold it up higher than ho need have done in 
cutee (tas I might strike it with more convenience to 
myself. 

One, two, three, four. I brought the cano down sharply 
on the outstretched palm four times in nig 2 succession. It 
was a tolerably severe punishment for a lad of twelve, but 
he never winced, though I could see by his compressed lips 
that he was straining every nerve to avoid crying out, At 
the fomth stroke I stopped, for, in spite of himself, his 
hand had begun to quiver slightly, though he would not 
withdraw it. Tho exhibition disgusted me, and I pitched 
the cane on the desk behind me, and told him to follow the 
others into supper. 

Ho gave a quict sniff of defiance and walked to his desk 
at the far corner of the room, where he remained for some 
moments apparentl pictge Dl for a book. I ceased to 
concern myself with the lad’s movements, and began to 
othe Le my own books and papers and to turn out some 

C) ta. 

Presently the boy went to the door, which was midway 
between his desk and the platform, and stood there for a 
moment, apparently in hesitation. I turned to bid him 
begone, and at the same moment a weighty volume on Latin 
prose composition, the heaviest in the school library, came 
whizzing at my head. The corner of it just my 
cheek as I ducked mechanically ; and I hardly like to think 
of what might have happened if the missile had caught mo 
squarely as designed. Y sprang blindly towards the boy, 
agg ad gone witHout waiting to see the effect of his 

01 


A wel volume of Latin prose composition came 
vaeny whizzing et my head. 


After the first scare had passed, I sat down to think it 
over. Icame to the conclusion that either I or Colville 
would have to leave the school at once. What I wanted 
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seemed to me had done the square thing by tants soda chiwusal . Lasyariae tha yrees encanta 
all his life. Aad 10 2 Bel Snown lim te over those but I do not feel entitled on account to flatter myself 
boys most eloquently forthe best part of half-an-hour, after that I killed him. He bly lived in a different 
which t their rooms with an air of Se ths coor, ah Seed eee Man ail oe eee ee 
cree igs cat oe then rip up thirty shillings’ worth his relatives would have looked to me for the 
in Ww funeral wrecked Jetel 
on out this sequence of cauie and effect, I was nmittineinu£ea - 
_ Me Oe Te y But with a boy of twelve or thirteen there was nothing 
— n cold. [ie 8 to be done that I could see. Shales hams Sit thn Dede 
Sedsiothes, I felt eure that after” ie oregrrapiwesry esang tbemeyr pinto f perge fied ae ran: 
wrestling with the angels on thetr Gehalf, theeo Bends ra aaa alae my inability to cote wa tooubles for myscil, Tight 
9 . own 4 
would have been in looting and sacking the entire | He put als band Straight cut. Mave tase lie ages Tay veon ent aiaeed orcs eh 
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tenco into him; but Iam nota hero, and I do not make a 
very good show as a Spartan pedagogue. 

It was very wrong and entirely subversive of all good 
methods of discipline, but I couldn't help taking to 
the youngster for his sturdy pluck during the cane opera- 
tions. So TI let the peng, Cre yy a difficulty for the | 
moment, and went to sce the boys off to bed. 

I did not refer to the matter during the whole of the | 
next day, though I saw Colville two or three times. He, 
ou his part, wore the old look of defiance whenever our 


“Well, Seashell § said, looking him squarely in 
the 


face, “what is it?’’ 


eyes met, though once I fancied I saw his face slightly 
change colour as he saw the trifling scratch which his book 
had made on my cheek. There was nothing inhis conduct 
that day to intimate that he desired to continue the hosti- 
lities; but, on the other hand, there was every evidence 
that if called upon to do battle for the right, his right arm 
was all that he would rely on. He had the air of one who 
cesired to live at peace with all men, but who kept his gun 
lcaded all the same so as not to miss any of the fun as 
62<n a3 it should start. 

Receiving as I did this impression of the boy's attitude, 
I vas taken a little nback to see him approaching me in 
the playground during the evening. The hardened smile 
cf defiance had gone from his face, and he came up to me 
a3 if [were an object of admiration. I pretended at first 
rct to have noticed him, but snatching his ses off and | 
replacing it again in accordance with the usual form of 
8 hoalhoy deference, he stcod right in my path. | 

“ Please sir,” he began, as if he had some news to tell me. | 

“Well, Colville,” I eaid, looking him squarely in the face, | 
“what is it?” 
‘ “Please, sir, you never told the Doctor I shied that 

col 1? 

“No, Colville, I did not tell Dr. Bunderby.” i 

‘Lhere was a queer damp look about the boy's eyes, so une 
expected that it almost brought a similar qneerness into 
hiy own, 


very sorry I shied that book—and I won't do it again.” 

{ patted him on the shoulder in a very desperate hurry 

indeed, told him it was all right, and that he was a good ' 

boy ; and then I dashed away and went to sit a little while | 
in wy private room. There are times when solitude is very 

e::ertial to persons of dignity. | 

(To be continued.) H 

ee oo 

De. Feesicx : “ Yes, but gout is very insidious. It: 

kills a man inch by inch.” 


Mr. Portwein: “Wow! Don't you mean foot by | 
flot #” : 


—» jo 

Hap Pretty Briprsmatps.—She (vfter the 
wedding): “Let's extend our wedding tour to the 
United States, so we can see the Sult Lake City.” 

He : “ Good idea; let's take the bridesmaids along.” 

—>- 2- —— 

Tue Proressor: “It’s an Arabic manuscript more 
than a thousand years old! You don’t scem to be 
excited about it!” 

The Cynic: “Why, I have plenty of tailors’ bills ' 
heurly as old as that.” 

2 fe ! 

“ Way, I haven’t been able to make a fire in this fire- 
Face all the winter. It doesn’t draw.” 

Landlord: “So? Then it must have saved about 
five pounds for you in fuel. In such a case I'm afraid 

il have to raise your rent.” 


| 


—_— fo 
“Mr. Upnotsterer, I would like to buy a nice 
reception chair. Something new.” 
“ We have just the thing, madam. Here it is. Made 
especially for our firm. Take a seat on it.” { 
.. Dear me! Why, this chair is awful! I couldn't , 
sit on it five minutes. I never sat on such an uncom- | 
fortable thing in my life!” 
* Exactly, madam. That is just the idea. You see, | 
it is made for callers.” 


Do you know that spiders go ballooning ? Protably 


Tough. 


EVERYTHING goes by comparison. The man who 
thinks his own condition almost unendurable has only 
to look about him to find some other man whose case is 
still worse. 


“Teay,” said man to his butcher, “that last piece 


| of steak I bought of you must have come from an animal 


old enough to vote.” 

“Was it eat ey 

ae Well, I should say it was. TI could hardly 
cut it.” 

“Oh, is that all? Well, you ought to have heard 
another man, a day or two ago. He bought a piece 
that he said was so tough he couldn't get his fork into 
the gravy.” 

ee E eee 


Put to the Test. 


Travers: “I want to ask es a question, Suppose 
that five years from now should be walking the 
streets, clothed literally in rags, wearing a battered old 
hat and shoes full of holes. ould you think enough 
of me then to take me by the hand, buy me a new outtit, 
give me a bath, put five pounds in my hand, and send 
me away with your blessing ? ” 

Dasher: “ Why, of course I would. How absurd!” 

Travers: “Then, bring the scene u little nearer. 
Suppose that in four years from now you should meet 
me as I have described myself, with this exception— 
hos _ a good hat. Would you still do the sare 

hing 2?” 

Dasher: “ Why, certainly! What——” 

Travers: “ Make it still nearer. Call it three years, 
and say I didn’t need a bath. Throw off the blessing, 
and make it two years.” 

Dasher (facetiously) : “Make it a year, with a good 
pair of shoes—eh? Substitute a new suit, and——" (a 
great light dawning on him) “ Oh——” 


FUR ROBES MADE OF DOGS, 


“I RecENTLY had occasion to go some distance Lack 
from the railway and into an almost unbroken wilder- 
ness. during one of my north-western trips, and there I 
came upon a man who has struck a practical trail that 
will lead_him to prosperity and probably to wealth.” 
writes a P.W’. correspondent from Canada. 

“ He tried to sell me a number of wolf skins to muke 
a sleighrolbe. When I asked him where he grew his 
rohes he looked somewhat confused, then tried a bit of 
a bluff, and finally, when he became convinced that he 
could not impose upon me, he told me the story of hia 
business undertaking. 

“Five years ago Mie visited the pounds of various 
cities and gathered up all of the long-haired black dogs 
he could find. Then he bought a number of fine-bred 
Newfoundlands, shepherd doga, and spaniels, aud 
shipped them home, ostensibly to start breeding 
kennels. 

“ By judicious breeding and crossing he has greatly 
improved the fur qualities of these animals, producing i 
coat that is long, soft, silken, and very durable. They 
are encouraged to run and take a great deal of active 
exercise, are carefully fed und occasionally groomed. an 
operation which they very much enjoy, capering and 
barking with delight whenever the bradhes and comhs 
are brought out. 

“The puppies and their mothers are cared for in the 
most painstaking fashion. All short-haired pups are 
put ont of the way, and great attention is given to P - 
serving fur the breeding pens all animals that show 
improvement in the quality, length, or thickness, of 
their coats. 

“When they reach a suitable age they are fed and 
handled with an eye to making them hardy and bringing 
out thick, long hair. For this purpose they are, at the 
approach of cold weather, left more and more out of 
doors, and are taken in only at night, when they might 


Travers: “ And. if you are a man of your word, let ; suffer from exposure. 


me have five pounds.” 
eee en ee 


A Novel Cough Remedy. 


Tue following is from a doctor connected with an in- 
stitution where there are many children :— 

“There is nothing more irritable to a cough than a 
cough. For some time I have been so fully assured of 
this that I determined. for one minute at least, to lessen 
the number of coughs heard in a certain ward in a hos- 
pital of the institute. 

“ By the promise of rewards and punishments, I suc- 
eceded in inducing them to simply hold their breath 
when tempted to cough, and in a little while I was my- 


“ After this stage until the day they are killed they 
are kept muzzled whenever let loose, in order that they 
ey not fight, and thereby impair the value of their 

ts. 
ar Thus far only black dogs are bred, but after these 
have reached the desired state of perfection red dogs are 
to be taken in hand and brought to the same degree of 
excellence. This man says that within ten years he will 
be able to supply a luprobe that will surpass for beauty 
anything in that line ever seen. The demand at present 
is for black skins, and these are so fine and soft that he 
has suggested that some of them be made yp intu 
garments as an experiment. Later, he intends trying 
woolly dogs as a rival to the fashionable astrakhan. 


| s The night I slept at this farm I had for a hed-cover 


i 


self surprised to see how some of the children entirely | a role made from the skins of six Newfoundland 


recovered from the disease. 


“Constant coughing is precisely like scratching a 


wound on the ontside of the body, So long as it is | astrakhan in the market. 


done the wound will not heal. 

“Let a 
breath, an 
cell, and some benefit will soon be received from this 
process. The nitrogen which is thus refined acts as an 


anodyne to the mucous membrane. allaying the desire | smelliny dogs are kept. 


puppies. It was as soft and pliable us a piece of silk 
| plush, and the hair was finer than that of much of the 
The house was plentifully 
supplied with rugs made from second and third-rate 


Biker when tempted to cough draw a long | skins of dogs that had not developed the desired 
hold it until it warms and soothes every air , qualities. One notable feature of all the 


its he showed 

There is a wonderful 
pect, and only clean 
All other points being favour- 


me was the absence of odour. 
difference in dogs in this res 


_ | to cough, and giving the throat and lungs a chance to | able, this one bars the creature from the breeding- 
“ Please, sir,” he blurted out, “I want to say that—I'm | heal. At the eame time, a suitable medicine will aid | pens.” 


Nature in her effort to recuperate.” 
ef 


Cousining. 


A country gentleman lately ariived on horseback at 


2 commerciul seaport, and immediately repuired to the | 
! 


house of a relative, a lady who had married a merchant. 
The inmates were glad to see him, and invited him to 


' make cheir house his home, as he had declared his inten- 


tion of remaining in the city but a day or two. His horse 
was sent round to a livery stable in the neighbourhood. 

Finally, his visit became a visitation, and the 
merchant, after a lapse of eleven days, found thut, 


beside lodying and bourding the gentleman, a pretty | 
considerable bill had run up at the liver 


stable. 
Accordingly, he went to the man who kept the stable, 
and told him when the gentleman took his horse he 
must pay his Dill. A 
“Very good, sir.” said the stuble-keeper; “ I under- 
stand you.” 
Accordingly, ina short time. the ihre 
g 


ntleman 
went to the stable and ordered his horse to 


ot ready. 


' The bill was, of course, presented. 


“Oh!” said the gentleman. Mr. Jones, my relutive, 
will pay this.” er 

“Very good, sir,” said the stuble-keeper ; “please to 
get an order from Mr. Jones, it will do as goud as 
money.” A 

The horse was put up again. and the country gentle- 
man went down to Long Wharf, which the merchant 
kept. 

Le Well,” said he, “Iam going now.” 

“ Are you?” said the merchant. “Good-bye!” 

© Well. about my horse, the man says the bill must be 


paid for his keeping.” 


“T suppose that is all right, sir.” 
“ Yeo—well, but, you know, I am your wife's cousin.” 
© Yes,” said the merchant, “ I know you are, but your 


| horze is not!” 


| grocer to Ict the hens sit on them a little longer.” 


z wp Qee a 
A MAN who was recently married says that his bride 
remarked one morning at the breakfast table: * What 
miserable little eggs aguin! I really must tell the 


ae ae 

Litter Dot: “Mumma, I was playin’ with your lest 
tea-sct while you were away, an’ when you bring it out 
for company you'll be shocked, ’cause you'll think one 
of the cups has a hair in it; but it isn’t i hair.” 

Mamma: “ What is it?” 

Little Dot: “ It’s only a crack.” 

—» § = —— 

A SensiBLE Giri.—He (timidly): “Now that we 
are eek I~—I presume I may—may kiss you us 
much as I please. mayn't 1?” 

She (encouragingly) : “ Yes, indeed. Make the must 
of your time, dear. There’s no telling how long an 
engagement will last nowadays, you know.” 


£2 2s, FOR PHOTOS OF SEA SCENES. 


Tur Lifeboat Saturday Fund is willing to offer £2 23. for 
the best snap-shot of the sea in rough weather. Dhotu- 
graphs are wanted of lifeboatmen on active duty, or of 
wrecks during or after a gale, or of any interesting sight of 
the kind. 

Readers who are in possession of such pictures shoul 
send them along in envelopes marked “ Sra,” to reach this 
office by Monday, February 15th. 

Every endeavour will be made to return attempts & 
sufficient postage is inclosed, but the Editor cannot 08 
responsible for loss or damage. 

Those photographs reproduced will be paid for at the 
ate of half-a-crown each, and competitors may sand ia aay 
number of attempts. 


not, but you will learn how and where in the ATHLETIC RECORD 
le on Wednesday next. 
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Questions Worth 
Answering. 


REPLIES. 


4347. In bli Part of the World is Ready Money Worth 
08 


“Paper” money not Leing ready money the countries 
where the former is most prevalent are those where the 
latter is of most value. The South American Republics, 
and, in Europe, Italy, Spain, and Portugal, are amongst 
those countries having the paper currency. 
Perhaps Portugul exceeds them all, for there even 
copper coins are #y no means plentiful, their place being 
supplied by notes of the “ Banco da Portugal,” as low 
as a denomination of 250 reis, equivalent at par to two- 
pence-haifpenny of our money, but actually, at present, 
worth rot two-thirds of that. Silver money is very 
scarce, and as for gold, though a “crown,” worth about 
£2 4s. English, exists, it is seldom seen. Another 
criterion of where ready money is worth most is found 
in the cost of discount, and there Lisbon pretty fre- 
quently heads the daily list with 6 per cent., though 
Calcutta, from different causes, happens to equal that 
just now. 


4851. Is it Possible to Cut out Square Holes by 
Machinery ? 

Some years ago there was exhibited at Manchester a 
machine which did cut square holes, but it never came 
to anything in the way of practical or commercial 
success, probably because of the development of 
hydraulic power which makes it possible to punch holes 
of any shape in almost any material. Then there are 
other machines for morticing, etc., which do cut holes 
square, oblong, and of other shapes. These, however, 
do not cut out square finished holes in the sense that 
an augur cuts out a circular hole, and if we adhere to 
the strict meaning of the word “cut,” we shall have to 
say that, with the exception of the machine first alluded 
to, it is not possible to cut finished square holes by 
machinery. 


4353. Of Britain's Voluntarily Abandoned Conquests, 
which would be Most Yaluable to her now ? 

It is curious to reflect that the rich prizes of con- 

est in the late Spanish-American War—Cuba and the 

hilippines—were at one time simultaneously in the 
hands of Great Britain. They were the last of the 
brilliant series of colonial acquisitions in the war which 
was closed by the Treaty of Paris in 1762. The easy 
acquiescence of Lord Bute would have handed these 
spoils back to Spain without even asking compensation, 
but the protests of the Cabinet secured us a partial 
equivalent in the Peninsula of Florida, which was lost 
to us again on the revolt of the United States. The 
value of the Philippines as 2 coaling station in the East 
is demonstrated by the eagerness with which a foothold 
there is coveted by all Powers with Asiatic possessions. 
To us they would be especial value from 
their qeogeephicsl relation to Australia, etc. 
Cuba ad, and has, magnificent possibilities 
which have been utterly wasted under the selfish 
Spanish domination. Dung the few months of British 
rule its “ over-sea ” commerce expanded tenfold, and all 
its industries revived, only to relapso immediately on 
its abandonment. The mutual gain by its retention 
would have bzen incalculable. The value of the 
Transvaal as a gold-fie!d. the consequent immigration 
of British subjects, and the political turmoil which its 
ambiguous position has created, make its fatuous 
cession worthy of mention in this connection; but it 
has not the permane it importance which those Eastern 
and Western isles might have attained in the hands of 
a great naval Power like Britain, particularly in view 
of late developments, 
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4348, What Great National Movement has been Succeeded 
by the Mcst Profound Reaction ? 


The reaction which followed the excesses of the 
French Revolution is without parallel in history. The 
enthusiasm for Republican liberty and equality was in 
a few years transformed into enthusiasm for a military 
despotism. In 1794 Louis XVI. was executed for being 
a hereditary king, though with but nominal r; in 
1804 Napoleon Buonaparte was created hereditary 
emperor, with almost absolute authority. The contrast 
between the republican simplicity of the early revolu- 
tionists and the tinselled the Imperial court 
was Te ic . Such a violent Page rapid en 
was possible amongst a exceptionally 
volatile character. The Pekin ol Cromwell and the 
Puritans in our own history was followed by a reaction 
at the Restoration, but it was incomparably milder. 
The political opinions of the mass of the English people 
remained substantially unchanged, but the severity of 
the rule of the saints provoked a bap, abel rebound 
into licentiousness amongst the higher classes. 


4349. How is it that Hardly a Single Ancient Writer 
Refers to the Phosphorescence of the fea? 


There are several reasons for this, of which the 
following are the chief: The Ancients seldom ventured 
far te dl from the coast; they hugged the shore if ooo 
and pulled up at night on some convenient beach, hence 
they did not often see phosphnesens at all. Their 
ships were merely boats, not built or rigged for sailing 
close to the wind, which is the most favourable position 
for observing this poe All such phenomena 
were regarded by the Ancients as being of evil omen— 
the superstition with regard to St. Elmo’s fire is a sur- 
vival of this belief—and hence the appearence when 
seen would not be much talked of. Then, too, the 
Ancients, saving, perhaps, only the Phoenicians, hated 
the sea and its works, and seem to have been 
curiously insensible to the beauties of Nature. Lastly, 
it is stated that the minute organisms which produce 
phosphoresence are infinitely more plentiful in those 
seas which were known to the Ancients than they are 
now, in consequence of the extermination of whales and 
other marine animals which preyed upon them. 


4350. What is the origin of Plaiting Straw in the Manes 
and Tails of Horses that are to be Sold at Fairs? 


From time immemorial straw, probably because of its 
inseparable connection with bread, the staff of life, has 
had a more or less sacred significance. Our fore- 
fathers strewed their altars with it, and swore on it as 
we swear on the Bible. It is a to understand how 
this practice would lead to the stalk of corn being used 
as the symbol of a binding contract. For instance, the 
Latin for a stalk is stipulatio whence naturally 
comes “stipulation.” In medixval times the presenta- 
tion of a stalk of corn was a sign of service and faith. 
So, too, at hiring fairs in later times servants wishing to 
be hired carried a straw in their mouths; and in the 
days when unscrupulous persons deliberately hired 
themselves out to litigants to give any evidence that was 
wanted, they wore straws in their shoes, from which 
custom we have the saying “man of straw ”—a person 
of no material or moral worth. The horse with straw 
laited in his mane and tail is perhaps the last surviving 
instance of the significance of straw as implying or 
binding a contract. 


4852. Has a Member of Parliament ever been Punished 
by the House for Divulging the Debates? 


Till fairly recently in practice and up to the present 
time in theory, the Parliamentary debates are secret, 
and anyone publishing the same is guilty of breach of 
privilege. In the reign of Henry VII. an M.P. was 
committed to the Tower for six months for revealing the 
secret debates of the House to the King. A special Act 
was passed to prevent him and his posterity from ever 
sittingin the Houseagain. Inthereign of Queen Elizabeth, 
Arthur Hall, M.P. for Grantham, an eccentric and disso- 
lute character, whose whole life was spent in conflict with 
authority was fined £500 for publishing the delibera- 
tions of the House, together with scurrilous reflections 


ey 
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in the 6 


ker and the ministers. He was also 
imprisoned for six months and expelled from the 


House, but he was ultimately re-clected. In the 
eighteenth century the of the debates was still 
preserve and Dr. Johnson and other great reporters 
‘ound it necessary to report the proceedings of the 
House under feigned names. As recently as 1872, Mr. 
Bi successfully insisted that the reporters should 
withdraw during a debate. 


4355. Which Country Suffered Most from Defending 
Another Country from an Aggressor? 


upon Athens, ha’ 
of the Persians at 
by traitors within the town, was made upon the 
independence of the Beotian city, the Plateans 
appealed to Athens for succour. Pericles, who 
at that time directed the affairs of the flourish- 
ing Athenian commonwealth, sent a ‘vison to 
Platea and determined to support their liberties 
against the powerful hostile confederacy menacing 
them. Though the successes won by the Athenians 
were numerous and striking, the war ultimately proved 
disastrous. The Spartan Lysander captured Athens, 
destroyed its fortifications, and compelled the citizens 
to submit to a bontating pene aot this proved to 
be a blow from which the Republic never recoveied. 


4356. Does Frowning Really Assist Concentration of 
Thought ? 

Although (as was shown in Reply 2567) very slight 
and apparently insignificant things, such as putting the 
hand to the head, moving the juws us in mastication, 
taking snuff, rubbing the nose, etc., do really assist 
thought, it does not appear that frowning has the same 
effect. For, as very clearly points out, one 
does not frown while thinking, however intently, unless 
some obstacle is encount in the train of thought. 
It is the occurrence of the obstacle that annoys one, 
and produces the frown. That this is so is shown by 
the fact that any physical obstacle encountered un- 
expectedly will bring a frown to the face, whereas 
a in a “brown study,” whose thoughts are 
extremely concentrated, does not, as a rule, frown. It 
is true, of course, that deep thought is not unfre- 
quently accompanied by a frown, but the reason is that 
such thought cannot be carried on long without some 
difficulty or obscurity cropping up. Darwin also 
remarks that when looking at an object which is not 
clearly seen one finds it an assistance to frown slightly 
so as to shut off an excess of light from the eyes, and 
hence, by analogy, in trying to follow up an olscure line 
of thought one may frown unconsciously. 


4358 Which Industry, other than the Manufacture of 
War Material, is Most Benefited by a War? 

Ship-bttilding. In these days of commercial enter- 
prise, when every great nation has its trading fleet, as 
well as its fighting ships, the risks run owing to the 
necessity of obtaining supplies abroad are enormous. 
The scouring of the ceas by the hostile fleetz, the sink- 
ing and capture of ships,so diminish the number of 
vessels on the seas that no industry outside *of that 
which provides war material isso active. The dockyards 
in time of war are kept in a state of incessant activity, 
and every shipbuilding-yard in the landis in full work, 
seeking to orm the almost impossible task of keep- 
ing pace with the wezr and tear of war-time among the 
sea-going craft. Of course, there is extra wear and tear 
with soldiers’ clothing in an active campaign, and this 
lends extra activity to the clothing industries. But, all 
things considered, shipbuilding undoubtedly is the 
industry most benefited bya war. Even when the war 
is over, a long time elapses before the shipbuilding 
trade assumes its normal level of activity. The various 
industries connected with the production of newspapers 
are also greatly benefited by war. 


QUESTIONS. 


4301. Which ic the lest historical illustration of the saying ‘ Those 
who live in glass houses should not throw stones" ? 

4382, . a was the tirst public occasion om which Her Majesty wore 
epectacies 

4383, Why are wen who put paper on walls called -bangers P 

4384, whee did the present system of presenting petitions” to the 
House of Commois commence ? 

4385. Is there any country iu Europe which has been technically at 
Else Which, Coke willie) duilag the preset eeclwey dé 

496, rie $s publis uring cen re 
enriched the Enclish language with the largest number of mew words? 

4387. Which is the most wonderful human curiosity now living ? 

4388, At what period was Britain most powerful ? 

Whie! of is most suitable for 


CONDITIONS. 


We s1.all be giad to reccive fromour readers replies 16 of thy ‘ 
soe at, igh iar rucce a tof ad seni ee aces 
Seolemn for mattcr printed. The eame reader cond tepiiseto 
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“ WILLIE, some things go without saying.” 
“But women are not considered as things.” 


—— 
“T UNDERSTAND that Mra. Smith leads her hus 
a os" life.” ; 
he hy poor fellow. She pets him from morning to 
n 
's" oe oes 
a@ young man who is above the 
average. He's in rather hard luck just now, but he'll 
“ae out on oe —_ day.” kawiil bald, : 
ixon: “ Yes; I eu wi just like 
the rest of us, in ime = ; 
ee 
“ Ancry,” exclaimed his chum, “of course he’s 


Dixon: “There 


angry. He has reason to In a dispute with his 
best ge the other day he offered to bet a box of 
chocolates against a kiss, and she 
“ Well, what of that?” 
“ Why, hie vival ha ed to be present, and suggested 
aye me yould like to be stakeholder, and she aled agreed 
a 
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A victim speaks “On Early Marriages” in this week’s HOME NOTES. 
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M LLIONS BOUGNT FOR |Tailor- Made, Ready-Made, and 


. THOUSANDS. 


A Farry TALE oF FINANCE. 


Tue story of Richard Stockdale and the De Beers 
mines is a romance as strange as the invention of any 
novelist, and it has the merit of being true. 

Stockdale was one of the few men who were not 
smitten by the diamond fever that followed the dis- 
covery of the first diamond in South Africa. He did 
not join in the rush for claims, Wut he opened a 
store at Dutoitspan, within easy reach of most of the 
mining claims, und it was here that his chance of 
fortune came to him. 

In 1871 two new wines were reported—* Old” De 
Beers aud the Kimberley mine. Beers, who, in 
conjunction with his brother, owned the whole of the 
surface and mineral rights, was 2 Buer farmer. He 
did not trouble himself about diamonds; what he 
wanted was good pasture for his sheepand oxen. That 
he was resolved to have again, if he had to “trek” once 
more, and one day he went off in search of Letter land, 
leaving a nephew in his place. 

To more than one shrewd mind there then occurred 
the suggestion that it would be worth while to buy De 
Beers out, but the task was no easy one. Stockdale 
was the only man who cared to undertake it, and before 
Jong he had bought one-half of the estate from the 
brother whom he could easily find. The purchase price 
was £1,000, aud Stockdale’s task was then to find old 
De Beers and purchase the remaining half, without 
which his £1.9(0 was as good as wasted. Obviously the 
best thing to do was to ride over and see the rephew 
who had I-cen lefi in charge; but the diificulty was to 
get the information without exciting the suspicions of 
the younger man. A Figins straightforward question 
was, therefore, impossible, so Stockdale smoked and 
chatted and “ waited for something to turn up.” 

A party of Boer friends turned up inthe midst of the 
conversation, and very shortly one of them put the 
very question to the nephew, who replied that the old 
man was looking for fresh land near the Vaal River. 
Stockdale wis scon on the track of old De Bees. 

When at last he came up with the old Boer farmer, 
luck was in his way. The old man was in a terrible 
plight with the stock he had taken to some land upon 
which he had fixed, and Stockdale promptly lent his 
assistance, and the prospect of loss was averted. 

This opened the way for negotiations, and at length, 
us the two men smoked over the camp fire, the old r 
ngreed to take £6,500 for his share of the property. 
Stockdale demurred, beat the Boer down to £5,600, and 
and at that figure, to be paid in a month from date, the 
transfer was made out on a sheet of note paper, the rim 
cf the waggon wheel serving as a desk. 

With this. document the purchaser pressed on to 
Bloemfontein, where he duly registered the transfer. 
His next concern was to find partners in the transaction 
who would help to subscribe the necessary capital 
within the prescribed month. Five men were taken in, 
and the famous “ Proprietors of De Beers” came into 
existence, 

Stockdale felt that he might now indulge in a visit 
home. The decision was fatal at a time when there was 
Dut one steamer a month, and no means of communica- 
tion by cable. While he was undergoing « cure for 
rheumatism in England. he received the news that his 
co-proprietors in South Africa had been payerca el by 
tlie British Government, who had offered them the sum 
of £100,000 for their rights in De Beers, and this offer 

hey had actually accepted to avoid trouble, and to 

ealise their profit as quickly as possible. 
r Thug, without a voice in the matter, Richard Stock- 
dale, as the reward of his shrewdness, had to be content 
with « share of £100,W00, instead of participating in the 
sixty-five millions sterling which the mines cold for. 


A 55-GUINEA PIANO FOR NOTHING. 
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THose who want a S5-guinea piano mueat read the 
following conditions : 
1. Below will be found four sentences. The task set is to 

transform cach of them into another sentence, using only, 
and all, the letters contained in the oviginal sentence. 

2. Write out your attempt on half a sheet of notepaper, 
append your name and address, and send it to us in an 
envelope marked “ Anagran,” to reach this office not 
later than Monday, January 16th. 

8. Competitors may send in any number of attempts, but 
each set of four must be written on a separate sheet. 
The competitor whose list is considered the best will 
receive an upright grand pianoforte, valuo fifty-five 

neas, manufactured by Messrs. Chappell and Co., of 
‘ew Bond Street, London, whose name and reputation 
are a guarantee as to its value. 

Numerous consolation prizes will bo awarded in the shapo 
of sovereigne, pencil-cases, penknives, and books. 
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SENTENCES. 
1. If ivs in “P.W.” it’s so. 
2. Mainly About People. 
8. The hand that rocks the cradle. 
4. Let them all come. 
Vou may use the apostrophes and stops if you tike, 


Next Wednesday’s paren REC 
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Home-Made. 


Watca her walking down the street, 
Every hair is eleek ond neat; 
Cheeks aglow and head held high, 
Glossy boots and mannish tie ; 

Gown severe, gloves perfect shide— 
She's the typical “tailor maid.” 


Up at morning with the sun, 

By breakfast time her duties dune; 
On the links she plays with zest, 
Rides, bikes, and dances with the best. 
In for everything, she's not staid— 
She's the typical “ ready maid.” 


Hours there are that those who know 

Say she'll sweeter graces show, 

When she puts aside the whirl 

And becomes just mother’s girl ; 

This the picture that does not fude, 

Showing her best when she’s plain * home-maid.” 
—+ 3 


Matches. 


A mAN accosted P.W, in the street the other day and 
borrowed a match to light a cigarette with. 

“Did it ever occur to you,” he said to P.W., who 
finally fuund a light for him, “what «a boon and a 
benison the cigarette manufacturer has been to the 
match manufacturer? Think of ita moment. First. 
however, give me another match for this cigarette. I 
don't know how many cigarettes ure made in this 
country, but let us. for the sake of argument, say there 
are 1 thousand cart!oads a year. 

“ Well, it takes on an average—another light, please 
—four matches to the cigarette, and the manufacturer 
of matches must therefore make 4,000 cart-loads of 
matches just to meet the cigarette demand. You may 
not think 4,000 cart-loads is a great quantity, but if you 
knew how hard it was to get one match when your 
cigarette is out, you would think 4.000 cart-loads wasn’t 
a few if you had to go round begging them. 

“T have never given serious study to the matter, but, 
looking at it casually. I should say the match mannfac- 
turers owe an inestimable debt of gratitude to the 
cigarette makers.” 


eet fe 


in the Flowery Kingdom. 


An EpIsopE IN THE DaiLy LIFE OF AN EMPRESS. 


Her Majesty, Tsi An, Empress of China, sat n ner 
palace in the purple Forbidden City, with her brow 
resting on her sbarab and her index finger pushed up 
through her fringe. Rousing herself presently from 
her profound absorption she beckoned to a walnut- 
coloured person plastered up against the yellow silk 
tapestry. 

* Un-Hung,” she said, “ where is the emperor ? ” 

“Dash your ignominious slave into a million atoms, 
oh, amethyst flower of the celestial kingdom.” he 
responded, lying flat on his chest before her, “ but 
your slave wotteth not.” 

“Wot?” 

“No, most purple of our yellow ilies of the Yang 
Vse Kiang. I do not wot where the emperor is.” 

“ And this to me?” 

* Most beauteous descendant of ail the gods, your vile 
slave speaks but the truth, though he lies here on his 
very stomach. He wotteth not where the emperor is.” 

“Slave. dog. canine wretch, scum of the Yellow River, 
did I not tell you what to do?” 

“Truly, most divine of all the gentle, purple peonies 
of Pekin. and your slave did it to the queen's taste, so 
ty spewk.” 

* Aba, then he is dead ?* 

“As a mackerel, O, yellow anemone of the crystal 


sea.” 
“Why liest thou, knowing that he is dead?” 
“How the dickens, most marvellous of mandarin 
matrons, do I know where he is? I’m no fortune 
teller.” 
“Qho, aha,” smiled her majesty, again relupsing into 
thougit, “ bring on another.” 
2 ee 
He Dipn't Get Enorcou.—Astro: “Don't you 
helieve that the world goes round ?” 
Castro; “ Yes; but not equally.” 
—— 
Tourist: “Can you tell me where My. Green's 
cottage is?” : 
Small Native: “I can for a penny.” 
Tourist: “ Here is the penny. Now, where is it?” 
Small Native: “ It’s burnt down.” 
ee 9 Ge 
«How I would love,” said the oldest and much the 
heaviest of the Snigsby girls, “to sit on yonder sno 
cloud and float across the azure empyrean! Wouldn't 
it be a daring experience to ride on a cloud P” 
“Yes,” said young Mr. Mallow as he looked at the 
cloud in question, “but I’m sure you'd go through it all 
right.” 


E. Dixon, holder of the 50 miles amateur running 


EEKLY. 


STARVATION ASA CURE. 


Ir You Fret Seepy Go WITHOUT 
Your Mearns ror a Wok. 
“How many people are there in the world who, in tha 
ordinary way, regard a fast of twenty-four hours with + 


feeling approaching equanimity, using the word fast in 


ifs really strict sense to mean complete alstinence fro: 


“That in all the churches there are fast days goes 
without saying, but few of them are really rigorous 
and complete fasts in the fullest ucceptation of the term, 
although many of the fasts are kept until noon or early 
afternoon. In the Jewish church. of course, there ia tha 
Great Day of Atonement, when from sundown to sun- 
down the whole community religiously abstains froin 
food and drink. 

* Multiply such a fast by seven, or, in other words, 
think of fasting continuously for a week, wud the 
average man would open his eyes in horror at the 
idea and naturally shrink from attempting such a thing 

“Fora week’s fast means denying onevelf the pleasure vt 
twenty-one good square meals, to say nothing of seven 
good teas, and, let the philosophers say what they choose, 
eating aud drinking are among the pleasantest oases in 
the desert of the day, along which we must perforce - 
travel to reach our destination. 

“Yet,” said a gentleman to P.W.the other day, “T 
have just completed a fast of a week. not only with 
manifest comfort to myself. but with very great 
advantage to my health. The only difficulties, indeed. 
with which I had to contend were the frequent pressiny 
requests of friends that I would eat something, and the 
assurance that it was ‘perfect. madness’ to pursue the 
course I was adopting—merely, in all probability, because 
they had never ried it. 

“Nor was L ill in the ordinary acceptation of the term. 
LT had no fever, no headache, no inflammatory disease of 
any sort. I merely felt out of sorts, und had for som« 
time been having attacks of indigestion, and I deter- 
mined to see what a complete rest to my digestive 
organs would do. Nor am I habitually a tare eater, 
for people declare that I eat as little at a meal as the 
average nan eats for a single course. For some time | 
had even been contenting myself with two meals a day 
instead of three, eliminating breakfast. and taking 
nothing until luncheon time, and then fur less than at 
one time I used to take for breakfast alone. 

“ After my breakfast-luncheon one Sunday, which 
consisted solely of two lightly-poached eggs and a slice 
of toast, I suddenly formed the resolution und startet 
in on my fast, during which, however, I must acknow- 
ledge, Tdrank hot water, but that and only that. 

“On the Monday I was up and about, and did my 
writing just as I was in the habit of doing, although 
toward the evening I began to feel slightly tired; but 
next day I was fresh ayain, although I had not slept 
very well. and, indeed, lack of sleep interfered during 
most of the week with my recuperation, but then 
insomnia is 1 disease from which I have suffered move 
or less for some years. 

“ Onthe Tuesday I still did my work and went out, but 
on the Wednesday. by ihe advice of my doctor, | went 
to bed. and stayed there until about five or six o'clock. 
and this I repeated on Thursday and Friday, on all of 
which days I did my stint of work, on some nights not 
going to hed till twelve ur one o'clock because | knew L 
should not sleep. 

“On the Saturday I wrote a long article in bed. got 
up at about two o'clock, went for a drive and tu sec 
u play. 

. Late on Sunday afternoon, when I broke my fust, it 
was on acup of very weak coffee without any milk 
and a single slice of thin bread without butter, while 
the following day I took about half a pint of milk 
mixed with water, which was cooked up with som 
farinaceons food. 

“People may be incredulous, but it is nevertheless . 
fact that during all those days of fasting there was ne 
feeling of hunger, and no sense of faintness, no head- 
ache, no pain, and no s2nsation of weakness, On the 
contrary, my bodily strength seemed to increase, my head 
grew very much clearer, and my mental faculties more 
alert, while my cyes lost a dulness which they had 
somehow acquired, and my skin appeared clearer and 
brighter. 

“During the whole week I lost only three pounds in 
weight, perhaps because I am naturally very spare und 
thin; but on the very meagre diet mentioned above. 
milk and water and farinaceous food, of which T took 
four teacupfuls on the Tuesday after I broke my 
fast, I had regained all the lost weight by Wedne~day, 
when I was still ‘starving’ as my friends called it. 

“My weight, at the time of writing, is ten pounds more 
than when I started to fast. 

“I mention all these facta, because P.W. is a Ne or 
which gocs into so many hundreds of thousands of 
homes every week, that the knowledge herein contained 
may save many an anxious hour on the part of people 
whose sons and daughters, fathers or mothers, brothers 
or sisters, show a disinclination for food, for the ‘belief 
is universal that it is neceonry at all times to take a 
more or less large quantity of food in order to ‘keep 
your psi a up,’ and that especially at times wheu 
we happen to Le out of sorts, and, therefore, presumably 
to need feeding up.” 


ORD will contain an interesting article entitled “‘ How I Trained to Walk 100 Mites,” 
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VOICES YOU-DON'T HEAR. 


Women WHO PRETEND To BE Patt!I, AND Men WHOM 
You BE reve arRE ROSEBERY OR IRVING, 


Genius is at it again. Since the phonograph has 
come into vogue, and is becoming a popular medium of 
delight and amusement with a vast number of peer’ 
the genius of the clever rascal is being brought into 
play. and “faking” the invention of Edison. 

his is how it is done. They voice noise into the 
machine hot from various mouths, these fukers shouting 
song or h at the Hponographio receiver. : 
instrument receives it in the usual way, and then it is 
palmed off on to a gullible public, who believe the 
statement that the recording machine speaks with the 
voice of some well-known orator, or that it sings with 
the voice of a celebrated singer. 

As a matter of fact the instrument contains the voice 
of neither, but instead the voices of hired fakers who 
speak into the machine like so many parrots. But the 
dodge is a very successful one, and people slip thousands 
of pennies into these penny-in-the-slot machines firmly 
believing that the 
pennyworth of 
voice they hear 
is that of a Patti, 
or a Melba, a 
Salisbury or a 
Chambres. ‘ 

is a 
scene whee the 
* artists ” assem- 
ble in the “ re- 
cord” - making 


es of i the 
phonograph or 
zr aehan hone 
kers. An al- 
leged prima 
bapa With 2 You think this is Patti, but it isn’t. 
good voice, 


mounts the platform and sings operatic numbers or 
otherwise into the singing machines, the latter taking 
it all in, and recording what they have heard on the 
wax inside as genuine. Of course the machines don’t 
lmow any better, neither do the people who afterwards 
stand in open-mouthed as tonishment at heuring the 
voice of a prima donna—as they think—whose fee for 
singing the same song at an ondinaty concert would be 
twoorthree hundred guineas; nowthey hear it fora penny. 

Next, a square young athlete begins his work b 
shouting an introductory speech into the phonograp 
funnel. This is for a sort of racecourse tout, who has 
fixed up a tent on the field or inclosure, and is exhibit- 
ing two or three talking machines for the amusement 
of a paying public who between the races are in want of 
something to do to kill time; so they pay their pennies 
to hear killing music, The athletic faker proceeds thus 
as he stands before a machine which is in waiting to 
receive his voice: 

“Ladies and Gentlemen,—I have to introduce to you 
the machine on my right. Madame Melba has honoured 
it with her voice, singing before it a song she sang last 
season at the Crystal Palace before twenty thousand 
people. I take pleasure in calling your attention to the 
wonderful distinctness of her vocalisation and the 
indescribable sweetness of her voice as reproduced by 
the Battersea pea an of which we hold the exclusive 
patent. Mr.Edison admits its unapproachable excellence.” 

The machine having finished its introductory speech, 
to the astonishment and amusement of the gapi 
crowd, the singing machine then begins. It is 
undoubtedly famous music of its kind. At first it 
sounds like firemen banging at the doors of a burning 
house, then like big iron safes crashing downstairs, then 


like water pi ursting, and then, when all is over, 
the voice war 


The man with a banjo or squealing bag-pipes from 
bonnie Scotland next mounts the slater in the faker’ 
establishment and faces a fresh set of instruments, 
Into these he plays or blows, and the noise is maddening. 
If the banjo is being played a negro song may be 
sung at the same time, but not loud enough for the 
— rful sree aay to casa Ep the notes, i when a 
bag-pipes are in use there is no suc a mar the 

ipes’ thrilling 

pipes’ i 
uusic, 


This is i aemn cas edna of British 
ne" are told It la, a ad tdereieceray 


this part of the 
“faking” process 
is punctured 
with disappoint- 
ment. : 

It isa singular ~ 
fact in this 
science that an 
expert on the 
telephone is 


hardly an: — 
in front” a 


po onograph. 
‘or instance, the 
silvery voice of 
the telephone 
girl, which is 
always a delight —Betieved to be the voice of a dead 
to hear, would ‘Anarchist, but it isn’t. 
roduce rr 


P 

results if transferred to the honogragh. For phono- 
graph work you must have a sledge- mer delivery in 
order to ram your utterances well home in the wax which 
records your voice; the cylinder will then reproduce 
your remarks with something like force, otherwise 
the reproduction is defective. . 

The quality of the voice is a necessary adjunct. Now 
heed great orator has not a robust voice, and if such 
weak-voiced speakers stood before a recording instru- 
ment, such as the phonograph, their oratorical 
grandiloquence would te lost in a maze of mere 
ana noises on the machine; yet there is ademand 
to hear the voices Ct public speakers, a demand 


which must be suppli 
Faked. A reformed expert faker 


How is it done 
said the other duy that many of the talking machines 
now on the market. said to have been spoken into by 
eminent singers and statesmen, orators. and so forth, 
are, for the greater part, merely “ fakes.” 

The voice of Sir Henry Irving, for examplg, is sup- 
posed to be rattled off on one of the machines; but it is 
not Sir Henry’s voice at all. It is an imitation by a 
certain music-hall artist, who impersonates the great 


actor on the stage. 
Artists who have imitated great men like those who 
to-day occupy first places in the world, are engaged by 


honograph takers to spéak into the machines, and the 
imitation of the various voices is 80 good that the closest 
friends of the originals are even deceived. 

Let us suppose that an eminent person did really 
talk intoa machine. The wax on which the utterances 
were indented by the action of the instrument would 
not last for more than an hour or go if the machine 
were required to 
constantlyrepeat 
wink the great 
man had said; 
the indentation 
would wear off. 

What then? 
The next would 
be faked. A man 
able to imitate 
the original 
speaker would 
voice the same 
speech into the 
machine, the 
imitation being 


so true to the 

original that de- 

tection would be You are told you hear Harcourts last 
nigh impossible ; speech, but it isn’t. 
certainly an 


ordinary person would not be able to detect the fraud. 

The disallusion so far as to impose even upon 
the credulity of so stolid a ring of men as Anarchists. 
It is not so very long ago that. at the funeral of one of 
the brethren, who, happily for his family, died a natural 
death, the phonograph was introdu the speech it 
wound off being suppoced by the mourners to be one 
which had been uttered in the original voice of their 
dead comrade just before his death ; but it was nothing 
of the sort. It was “faked” by one of the crowd. The 
en uaa exhorted the brethren to hold firmly to 
anarchy. 

A few weeks ago a man in London was hawking a 
phonograph about the streets which rolled off a speech 
sup to_ have been delivered into its funnel 
Sir William Harcourt. But it was “ faked,” 
so cleverly done that the crowds who to it and 
ye had heard the real Sir William readily believed the 

ction. 

You may take it for granted that not one in a hundred 
of the y-in-the-slot talking machines said to have 
received their impressions direct from the voices of the 
celebrities they impersonate are genuine. 

et ff 

“ ARE you sure, Willie ral that it is just one year 


ago since we were 
“Yes; I looked it up in my cheque book this 


morning.” 
cement fl ee 
“ Mus, Hummer is my ideal of a clever woman.” 
“ Clever P She hover tuys am a 


ything. 
“That's it; she lets a man the i 
thinks he is worth listening to.” ©" ‘dee that she 


f PELE EER SN HET AERTS REET ATS OF TT ge 


mt , oe mie PMP a ” 


THE JAP AND HIS RAILWAY. 


THEIR GREAT BucseaR I8 THE EARTHQUAKE 
WHicH THROws Down Bripveges anp Destroys 
PERMANENT Ways. 


THE modern Jap, little as he is in stature, has fairly 
earned the right to be considered a great man. 
Having established a fleet and a Parliament of his 
own, and 1x is army in accordance with 
European nations, he set to work to gratify his reasonable 
wish to construct and possess his own railways. 

The Ja ignorant of “how the thing was 
done,” could not t' ves undertake the work, so the 
construction of the first lines had of necessity to be 
given to—or, rather, done under the supervision of— 
foreign engineers. But in order to avoid this in the 
nerr future, the Japanese Government astutely attached 
a native. engineer to each foreigner to enable him to 
acquire a practical knowledge of the work; and it speaks 
volumes for the intelligence and smartness of the Jap to 
“ pick up and do a thing” for himself after he has seen 
others do it, that out of a couple of hundred foreign 
engineers originally en- 

ged by the Mikado’s 
Usrernnient on these 
works, they were able 
last year to dispense 
with the services of all 


What an earthquake did to a bridze. 


but six, who were specially retained for exceptional work 
and for purposes of consultation in cases of difficulty. 

The lines once completed, the Japanese open them 
for traffic, and take the management altogether into 
their own hands, as they have every right to do, seeing 
that, with the exception of the first unde: ing, it is 
entirely their own capital that has been employed in the 
construction of the railways in Japan. 

The t drawback to the pao A of railways in 
Jay is the voleanic range of mountains in its centre, 
violent and constantly recurring earthquakes, and fre- 
quent destructive floods resulting in consequence. The 

t earthquake which occurred half-a-dozen years ago, 

or instance, besides killing or wounding some five 

and twenty thousand people, either partially or entirely 

destroyed over a quarter of a million buildings, and 

cai damage to railwa: property to the extent of one 
hundred thousand pounds on one line ae 

The railway embankment sank in nearly fifty different 
places, the depressions in some instances being more 
than a dozen feet deep; scores of pages and culverts 
were wrecked; the rails were forced into eccentric 
curves, and many railway-stations and buildings were 
either altogether destroyed or greatly damaged. 

The quake of 1891 was, of course, an exception] 
affair that may never happen again; but reference to 
its occurrence serves to show the great risk to which 
railways in Japan are exposed. 

“Time was made for apprentices und slaves” is a 

uip that nobody believes in nowadays, except, perhaps. 
the Jape. At all events, while we in Eng’ regard 
time as money. in Japan ite value is not so highly 
appreciated; and so the people, who outnumber the 
population of the United Kingdom by three and a half 
uillions, are content to travel at a snail’s pace, the 
average speed per hour of their express passenger 
trains not exceeding 174 miles an hour, while their 
mised trains do not average a greaterspeedthan174 miles. 

This slow rate of travelling is even slower than in 
India, where the express trains convey passengers at the 
alarming rate of 20} miles an hour, if they travel by 


trains. 
is slow, it is cheap, 
hird class fares are 


b rps trains exclusively, or at the rate of 14} miles 
at 


mixed passenger and 

if raiiony travelling fn Ja 
and the natives delight in it. 
fixed at the rate of two shillings 


‘WEEK ENDING 
Jan. 14, 1899. 


PEARSON'S WEEKLY. 


487 


THE MYSTERY OF 
BILAS SHLOTEL, 


By W. Shaw Rae. 


Tue liner Chimborazo was lying in Tilbury Docks, 
ivan ap; Sad realy to tail, aad 1, the pursex, yas up tomy 
eyes in work, when, in aside along the crowded dec 
armed with a sheaf of papers, I felt myself gripped by the 

My captor was a pursy little man of mature age, well- 
room and clean-shaven, save for a small 
‘rizzled moustache, elaborately waxed and fiercely twirled. 
‘Although in muyfti he had a semi-military appearance; he 
looked as ve as & War dent, but by his side, 
clinging to his arm as if to moderate his ardour, was one of 
wig ine ay I ever saw in my life. 

At a first g I judged her to be but a child, but she 
was nforo than that, probably about seventeen. Petite in 
figure, her delicate, clean-cut features had the clear, pure 

or of creole birth; her silky hair was of lustrous black, 
pape lighted by magnificent dark eyes—soft, limpid, and 
languishing at one moment, bright, sparkling, and mis- 
chievous the next. She was certainly a very “fetching” 
little fairy, one to turn the heads of a whole ship’s company. 

“Mr. Purser, I think,” queried the little man. 

“ At your service, sir.” 

«Ahem! I am Sejior Vinetto, the Honourable Carlo 
Vinetto, aera aan Legi mp Sata i ra pal ed 
announced ly, standing on tiptoe, and swelling like 
a bantam ae “and this young lady is my only daughter, 
Mademoiselle — ey ” tree e cs 

“Very pleased to meet you,” I replied, with a bow to 
fair ‘an Then, my memory assisting me, I referred to my 

nger list, and added: “ Yes, right ; both booked 

or Bahia. You are just intime. Your berth is No. 71. If 

you will come below I will show it you, and will introduce 

Mademoiselle to our chief stewardess. The young lady will 
travel in the ladies’ cabin.” 

“One moment,” interposed the gentleman, detaining me 
as I turned to lead the way; “one moment, please. I 
understand that a young scoundrel calling himself Silas 
Shlotel has taken passage by this very vessel; I’ve only 
just learnt it. Confound his impudence—gross imperti- 


nence I call it.” 
“We certainly have a gentleman bearing that name 
booked also for ia,” I replied, consulting my list again. 
“ He’s a sneaking rascal,” exploded the honourable one, 


while his daughter looked on deprecatingly, “a mean, pitiful 
intriguing rogue, who is making this voyage solely to annoy 
me; @ perfect vagabond, begad—a worthless reprobate. 
I won’t sail in the same ship with the wretch, that’s flat.” 

bad aig ad that, sir,” I pete politely, but firmly. “I 
cannot interfere in personal misunderstandings between 
passengers. The Chimboraso will eail in less than an hour 
with you or without. Excuse my leaving you while you 
make up your mind, Mr, Vinetto; I am rather busy at 

t. 


Turning on my heel I hurried away, but not without 
receiving from the young lady a swift, bon tgs, glance, 
half of an ly of amusement ; then she made 
haste to soothe and caress the old bear, doing her utmost to 
smooth his ruffled fur and coax him back to good humour. 
I judged the irascibility of the old fellow to be aroused by 
some previous between the young folk, but of 
course such squabbles had nothing to do with me, 
and I would not be mixed up in them if I possibly could 
avoid it. 

I caw eae, Wael ed the Vinettos ere sailing, but 
evidently the en ts and persuasions of the daughter 
overcame the petulence of the parent, as I learnt from the 
ae steward that both had taken up the quarters assigned 
to them. 

I came across the irritant Silas Shlotel next. He had 
been billeted to No. 15, a double cabin, the other berth 
having been assi to Mr. Samuel Guthrie, a young 
Scotsman en route for Brazil, wherc ho had obtained some 
Government appointment. Having inct Guthrie peer 
T dropped inte bia state-room to sec that he was properly 
fixed, and there was introduced to the much-abused Silas 
Shlotel. My word, if, as I shrewdly surmised, the fellow 
was a bone of contention between the Vinettcs, I thought 
little of the taste of the lady. There was nothing of the gay 
Lothario about that callow youth. 

Shlotel was id and limp, a cadaverous, washed-out, 


Shlotel kept to cabin likewise, but, as the weather held 
fair, all three quickly grew their sea-legs, Then the fun 

n. Cupid, was endless 
entertainment for all hands in watching the antics of the 
trio, 


“The Honourable” was like 2 fussy old hen witha single 
chick strutting around proudly, and “ cluck-clucking 


aR ntly wi the off was close by, anxious and 
fretfal if she di ‘or ten minutes. Nod Mademoi- 
selle, sly little 


haps ngs because of his peevish 
jealousy, gave Ee exiles id parent amplo caus: for 
disquiet. *The was continually slipping away, and, after 
a hunt more or lengthy, the irate father would bly 
discover his wilful ter cosily —-, in some 
eecluded nook, Shlotel by her side, sighing like a furnace. 
Then usually follo an explosion, and, under a volley 
of remarks more forcible than polite, Mr. Vinetto would 


Old as Strong as Sa 
gth by Ancients and 


“Were the Heroes of 
of stren 


the more ardent, certainly the more enterp 


ndow 


bear away the perverse maid; but nothing the resolute 
ae could say or do served to keep the lovers long apart. 


was quite evident, however, that of the pair the lady was 


rising. 
But “Tho Honourable” had hardly fair play. Sam 


Guthrie helped his cabin chum most loyally by acting as 
scout, giving timely warning of each approach of tho irate 
parent, when Viola would flutter back to her place on deck, 


or seek sanctuary in the ladies’ cabin, on which latter 
occasions the stewardess—shameless woman—would declare, 
if questioned, that Mademoiselle had been under her wing 
for the last half hour or so. For our nautical duenna was 
“in the know ”—for a consideration, of couree—and oft:n 
did I hear that brazen creature assure the deluded father 
that his daughter was “ resting” in the ladies’ sanctum, and 
must not be disturbed, when, to my certain knowledge, 
the skittish maid was “spooning” with Silas somewhere 
outside. 

The other passengers also, especially the ladies, screened 
the lovers in a tolerant, good-natured way. The old man 
was nowhere in the game, and little suspected the many 
hands arrayed against him. 

Thus matters went on day after day. Of course, in such 
a ship as ours flirtations are frequent (if usually as tickle as 
the wind, and seldom enduring beyond the WOFAEC) and I 
was pretty well accustomed to billing and cooing. I do not 
object to a little on my own account occasionally, but in the 
present case the game was carried too far, and I grew rather 
sick of it. Plot and counter-plot pervaded the entire ship. 
Thore was no getting away from the affair. 

The constant “ s and excursions,” the continual 
harrying and worrying, even depressed the spirit of the love- 
sick swain moro than it was in the power of his charmer to 
raise. Shlotel ually grew moody and morose, a pitiful 
object of Cupid’s power. I could not help feeling sorry for 
the fellow, fool though he was, and after dinner one evening, 
noticing him lounging forlornly by the bulwarks gazing 
LeSaag ry gooey | into the sea, I strolled up, meaning to cheer 
him if I could, 

Cheer him? One might as well have tricd to hearten a 
squid. After some dreary, disjointed talk, Shlotel remarked : 

“How calm and peaceful is the sea. What complete rest 
may there be found. There, no heartless, jealous guardian 
can interfere to sunder two loving hearts, to induce infinite 
misery, hopeless despair. How easy would it be to enter 
that perfect rest—only to drop off quietly unperceived. 
One swift plunge, one brief struggle, perhaps; perchance 
one Rang then oblivion— endless, eternal peace.” 

“Rubbish. Don’t talk rot; your stomach is out of order. 
You want a good dose of physic; I must get the doctor to 

ibe for you,” I retorted rather brutally, disgusted 
with the niconing calf. I could stand no more, and left the 
fellow, paying no more heed to his dolorous plaints than to 
the screaming of sea-birds. 

That same evening, about eleven o’clock, Sam Guthrie, 
considerably agitated, burst into my den with the query hot 
on his lips: 

*“ Seen anything of Shlotel lately? He usually turns in 


earlier than this, but I can’t find him anywhere. I hopethe | 
poor fellow has done nothing rash. He has been e: ingly 
pressed of late.” 


“ Nonsense, Sam. He is spooning away somewhere with 
Viola Vinetto, and has forgotten the time.” 

“Nothing of tho sort,” asserted Guthrie positively. 
“ Mademoiselle is really in her own quarters—that’s a fact 
this time.” 

Just then a sailor poked in his head, and thrust a folded 

r into my hand, muttering hoarsely: 

“ Found that jammed in the glass of the after binnacle- 
light, sir.” 

The paper was addressed very shakily in pencil: 

For tue How. Canto VINETTIO, 
And, full of vague forbodings, I hastened to deliver the 
missive. I found Mr. Vinetto in his own cabin. He 
unfolded the sheet, looked at it in a puzzled way, then 
handed it back, and with some difficulty I deciphered, 
reading aloud : 
—N your cruel persecution. Sin 

ny ee oe life komaeo charm for Ran cg Pee 
welcome. ‘Tis easy—'tis waiting now. You, sir, and rc alone, are 
the cause of my present action, rash as it may appear; but I pray you 
may be forgiven, as I hope for mercy myself. Si1ras SuLoTrL, 

I feel sure ee inp eecceld recs any Pd 
appeared deepl ocked at the unexpected, most deplorable 
suai. There vas no doubt that the foolish, distracted 
youth had committed suicide ; his feeble brain unhinged hy 
the strain. I blamed myself for my inattention to our last 
conversation, but had not at the time taken it scriously. 
Too late now for regrets. 

The captain and all hands were aroused ; we searched tho 
entire ship from stem to stern, from truck to keelson, but of 
course without result. Poor misguided Silas must now be 
oms deep at rest at last. 
seemed to fcel the tragic affair more 
possible for once of her frivolous 
nature. deepest mourning, and tearfully 
declared herself “an unwedded widow.” I remarked 
dark crescents forming under her pathetic eycs, and as tho 
girl turned her looks wistfully on her father from time to 
time, I could sce tho old man stir uneasily under the mourn- 
ful, upbraiding gaze. 3 Pet 

A fanercal gloom enveloped the entire ship’s company. 
The day following the tragic event I happened to be on dock 
in the afternoon, idling away the lagging hours witha book, 
snugly ensconced within a huge hawser coil. The day was 
hot, few folks were stirring, but p:e:ently I heard footfalls 
on deck, one pair heavy and stumping, the other light and 
dainty; and, peering out, I noticed Mr. Vinetto and 
Mademoiselle. Apparently they did not obscrve me, and, 
continuing their convereation during their promenade, I 
heard the girl's pleading voice. . 

“ Then father, dear, you solemnly promise that should my 
Silas ever again appear in life—ho may have been picked up 
by another vessel, you know—-you will no longer object to 
our marriage =” 


5” 


? This question forms the 
Moderns, which will appear in next 


“ Oh, yes, indeed, my pet,” replied the old man, «:1l his 
former austerity broken down; “I promise you that faith- 
fully, though I fear there is no hope for the poor 1:-l's life. 
Heaven knows I had no thought to drivo him to lis death. 
Oh, yes, I will gladly accept Silas Shlotel as my son-in-law 
should he live to make another application ; and you, on 
your side, be still free and willing.’ 

“There’s my dear good old daddy once again,” came tho 
silvery tones of the maid, talawed. by the “chirrup ” of a 
kiss; and as tho girl bent across her sire, I could have 
sworn she shot over his shoulder in my direction a roguish, 
triumphant glance, brimful of exultation. 

What did the siren mean? Had she scen me? Did she 
desire me as a witness to that strange compact ? What was 
in the wind now? Quien sabe. Girls are queer creatures, 
especially on ship-board. 

As our voyage progressed, the effects of the shock 
gradually wore away, and we became a fairly lively come 
pany again. It was difficult to remember death and disaster 
amidst such continuous life and sunshine, and most of our 
ape passengers had, of course, their own affairs to cceupy 

em, 

Viola, however, remained gravely staid and reserved, 
maintaining her réle of “the widow unwed.” She indulged 
in no flirtations now, although often holding lcny, private 
conversations with Mr. Guthrie. That, however. was natural 
enough, he being the cabin-mate of the lost ore. Besides, 
Sam was a staid, “ cauny ” Scot. 

Now, Guthrie had appeared aa genuincly distressed as any 
over the dreadful affair, but the trouble had not affected his 
appetite. Sam sat close by my end of the table, and, mors 
than once sinco the tragedy, I could not fail to remark his 
extraordinary voracity. It was simply appalling, even ina 
strong, healthy man with his sca-legs fully developed, 
possessed of an easy conscience and a sound dizestion. 
Certainly there was neither stint nor limit at our table, and 
Guthrie had every opportunity for gorging. Iam a pretty 
fair trencher-man myself, ut he beat me hollow—by 
courses. 

At dinner one evening I remarked a strange circumstance 
in this connection. Guthrie bad before him a heaped plate 
of roast beef and Yorkshire, with a liberal supply of 
vegetables. He carefully salted and peppered the mess, 
flavoured it with a dash of “ salmagundy,” regarded it with 
a fond, satisfied smile, then, to my amazenicnt, passed it as 
deftly as a conjuror to a steward who stood beliini. 

What was the meaning of that? Was Sam sick? Had 
the gourmand over-eaten himself? Nota bit. Instantly 
accepting another portion presented by another attentive 
waiter, Sam fell upon it ravenously. Here was some 
mystery, and quietly slipping from my place I followed the 
steward bearing the discarded platter. The man did not 
return it to the pantry ; but, continuing alony the corridor, 
carried it to state-room 15, opened the door, then slipped in. 

I saw it all now. Guthrie was even a ter glutton than 
I had su . He gorged privately in his cabin, as well 

| as wolfed at the public table. What ahog! I would not 
have believed the thing had I not seen it. The affair 
concerned our chief steward more than myself ; Lut, havin 
; gone thus far, I resolved to see the thing through. 

Unceremoniously I burst into the cabin, then halted in 
amazement on finding myself face to face with the presum- 
ably dead man, Silas Shlotel. And this was nothin chost or 
disembodied apiits the man was yay material indeed. 
Seated in his bunk, the piled plate on his knees, a wolfish 
| grin on his fatuous features, there reclined Silas Shlotel, as 
| much alive as ever he had been. I gave him a pretty ‘‘ how 
| d’ye do,” of course; and the captain, who came promptly on 
| the scene, was still more vehement. But what could skipper 
| or purser do? It was all too absurd. 

‘hus the bubble was pricked, the murder was out, or 
rather there had been no murder at all, self or otherwise. 

| The whole affair was an elaborate, audacious heax, hatched 
in the feather brain of the volatile Viola, with the object to 
induce her stern parent to consent to her marriage with her 
latest fancy by playing on the old man’s remorse. Shilotel 
had never been lost at all; but, after depositing his vale- 
dictory letter in the binnacle, had quietly slipped blow to 
his cabin. 

Sam Guthrie managed the rest. Of courze, fam being 
the fellow-occupant of the cabin, and seeming so manifestly 
concerned and perplexed by the disa; ce, Wo never 
doubted his boni-sides, never questioned fer a moment his 
tacit assurance that Shlotel was missing from his berth and 
cabin; we never thought of searching state-roum 15, To 
; have done so would have ecemed desecration. 

The cabin steward, who was necessarily embraced in the 
conspiracy, materially assisted in carrying onthe fraud. It 
was anticipated that Shlotel, after lying perdu in his berth, 
would, aided by his confederates, contrive to slip ashore 
unperccived at our first port of call, from whenes he would 
make his way to Bahia, thero presenting himself to Mr. 
Vinetto with the cock-and-bull story of his rescue by anoth>r 
vessel, all as artfully prepared by that deceitful minx, 
Viola. The girl would then claim ent of her father’s 

ot jaye and all should go merry as the proverbial marriage 


That was all the “mystery of Silas Shlotcl.’ 1 don't 
know why the conspirators sought to inveigle me into their 
ridiculous plot—tho boy by his rambling tall, the girl by 
making me witness her successful weedling of ker delude:t 
old father; with Guthrie (mine own familiar friend) Luin- 
bugging all round. Confounded check I thought it. I 
have never been so thankful, before or since, to see the last 
of any of my passengers as that quartette. 

But the promize was definitely given. Subecuentiy 
during our voyage I sometimes wondercd whether “tho 
Honourable ” had been held to his pledge. Apparentiy ni, 
although the queer events did lead up toa wedsliny. 

On returning to London, upon of eur round 
trip, amongst other communications legs in the hands 
of our agents, was a yes sd square enve containing a 
couple a ai silver-edged wedding-cards, lashed 
together with the usual white-satin ribbon, ticd in the 
regulation true-love knot. 


P) 
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DIGGING UP GREAT MEN. 


Graves of WELL-KNOWN PEOPLE 
THAT HAVE BEEN DESECRATED. 


Tue prolonged litigation over the Druce-Portland 
inheritanc2—a litigatioa ia which, for the first time in 
history, the public at large has been invited to takea 
large financial interest in the opening of a fellow 
mortal’s grave—reminds one that the opening of great 
men's graves is by no means 60 uncommon an occurrence 
as might be imagined. 

Happily for his peace of mind, the “ little” man, he 
who hus achieved neither fame nor notoriety, is seldom 
disturbed after reaching his last resting-place. It 
is only with the distinguished in art, science, war, 
ny, even in murder itself, that the grave-desecrator has 
Lusines 

For this same reason it is that many of the once 
mighty Pharaohs now grin at o-e from the cases of 
mo:t of cur principal museums, wiilst the lones of 
their unfortunate Jewish slaves sil rest undisturted in 
their lowly graves. Inde:d, whether it b2 a 3.500-year- 
old Pharoih or a nineteenth.c ntury Portland, the 
penalty of greatness in cither cxse seems tu b2 that a 
cmious posteri y will unearth its remains svoner or 
later, eithe: from moti-es of gain. or merely out of 
pure curiosily to se2 what he looks like. 

One of the most celebrated sufferers in this re.pect 
was the intrepid discoverer of America. Despite the 
fact that the bones of Columbus have now leen at rest 
for a period of nearly four hundred years, it seems 
that they are once more to be disturbed to please the 
whim of his present day descendant, the Duke of 
Veragua. 

At the present time the officially recognised 
grave of Columbus is at the grand cathedral of Havana, 
whither his remains were believed to have been removed 
from San Domingo many years before. 

The recent cession of Cuba to the American flag, 
however, has rendered it imperative in the eyes of the 
blue-blooded Duke that the bones of his illustrious 


encestor should no longer rest in u city which has for ! 


ever passed from the sway of his once-powerful nation. 

This sentiment, although most commendable in its 
way, has led to « most inopportune discovery since, in- 
credible though it may sound, nobody knows whether 
Columbus lies in San Domingo cathedral or in that of 
Havana. 

Some twenty years ago, during some repairs to the 
former, a crypt was discovered containing a metallic 
coffin upon which were graven the letters “D. ds la a 
Per Ate,” signifying * The first Admival—discoverer of 
America.” ‘This coffin contained a heterogeneous pile 
of Lones and dust, a'so a pie-e of a skull. from which 
circumstance the explorers op'ned that they had un- 
coffined oaly on? halt the remains of the great explorer. 

This fils in very well with the indignation expressed 
hy the San Domingo ecclesiastics on laving to part 
with their famous relic, and the probable truth of the 
mutter is that one-half of the famous explorer rests in 
Havana und the other in San Domingo. Be that as it 
may. these historic remains will shortly be subjected to 
yet another desecration, when they recross the Atlantic 
for the last time, no longer in a fifteenth century 
caravel, but (shades of Columbus!) in the buggage hold 
of un up-to-date Atlantic liner. 

One need not, however. go oulside ove’s own country 
for instances of disturbed great ones. Everybody 
knows that the bones of Oliver Cromwell and the 
regicides were publicly dishonoured by order of Charles 
II. Few people, however. are aware that the remains 
of the murdered Charles I. were personally over- 
hauled at Windsor by George IV. and his favourite 
doctor. Sir Henry Halford. as the result of a little wager 
us to the exact place of the unfortunate Stuart's burial 
lace. 

: The result of their search was in every way 
satisfactory. the severed head and _ well-preserved 
features affording unmistakabl: evidence as to the 
genuineness of their find. 

The exact whereabouts of the iilustrious Miltou’s 
remains have from time to time given no little trouble 
to the minds of inquiring archaeologists. This sweet 
singer was buried in our oldesi city church, St. Giles, 
Cripplegate, in the year 1674. In 1790, during some 
repatis to the church, a leaden coffin was discovered 
beneath the chancel, which was stated to contain the 
poet's remains. 

Immediately a huge crowd of morbid-minded sight- 
seers flocked to the spot, greatly to the benefit of the 
church funds. Then some enterprising vestrymen 
conceived the idea of benefiting their own pockets by a 
sale of Milton's relics. They accordingly broke into 
the chure': after dark, and, in addition to several locks 
of hair, sto'e the great poet’s teeth, jaw bone, ribs, and 
right hand, from the sale of which they derived no in- 
considerable profit. The result of the sacrilegious raid 
has been that, as in the case of Columbus, the official 
tomb of Milton now contains only one half of his re- 
mains. 

The remains of at least four kings of England have 
been publicly disturbed by the opening of their coffins, 
whilst the stories of secret escapades of a similar nature 
are eae. Both Edward the Confessor, and Edward 
Longshanks were temporarily disinterred in the thir- 
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teenth and eighteenth centuries respectively ; but 
Henry of Bolingbroke was suffered to rest in Canter- 
bury Cathedral for over 400 years before, in 1832, his 
remains were disentombed in order to prove the where- 
abouts of his burying-place. ' 

It is a curious fact that, owing to their having been 
immured in air-tight coffins, the majority of these royal 
bodies were distinctly recognisable by reason of the re- 
markable preservation of their more characteristic 
features. 

For instance, both the squint of Longshanks 
and the settled melancholy of the first Charles are said 
to have been plainly visible for the few moments that 
their faces remained intact. Then th? pressure of the 
atmosphere, from which they had so long been securely 
sealed, asserted itself. The noses fell in, the cheeks 
followed suit, and ina few seconds the grinning skull 
peeped through the fast pulverising flesh, and nothing 
remained to distinguish a monarch of England from the 
humblest labourer on his broad lands. 

Recent events, however, appear to indicate that in the 
course of time there will be fewer and fewer famous 
remains to be desecrated. Duving the last decade or so 
many of the more enlightened among us have gone in 
wholesale for cremation. Without entering into all the 
merits und demerits of this system of disposing of a 
dead Lody, it may nevertheless be stated that the im- 
possibility of subsequently conducting a post-mortem 
examination of the corpse in a case of suspected poison- 
ing is its chief disadvantage. Nevertheless, it has made 
and is still making many distinguished converts, the 
remains of whom will, of course, be put beyond the 
reach of the relic hunter by the fiery manner of their 
funeral. 

Many scientific men, too, are giving their bodies to 
the great London hospitals for the purposes of dissec- 
tion, after their original occupants have done with them. 
Other prominent members of the literary. legal. medical, 
and artistic world, who, although unwilling to devote 
their entire persons to the cause of science are never- 
theless anxious to advance it in every way they can, are 
following the example of the late Dr. William Pepper, 
of Philadelphia. 

This gentleman conceived the idea that a far wider 
grasp of their subject would be obtained by students of 
the human brain could some really well-developed organs 
be placed at their disposal, instead of the criminal and 
pauper subjects upon which they had wholly to rely. 
The result of his idea was the founding of the Wistar 
Museum. This is the headquarters of a number of 
brainy individuals, mostly doctors and professional men, 
all of whom have pledged themselves to leave their brains 
to the society museum at their death. The brains them- 
selves, which already comprise those of the founder and 
first president—(Dr. Joseph Leity)—are preserved in 
spirits, bottled and labelled like so many unsmoked 
cods’ roes, and ranged along the shelves of a vault 
beneath the society's museum, where their convolutions 
can be studied without any fear of interruption from 
the outside world. 

Should any readers desire to combine business with 
philanthropy, they will doubtless be glad to learn that 
most London hospitals will cheerfully purchase their 
Lodies at the highest possible price and with the least 
possible amount of trouble to themselves, The usual 
price for a good healthy body is £1 15s. This sum is 
payable immediately the vendor has filled up the 
necessary deed by means of which the hospital 
authorities will be enabled to claim his body after his 
demise. 

People with abnormal Lodies or unusual discases, and 
freaks yanerally, can, however, always command better 
prices, which vary in direct proportion to the rareness 
of their complaint. 

Perhaps this is scarcely a step that will at first sight 
commend itself to the majority of people. Nevertheless, 
the fact must not be lost sight of that, next tothe 
more expensive ceremony of cremation, there is 
absolutely no surer way of assuring oneself either from 
the horrors of an ante-mortem burial or the lesser evils 
of a post-mortem desecration than by this voluntary 
surrender of one’s mortal shell to “the cause of 
science.” 

SS ei 


“Dip you ever in your life see me with a ruffled 
temper ?” she demanded. 

“Certainly not, Henrietta,” answered Mr. Meekton; 
“only slightly crimped now and then, that’s all.” 


a 
Scacates: “Say, Noggles, do you want a tip?” 
Noggles: “ What is it?” 
Scaggles: “Go down and stand in front of a bank. 
There's money in it.” 
sss efens = 

Marie: “Good-bye, husband! You'll take care of 
yourself, won't you, til you come back ?” 

Armand: “I will, dear. I'm wearing that new shirt 
you made me. I wouldn't be found dead with that shirt 
on, Marie, for a thousand worlds.” 


ed 


Mrs. Brown: “I'm sure ce have a good husband.” 

Mrs. Green: “ Yes; but then he is such a wretched 
manager. If you'll believe it, he went and paid our 
butcher’s and grocer's bill last week, when he knew 
well enough the children were dying for bicycles,” 


Behind the Moon. 


SPEAKING with strict accuracy, instead of presenting 
an unchanging face towards us, the moon appears to be 
never still, but always rocking backwards or forwards, 
falling toward us or uway from us, and by the. amount 
of these variations—small, it is very true—regions of 
the hemisphere turned away from us are disclosed. 

They are placed, unhappily, in a situation caicu- 
lated to defeat curiosity. e are permitted to take 
just a glimpse of “ the other side,” but to bring away 
only the minimum of information as to its condition. 
Perhaps it is rash to say we shall never know more of 
the “other side” of the moon, so marvellous have been 
the recent advances in astronomy. 

New discoveries after the manner of Rintgen rays 
may enable us to get a photograph through the moon. 
Short of that we must needs wait for some stray visitor 
from outer space to come into collision with the moon 
and turn it round, in order to enable us to satisfy our 
curiosity ; and patience may well be stimulated by the 
knowledge that the results of such a collision, shonld it 
ever occur, would, in all probability, be not less disag- 
trous to the earth than to the moon itself. 


RESULT OF FOOTBALL COMPETITION 
No, 17. 


£100 PRIZE WON. 


For the fifth time this season the £100 prize has again 
been won. 


Mr. B. V. TATCHELL, 


sent in an absolutely correct attempt, and a cheque for 
£100 has therefore been forwarded to him. 
This is a good start for the new year, isn’t it P 


Football Prizes of £1,000, £100, £25. 


Tur. Football Clubs named below play on Saturday, January Mth. 
Tv the reader who names the correct result of all these matches we will 
pay the sum of ONE HUNDRED POUNDS. In the event of two or 
more being co: rcet the money will le divided. 

If no oo pe tur gives a quite conect soiution TWENTY-FIVE 
FOUNDS will Le divided amongst those nearest. If between now and 
the close of the footl.all season any one competitor wins the hundred 
pounds prize in full three times consecutively we will make him a further 
present of ONE THOUSAND POUNDS, 
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Football Coupon Do. 20. 


Matches to be played om Saturday, January 14th, 


Cross out which you consider wiil be the losing clubs. For a draw 
don't crozs out either. 


St COOSeee 


1 Stoke v 2 Sheffield United. 
3 Aston Villa v 4 Burley. 

§ Blackburn Rovers v 6 Derby County. 
7 Wolverhampton Wan. v_ & Liverpool. 


9 Notts County 
11 Bury 
13 New Brighton 


v 10 Newcastle United. 
v 12 W. Bromwich Albion. 
v 14 Manchester City. 


15 Rangers v 16 Heart of Midlothian, 
17 Brighton United v 18 Warmley. 
19 Bristol City v 20 Millwall. 


21 Gravesend v 22 Tottenham Hotspur, 


23 Reading v 24 Southampton, 
25 Rochdale v 26 Chorley. 
27 Leicester v 28 Richmond. 
29 Cities v 30 Rest of Scotland, 
31 Warrington v 32 Leigh. 
BING ai sssissccsesecscesicccsoscessseavens eorsecseceeccssooccosees eossecseccccoscees 
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PPOSCCC SOC OSESOSSOOSSSSSSOSOOSOOOOO OOOO OOS OOS 


CCCOC OOOO OO SSS OOO SOOOOOOOOSOOSOOCSOOOSCCCCCO! 
CUT OUT COUPON AND POST TO US UNFOLDED. 


=a 


THINGS TO REMEMBER. 
Coupons may be sent either from P.W, or the Athlelic e 
the latter ,aper will be found valuable hints os otic s 
likely to win, 


2, Nobody must enter for this competition wh bide 
Editor's final decision. - een sete Danke 
8, Allconyons must reach us not later than Saturday, January 11th 
first post. Any enve! bearing a post r Meilay, 
Fae ath wits dieuiaey eT eee ee Ebay 

4. Competitors should cut out the rbove cou 
t their name And address in the space py ies ol gdoe peti 
*FOOTBALL No. 20,"" Pearson's Buildings, Frenrietta Street, W.C. 


1, 


ore. pons will be sent by return 
and are made available for any week. 
up and the coupons used snatpieeea sheets may be cut 


PEARSON LIMITED, HENRIETTA STREET, LONDON, W.C, 


The wonderful experiences of a country doctor kly being told in THE READ 
which is the finest and amasiert home ai we sais 
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NEW SERIAL STORY, 


ae nen 


(QOLD SATEEL, 
y 


By M, P. SHIEL. 


Author of “ Prince Zaleski,” “Empress of the Earth,” cte. 


SUMMARY. 

Trice: Tue Dars or Krxa Heyrr VIII. 

King’s messenger who calls at 
carrying off =r peed. ca girl 

ton! one Laura a love! 

ber panish, a statement that is questioned by oetranger. A duel is 

fought, in F rald is victor, but during the contest the 

m es are extracted from his discarded cloak a Bessie Ford, 

Laura's devoted sister, who wishes Laura to marry Mark Bonner, u 


it. 

student. takes the letters to om: Mauro Calvo (an alchymist, whom 
the King is going to put to death for sorcery), and implores him to 
marry Laura to a young man that Mio A ‘ht, in order that she ma: 
escape the clutches of Fi ridegroom elect is Mar 
Bonner, whom Calvo sends with a letter to the King, saying that he 
knows the contents of certain secrets written that morning, and that 
he will keep them secret if he is granted pardon. k is temporarily 
intercep by Fitzgerald. Laura and Bessic, who appear on the 
scene, are recognised and peresed by Fitzgerald and his comrade 
Macdonald, Meanwhile Mark gets to Palace. 


the 
re, 
1 } 


CHAPTER VII. (continted). 


Tue girls redoubled their speed, spurting like gaze- 
a But Bessie’s wits did not forsake her; she knew 
that Fitzgerald knew the abode of Laura; to that abode, 
therefore, there must be no return now. Down another 
alley she darted, holding Laura's hand, and then into the 
first open doorway. Here all was dark and still. They 
waited in a corner of the hall, hardly daring to breathe 
their laboured breaths. In a little while they heard the 
two men run past the door. ) 

The men, missing the quarry, made for Laura’s | gz. 
They ran up the stairs, alarmed tho whole household, 
demanded her room, and searched it. But by the time 
they had finished, Laura and Bessie were well on their way 
through St. Paul’s to London Bridge. 

Fitz and Mac descended and stood in the alley. Whither 
now should they turn, what do ? 

“ Whither away now, Mac ?” asked Fitz. 

«Tis a vile business, this,” said Mac, at a loss. 

They hooked arms and strolled listlessly down to the 
river's bank, pondering on emptiness. ‘To Inanity there is 
no solution, nor can the Void be added up. 

Here they remained a long time; perbaps an hour— 
stolling to and fro, watching the darkly-bushed banks, and 
the broad play of the rippled water into which the moon- 
shine beat and swelte 

“ ‘Tis a filthy business!” said Mac. 

“ By now the King knows,” said Fitz. 

“ Most like.” 

“I knocked on the head three several messengers from 
my Lord Wolsey. There will be the very devil to answer 


for, Mac. Beside, there was a fourth——’ 
“Who?” 
“ A messenger from a wizard-man of London Bridge.” 
“ Say youn—— ?” 


“But hold! why, this same boy was with the 
maidens!” 

“ And this fellow who was with the maidens bore a mes- 
enge from Calvo Lee 


He did. ; 
“Gadamercy, mon! why said’st thon not this 
before?” 
“ How so?” 
“Uds daggers! ’tis clear that ’tis the wizard hath the 
letters! Know you not thisman? He is called Calvo, and 


not a wench but holds in reverence his dark powers. 
’Tis {o just such an one that the girl would have borne 
the letters for their keeping ; and if his messenger was with 
with her, s’death, ’tis not a long guess! Come, Fitz—to the 
wizard's den, lad !” 

They took to their heels castward with new impulse. 

Meanwhile, in the den bencath the river, Bessic Ford and 
Laura waited, and Brother Bruno and Mauro Calvo waited. 
All was ready, but a bridegroom lacked. : 

Had the Fates in whom she trusted not been against her, 
Bessie Ford would long cre now have seen the marriage- 
h on her sister’s finger, for the hour was long past, and 
the lifted her eyes, and her hands were damp in one intense 
long clasp of fear, and Brother Bruno showed fervent im- 
patience, and Mark Bonner did not come. ; ‘ 

Calvo went about, decocting his brows, holding vials to 
the light, adjusting a still, smelling a fishy jelly, seekin 
evet to bind volatile Hermes, who would not be bound. 
And now he would tap Bessie Ford on the cheek, saying : 

“ Never fear, never fear!” 

“Pray he come anon,” said Brother Bruno. “Even a 
Crouched Friar cannot subsist without eating.” — 

Ho was a portly bonhomme, Brother Bruno, with 1 depth 
of abdomen equal to his breadth of shoulder. He drained 


ata a piggin of Calvo’s wine, and eat his broad, over- 
lapping bulk on a narrow stool with a short-winded sigh. 
‘The cross- of his order heaved in marked spasms on 
his cloaked Bessie Ford noted the signs of his 
growing unrest with a wan agony. 
“Oh. Some! is against me, sure!” she muttered. _ 
Calvo a scientific to Bruno, who did 


not care, holding a test-tube and tiny balance before the 
Friar’s 


ae noticed her sister’s careworn face, and leaned and 
tuid : 

“Don't fret! he will come. . .” : 

It was really she that held Brother Bruno. His oyes fed 
upon her. Here was the flash of womanh those 


epicure looks had yet at. , 
“And he should be tho happiest groom, too, in the 
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King’s realm!” he said. 
knave?” 

Would he never, never come? A slow hour drawled 
away. 

Bruno rose to go. 

Mark, meanwhile, was coming, swiftly, on horseback ; and 
with him, swiftly, on horseback, was coming King Henry 
the Eighth. 

Mark had sent in his letter to tho King after 
half-an-hour’s waiting in the ante-chamber ; and as coon as 
ever Henry read the words, he ordered the mezsenger to be 
detained, 

_King Henry at this time was in the first fulness of his 
vigour ; the blood ran red and scalding in his veins; and 
never was a King more vividly 2 Man. 

He had the power of cool deliberation in the midst of his 
most arr t passions. ‘The first thing he saw on readin 
Calvo’s letter was that Calvo had his letter to Wolsey, an 
had read it. That letter, then, lay open; and it contained 
secrets which, for a large part of his kinzdom, he would not 
have another eye peruse. Like lightning, he resolved that 
he, himself, and no other, must recover that open letter ; 
also that the eye which had rcad them must never see 
another sunrise. 

All the time he thought thus coolly his face was the very 
expression of royal rage. 

e@ had expected some dispatches from Wolscy in 
answer to his own, and understood now why they hac not 
come. He remembered, too, the messenger he had 
employed—the newly-tried Kildaro fellow. This yibbet- 
crow, then, had proved misercant. 

Tho King sat again at his escritoire, and took up some 
papcr-of-stute, tofinish its peruse] ; but as he read, he cast 
it down, and smote with his fist, crying : 

“Well, by the Splendour of God. . . 

He went stalking to and fro in the chamber, stretching 
his sculptured, close-clad legs. 

“Tell three Guards to await me in the palace-comt with 
two saddle-horses,” ho said to a gentleman-in-waiting. 

He resumed his striding. He tossed up a breath of 
bitter laughter on the words : : 

“ By the Splendour of God. . 

In about ten minutes he re-appeared from a withdraw- 
ing-room, bonneted and muffled inacloak. In the ante- 
room he cast a casual eye upon Mark Bonner as he passed, 
and said: 

“Lead the way to this Calvo.” 

Mark was trembling like aspen. 

The cavalcade set off, with a Janthorn. 
They went galloping, the Guards behind. 
minutes King Henry was jerking down the steep stone 
steps of Mauro Calvo’s dark den. 

The door was half-open. It was pulled back. Laura and 
Bessie Ford leapt up, expecting Mark. Bruno was just 
about to go. 

For Mark they saw King Henry. The first face upon 
which the King’s eye rested was the face of Laura Ford. 

He started, and immediately turned his look away. 

The light was very dim, and came only from the ycllow 
blotch of the horn-lanthorn. 

Mark end the guards entered. The anns of Bessie Ford 
wero trembling in visible up-and-down jerks, like spasms. 
She knew the King, and had seen him look—and turn his 
look away. 

As for Calvo, he stood erect, near the further door, cycing 
the King with calm, goggle eyes. Here were two kings, 
and not one. Though Henry’s visit was as sudden as a 
thunder-bolt, and Calvo read the reason in his face, yet he 
did not flinch. 

Why did not the King speak? He had his outstretched 


“Why comes net the mumping 


” 


Mark led, 


finger covering the alchymist, and on his tongue were | 


the words: “ Arrest me that stinking rat!” But, instead, 
he turned his head and said : 

“La, mameels, what make you here. . . 

His faco wore a coarsely sheepish expressiun of some 
dawning, sly purpose. 

Bessie Ford, cold with honor, had cringed and backed, 
as from some deadly snake, toward the further end, inatine- 
tively near to the protection of Calvo, drawing her aister 
with her. 

At that moment, Fitzgerald and 


td 


Macdonald came 


bounding into the room, and saw—the King! Fitz hung 
his had, as tho King’s hard eyes rested a moment upon 
him. 


Again the King’s finger went out, and this time he said: 

“ Seize mo that lousy stinkard!” 

Even at that moment of his peril Mauro Calvo's cyes 
rested upon the face of Bessie Ford, and saw its angnish. 
And, even at that moment, he had room in his brain to pity 
her. He remembered that the thing which she feared had 
come upon her. : ; 

Suddenly, as the Guards moved te seize him, the rooin 
was in nethe : 

horn me out. 
a dagger A at his heart would not have surprized 
King Harry. 

“ Guick, Hight . . « !” he cried. : 

The Guard who had carried a lanthorn had deposited 
it on a step outside, where he had stood to light down the 
King. He rushed out, and perhaps within a minute after 
the darkness, there was again light. 

But where was Mauro Calvo? He was gone. And where 
were Bessie and Laura Ford? They were gone, too. : 

The men rushed into the inner room. They ransacked it; 
in rushing search, they tapped the walls ;they looked toward 
the ceiling; they locked at the floor. Tho wizard had 
vanished on the devil’s wing; the girls had thinned to air. 

Harry wry-pushed his lips and gnawed the pout at a 
corner, meditating with scowling brow. He took in with 
his tongue-tip his moustache-end to ynaw. 

His firat words were 2 surprise. ‘They showed that the 
centre of gravity of his interest had changed. 

He said to Mark Bonner, speaking very low: 

“ Knowest thou that maiden ?” 

“ Which, sire? ” faltered Mark, 


rdarkness. Ata uiere touch of his finger the | 


“The taller.” 

“Yes, sire.” 

“What is thy name?” 

“ Mark Bonner, sire.” 

“Find her, and tell me where, and I wil! ros: .£ thee 
what thou wilt.” 

He turned to Fit zyerald. 

“ Well, villain— my letters!” 

Fitzgerald said: 

“ I deserve to be hangel, sire.” 

The King lowered bis voice. 

“Sawest thou that maiden cren now ?” 

“ Yes, sire.” 

“ Art thou truly a shrewd flllow?” 

“T believe it, sire.” 
“Then prove it. 
What is thy name *” 

“ Garrett Oge Fitzgerald, sire.” 

_“Tremember, If thou has need of a fell purse, bear this 
ring to my Chamberlain.” 

He turned to Macdonal., 

“Fellow, thou art in my Li 

“T am, sire.” 

“ And a comrade of this kuave here f ” 

“Yes, sire.” 

“I know thy face. What is thy name ?” 

“ James Craigie Macdonald, sire.” 

“A Scot?” 

“ Yes, sire.” 

“Then a shrewd fellow, I warrant” 

“It is like, sire.” 

The King’s voice dropper. 

“Sawest thou that maiden even now ? ” 

“ Yea, sire,” 

“Tell my Lord Welsey that the King takes tins 
forth into his service. Find her, knave, through whatever 
difficulty or peril, and thou shalt reap a fair harvest. «Go 
first to my Chamberlain, with Fitzgerald an Bonner, a1 
get thy purse well filled. Kut find her—fail mo not, if 
thou lovest thy life.” 

“T will do what tryin ean. sire.” 

“And thou?” he said to Vitzgerald. 

“Why, truly, sire.” 

“ And thou?” 


Find her, and thow hast iy favour. 


rd Wolsey’s .crvice. I see.” 


Tame 


He turned to Bonner. 
| Bonner did not answer. though he felt loiee-h, 
nilly, one of the Leaue furmel by the Kine. 
But the King did not notice his sien. and at once 
went fumbling from the voum. 


In fifteen | 


| CHAPTER VIII. 
Turn Poorrives, 
We have said of Bessie Ford that: she was mor 
tant than the Battle of the Spurs, or the Council uf ‘Treat ; 
| also that she was like a pebble drop) into weter, round 
' which float out and widen slow circles; only, in hee case, 
! instead of the circles fading as they widen-d. they still 
gathered depth and height—they filled a sca—till at tho 
ra they rolled away in sombre bellaws, mountain 
igh. 

From her partly sprang that Reformation which sliook 
the world. 

Let us follow, circle by civele, the widening reach of ier 
life, and watch its culmination. Of this she is worthy : for 
truly high and heroic wi: the Virtue of the girl, and great 
her passionate unselfislmess, and her streng pati nce, and 
her pious valour. 

When Mauro Calvo, in his laboratery v1 
| vanishes from the presence of King Harry, 2 
the wing of Suthanas, takinz with him Kr 
Ford, in reality, of course, Satan had nothing to do with 
the case. The escape was effected in the darkne<s 
through a hole which did not at all sem to 
there. On ono side the wall slanted inward toward 
the roof ; and in this wall was asmall cirenlis window near 
! the bottom, shut with a slab of stonce-vwerk. ‘The inner 
| surface of this slab was covered with a layer cf cobalt, and 
| touched a ledge in the wall coated with Icad-stone, thon 
, called “ Lydian stone ;” the slab was thus kept in place hy 

mayvuetic force, and it was only necessary ts pvesent ait 

' artificial magnet to its upper outer edge to cus: it to fall 

, by its own weight upon the palm. On its hidden sw face 

was a handle; and Calvo had no sooner whispere'1 to Bessio 

| and Laura and pushed them through, then hims+1f foll wins 

! with a bag, he replaced the slab with perfect nui--lessness, 
| and left the wall complete and impenctrab!e. 

The fugitives groped their way up scme éi-ps in the 

| thickness of the wall; at the top was a similar window, 

' opening inwards, and before the window a little oat. loll- 


Dapors 
' 


rihe river, 
to owese on 
mo Laure 


Toa 


| ing in the thick shadow of Londun Bridge, ta:tened to a 


staple. 

The hurried in, Cxlvo pushed off, and plied an car. 

In the middle of the river he stepped pes locked up at a 
black sky, crowded with stars. @ thought cf his optic 
tube, quite lost now to him, and was pettish. 

“ Well, now, you see what you have brought me to,” he 
said. 

Bessie Ford’s hands were clasped in a pas:ion of grati- 
tude. 

“Sure, my good father, may the good iod— ” 
whispered. d 

“Yes, yes; but you sec what you have brought me to 
Bow, don’t you?” he said. 

In reality, of cours, Bessie had not brought him to any- 
thing. This sudden a from his retorts, and 
alchahests, aud alchemies had been occasioned by his own 
letter to Henry; and even before that letter, as he knew, 
his doom had been settled. But upon poor Bess he put 
the blame, 

Laura leant her lovely forehead w Bessie’s shoulder, 
which trembled. Calvo, looking up, o' ed old Aldvbaran 
and Sirius, and the drifting sede 

“Mumping chuff, that king!” he said. “ What, i’ God’s 
name, to do now?” 


rhe 


“ Does Love Grow Cold After Marriage?” See the current HOME NOTES. 
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There was silence. : 

“Sure, Master Calvo,” suggested Bo:sie, “ my uncle of 
the Bell would not be slow tv give hiding place to 0 good 
a friend to me as you.” 

“The Bell, is it? Are yor going lack to the Bell?” 

“ Why, yes, sir, as I suppose.” 

“Very well. Go your own way. 
with you, you know—nothing at all. 
are no concern of mine—remomber that, prithee. 
you gee that chuff of a king look at your sister” 

“ Alas, Masier Calvo, yes.” 

, x And did you understand tho full meaning of that 
v0 le ? »” 

© Alas, alas, yea, sir.” 

“ Well, then, take my word for it, 
have all London searched to find her.” 

“ Oh, holy Mother:” 

“Go to the Bell, if you like, and take her with you. 
‘That will be the firat place his paltering pricrs will Lic to, 
be sure. But ’tis no affair of mine, you understand. As 
for me, ere morning I shall he far enow from London.” 

“Then—then shall I be left fatherlesz, in good sooth, 
my master!” 

* Well, well, don't start—don't start crying.” 

“ You foretold ine, sir, that the King should never, never 
ece her!” 

“ Did I say that, now? Well, he has seen her, you see. 
The stars don’t always mean what they say, young woman. 
But never mind—I can't abre the crying, you know —wo 
shall see, we shall see.” 

He patted her head. 

‘There was silence. 

“Do you mean that you will be tabing us with you into 
the country, sir?” Bessie asked with timid voice. 

“What! encumber myself with two young women-— 
perfozt strangers to me—in that way?” 

“By my credit, no, that in truth would he asking a 
world too much, Master Calvo.” 

“ Te would, it would. Gramercy! Iam not your fatker, I 
suppose, hey? And I without a gront to buy myself a 
platter of furmity withal. No, no, »o—what are you talking 
ubout? Yon go your way, and I go mince. Only, whatever 
you do, don’t cry—don’t crs.” 

Listlessly he patted her head, his goggle, mis-shapen 
eyos wandering over the sprinkled and straying firmament. 

Laura lifted her fatally fair face to make an observation. 

“T don't like the country, I,” she pouted. 

“ Why, Laura—sh—sh-h, dear.” whispered Bessie. 

“ Hullo! here's another one of them,” said Mauro Calvo. 
“What! you like not the country, hey? Well, into the 
country you go,then! Tis you, with your face, that's 
the canse of all. What! Not iike what your sister wishes, 
hey? Into the country you go: ” 

Bessie’s heart bounded. By the side of Calvo she felt an 
arm of mighty protection underneath and about her. She 
Qivined continually that his heart was fatherly, and his 
brain potent; and that both were hers. 

She waited. He had taken the oar agnin, and was 
paddling toward the north bank in the direction of the Old 
Swan steps. 

Presently he spoke good words ; he said: 

“Have you any moncy ?” 

“Why, yes, Master Calvo; fifteen hoardvd crowns ina 
coffer at the Bell.” 

“Very well. Go and get them, and make a bundle of 
them with some clothes. Take your sister with you, and 
get into the house secretly, letting nobody at all know that 
you are there. Give heed you he not followed in the strects 
now, and look out for me in an hour. [ will give three 
whistles. I am going now to get horses for us.” 

Hessic Ford whispered into Laura’s car: 

“Isn't he good!” 

The boat's prow touched the zreen old stime of the steps. 
The sisters went running, hand in hand, northward. Calvo 
ylided into darkness still further eastward in the skiff. 


- 


Ihave nothing to do 
You and your affairs 
But did 


before morning he'll 


CHAPTER IX. 
Tur Spaniarp, 

Loxpox now lay well asleep, and the watchman’s 
lanthorn dawdled winking through a glwn_ cemetery 
quietude. Only yonder in Bridewell was there sound and 
movement, where a soins went forward in the palace of 
Quecn Katherine ; and also cloze by in the Bridewell Palace 
of my Lord Cardinal of York was lizht, and some stir, and 
the smiting of a horse's forefoot. : 

Eastward, in the yard of the Bell, were also four moving 
fect. Bessie’s and Laura's. They descended with stealthy 
trepidations some steps to the cellar door, of which Bessie, 
the inn’s chamberlain, kept the key in » hip-pouch. Through 
a trap-door of the cellar they ascended to the room used b 
Bessie; and hera, within five minutez, without sound, 
feeling her way in the dark, Bessie had busily pinned 
together a little bundle. 

Laura sat on a bel on the floor, embracing her knees. 
Her left lid had a droop, making the lovely brown bright- 
ness of that eye smaller than the lovely brown brightness 
of the right; and this droop gave to her beauty a certain 
melancholy, purely Spanish, when she held her head side- 
ways in a brooding moment. So now she sat, woefully 
meditating. 

‘here was yet an hour to wait for Mauro Calvo. Bessie 
sat by Laura with the bundle. And presently there was 
lew speech. 

“ Wel!, Laura, girl, it has really come to that—the King 
has seen thee.” 

“Is it that we shall go back again into the country ?” 

“Why certes, as thou know'st. Do not fret: now, nor be 


el. 
“T like being in London, I ——” 

« But thou wilt like the country also, sweet. Be sweet 
and good, now—oh do! Shall I not be with thee always, 
And Master Calvo also?” : 

« What, that old lobcock——” 
“Laura, sh-h-h. Oh, Laura!” 
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“But it is that I shall not be married any more with 
Mark Bonner?” 

“Why, yes, of course, of course, if the good God shall be 
our friend. But not now! That King, Laura. . . 2 ” 

Laura’s hands met gaily in a single silent clap. 

“ T saw him looking at me!” 

“ Laura, thou didst *” 

“ He is very big and handsome, the King.” 

“Thate him! Oh, I hate him, hate him!” 

“He had five big rings on his left hand, and round his 
neck wa3a baldrick thick with balasses.” 

“But that look, Laura! Didst thou see it? Oh, there 
was a world of evil in that look! There was no good in 
that look of King Henry!” 

“They say he is a geeat ove for pretty girls, the King.” 

« But, let him beware of one pretty irl, Loura Ford! 
If that man meddles with theo, I will kill iim. Thou 
hear'st me? I will iJ him—God forgive me:” 

“ Paith, thou art not jealous of the King, Bess? Phew! 
I would not desert thee for him, not I! Phew !—thank you, 
sirs—not I!” 

Bessie wrapped her in a passionate kiss. Never could she 
quite believe in her actual possession of so glorious a thing 
as Laura. Laura seemed ever on the point of taking ever- 
lasting flight from her urms, and every rare word of love 
uttered by her sister made her glow, and she treasured them 
long, like rare corais, in her memory. 

“But,” said Laura, “how came the King in that old 


hoball’s den? ” 

“Oh, love, spenk not so of Master Calvo, I prithee! He 
came, it iz clear, to arrest Master Calvo. And I suspect 
*twas because he knew, someways, that Master Calvo had 
the letters.” 

“ Which letters, Bess?” 

“Why, the letters of the King which I took from Master 
Fitzgerald.” 

«Thou took’st some letters? ” 

« Ah, thon dost not wot then? Nay, I forgot. I will tell 
thee all.” 

So she told how, to save Laura from the Irishman, she 
had stolen from his cloak the King’s lettera, while he fought 
a wager of battle with tho foreigner in the Bell’s Yard; 
and how she had taken them to her good ingle, Mauro 
Calvo; and how, perhaps, as ehe divined, the King had 
heard of this, aad come and ecen—-nd seen——- 

And she had hardly finished the tale when both leapt to 
their fect with a etifled cry. For there, before them, hold- 
ing a light, a bandage round his bruised skull, in a 
déshabille cf camisolo and hose, stood that very forcigner 
with whom Garrett Oge Fitzgerald had done battle. 

He put his finger on his lips, and bowed low. 

Almost before his eyes could rest upon the lovely face, 
Bessie Ford had enst over it a loose capote which she wore, 
and pushed Laura toward the tapestry. And at once she 
stepped toward the stranger, puffed out his taper-light, and 
stood pale in challenging expectancy before him. 

“Mamszl,” said the gentleman, “such precautions, by 
my faith of a caballero, are wnneceszary with me. From 
me you have nothing to fear.” 

“Then what make you here, sir?” said Bessiv. 

* I come to serve you.” 

“ How know yon that we have need of service, sir?” 

“Troth, lady, I have been put to bed in the neighbouring 
chamber with my broken skall, and the door lies open. 
avouch that [ have harkened to the most of your palabras, 
having heard the name of the King oft repeated hy you.” 

“The King, sir?” 

“Why, yes, the King. If now I say that the King clearly 
seem no friend to you, and I add thereto that I, at this 
hour, am no friend to the King, then it ensues that you and 
L are friends.” 

“ But, sir, I know you nut——” 

“ Nay, but if I tell you who I am, then will you know me 
better. Iam a servant of the King of Spain, sent express 
to England to search into ecrtain allegations respecting the 
King in relation to Queen Katherine, who happens to be 
aunt to my master, the King of Spain. This is the real 
truth, on my faith of a Caballero; so now you sce that I can 
be no great friend tothe King of England, who is no great 
friend to you.” 

“ But, sir-—-—’ 

“Nay, nay, lady, Itell you candidly that I have need of 
you. Again I vouch you assurance that no hurt is meant 
you; but the Infanta of Portugal, and the daughter of 
Ferdinand is a personage of some importance, even in this 
currish land. And you hear ?—that is one lock secured. I 
am going to leave the house, and you will wait here till I 
return ; and now the other.” 

The Spaniard, as he spoke, had rushed from one to the 
other of the two doors, locking them and seizing the keys. 
Ina minute he was heard in the next room, fumbling, 
striking a light, hurrying on his clothes. 

Bessie Ford’s wild eyes wandered round the blank dark- 
ness for help or hope. And she wailed : 

“Oh, my mother, what isthis? Master Calvo will come, 
and we locked in! Oh, sure, sure, Something is ayainst me, 
sure——” 


CHAPTER X. 
Tue Circces Spreap. 

Tur Spaniard cautiously butted his way tuward a front 
gable-door, drew the bolts, and went running down the 

slumboring Cheap toward Bridewell. 
At this time, King Henry, long since grown tired of 
Spanish Catalina, his dead brother’s wife, was playing the 
lant with a maid of honour of Catalina’s court, Anne 
leyn. The answer of Anne, who had guile, and 
unbounded ambition, was a persistent : “ No—I havea fancy 
for passing through the gate of el Le fps 
King Henry, whose will, once roused and crossed, was like 
a West Indian cyclone, said to himself: Anne I must marry, 
since I will it, but how? 8S it occurred to him that 
the death of the male heirs borne him by Katherine was a 
dispensation of Heaven for his sin in marrying a brother's 


than for long and heavy 
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wife; a superstition with which this potent mind 
impreszed the English people, that,.in an amusing form, it 
remains part of our social life to this hour. : . 

The word Divorce accordingly arose in the kingly bratu. 
And on the subject of Divorce he began to write argumen- 
tative letters tomy Lord Cardinal of York, receiving in reply 
argumentative letters from my Lord Cardinal on that very 
subject. 2 : 

Unfortunately, a nephew of Katherine was the Emperer 
Charles V. of Spain and Austria, the most powerful ot 
monarchs: and in cloze league with him was—the Pope. 

‘And a whisper of how matters stood was in the air; 
and Katherine had written letters to Charles, her nephew, 
full of complaint and despondency: the King no Jenger 
cared for her, the King, the King, the King. So Charle: 
had sent over, in reply, a secret agent, the Conde Chris- 
toval Alvarada d’Ossorio, & redoubtable fighter and cour- 
tier, instracted, at all costs, to gather furtive information. 

‘The Conde Alvarada d’Ossorio, hearing Garrett Og 
Fitzgerald boast of secret letters of the King in his 
riding-cloak, fought him in the yard of the Bell, hepins 
for a glance of those letters, and had been knocked on tho 
head. 

In fact, one of those letters did relate to Queen Katharins, 
and the King’s tender conscience, and the killing charms of 
Mistress Aune; and it contained that word Divorce. So that 
when Calvo wrote to Henry his veiled threat of publishing 
this letter, he knew well that were its contents just then to 
mect the eye of Charles, its effect would be an instant cou- 
flagration of war between Spain and England. 

Alvarada, however, had been baulked of a sight of it by 
the great sword of Garrett Oge. He lay bruised on his bed : 
when, lo, there came voluntarily to his ears from the next 
room yet another tale of Henry’s vagrant passions. 

Down past the Cheap, past Paul's, he went running towai a 
Bridewell. 

Now, it happened that 
of St. John ;on which day 


that night was the eve of the Vigil 
thestandingand marching watches, 
levied from cach ward, with mayor, sheriffs and waytes of tho 
City, filed past the King and Queen--a great day. Anil 
because this was the eve of that Vigil, the masque at the 
Bridewell Palace was nocturnal, in contrast with the midday 
functions then everywhere usual. 

Ina hall of the palace sat Queen Katherine on a da‘s. 
The hall was crowded with green birch, long fennel, orpin, 
St. John’s wort, and white lily, in honour of the occasion. 
A hand of minstrels in the great cave of an oriel, played thu 
tabouret, the virgins, the lute, the rebeck. And deforo 
the Queen a refulgent crowd of flushed beauties and prie-ts 
and nob'es denced that more stately gavotte, the pavan. 

At that time the sun wae hot, and the heart of Eure; 6 
young. Women knew how to be born beautiful, and mer 
admired them with gusto. Also, everyone’s tongue rav fri, 
and extraordinary things wero said. 

But the Queen was a contrast to ber surroundings. ‘The 
Spanish melancholy was upon her. She had taken to wear 
the sad-colonred fabric called Lombardines; and thougl: 
her placard was au embroidery of diamonds, and her vest 
Lrocaded gold, and her cloak a crimson velvet of Gensa, 
crmine-furred, yet she remained a figure of grief. Her vars 
continually awaited a sound which did not come. Sh» 
expected the King. 

After a long time he came. He had returned te the 
Westminster’ Palace after the fiasco in Mauro Calvo's din; 
and then, with a “ Pah!” of diagust, he remembered lis 
queen’s masque. 
lle threw on a Russian masquerade, and as he stepped 
into a whirlecote, accompanied by the Earls of Essex and 
Fitzwater, he hissed to himeelf: “ By Heaven’s Light! ‘tis 
the toothsomest sweet ment « ha!” 

Presently, (Queen Katherine's straining cars heard a senn-t 
of hautboys and trumpets, and a herald-cry : 

“Wonry, King of England and France, and of tho 
provinces of Gascoigne, Guienne, Normandy, Anjou, Wal:., 
and Ireland!” 

The Que:n rose, and stepped down. The dance cease). 
In the lane that formed, two eyes—the eyes of Anne Boleyn 
--waited for a meaning glance. But no glance caine. 
Henry walked through, a pluinp and stalwart figure. ile 
took the Queen’s hand, saying listlessly: “Ah, lady mize.” 
He sat sideways by her, sticking out a straight left ley. 
And presently,with a slap of the hand, he cried: “ Dance 
it then! dance it! Let the music knock it!” and sat list- 
lesaly again, his hcad on his hand. 

At once the hall slid into rhythm‘c movement, to the lilt 
of the lively canary-dance. 

Once Anne Boleyn, tripping near the royal sei.:, armed 
her eyes with an under-glance of coquettish flame; but at 
that moment Harry was taking from a cup-bearer a goict 
of gingered ypocras, and did not even glance at her. ler 
eyebrows lifted, and her flush turned to mottle. 

And once again she came—she was a girl of bold hort, 
prompt to action, iron in purpose —qualities which she con- 
cealed under the levity and abandon of a Parisian dancing- 
girl. She was like a rock invisible under foam. Dancing 
aoe near, she said to her partner, loud enough for the 

ears: 
“ Sure, to-night the King is glum. Gogsnouns: he hth 
the sweating sickness, sure.” 

Henry, starting at the prick of the challenge, cried : 

“La! the Mistress Anne is observant to-night ! Sweating 
sickness, quotha: Ha, mamzel! can you eee beneath my 
clothes, then ? ” 

“ Why, sure,” said Anne, “a King is oft a naked thing to 
his loving subjects’ eyes.” ; 

A ribald jest leapt to the lips of Henry. But, instead, he 
wa Kay. nay_goto--mese ol th 

‘ay, nay: ) of thy banterings to-night, Ludy.” 

Anne whedel away with a raging pale g A ale 
words were to her nothing less than a huge calamity, the 
per i a peer Suddenly, at the brusque 
rebuff and dismissal, a whole fabric collapsed—all seemed lost. 
She went dancing down the tiled floora crushed and wounded 
thing, with white face. 


(To be continued.) 
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THE BIGGEST— 


—F eas are of Russian nationality. 

—Cycrop.=DIA is the Chinese. It consists of over 5,000 
volumes. 

—PeaRL in the world is in the possession of Queen 
Victorin. 

—Rancu is owned by a lady in Texas, it is 700,000 
acres in extent. 
—University is at Cairo. 
tor over 16,090 students. 
—Boox is the Hebrew Manuscript Bible, in the 
Vatican. It weighs 320]b. 

—Picrure is the oil painting by Tintoretio entitled 
+ Paradise,” its dimensions are 8fft. by 334ft. 


—EWERALD ever discovered belongs to the Sultan of 
Turkey. It is about the size of the average hen’s egy. 


Ié has accommodation 


—Bext is the “Giant of Giants” of 
Mescow. It stands 21ft. high, is Gsft. 
ia Circumference and weighs over 150 
tons, 


—Tree is known as the “Grizzly 
Ginnt,” of California. It is 275ft. high 
vad no less than 93ft. in cirenw- 
ference. 


—OrcHaro is at Toddington in the 
county of Gloucester. It is 50U acres in 
extent and in some seasons yields its 
owner & profit of £10,000. 


—WaveEs known are those off the Cape 
of Good Hope, where, under tha 
induence of a north-west gale, they have 
Joon found to exceed oft. in height. 


—Leur of coal ever dug out of the 
eth is thut raised from one of the 
sigan collieries. It took nine months 
to lew it out of the seam and it weighed 
over twelve tons. 


Sut out 
le four 


—EARtHENWARE jug stands over the 
fmt door of a china, glass and earthen- 
Wire warehouse at Atherstone. Its 
cypacity is 150 quarts, and a man can 
sit inside it comfortably. 


—SnHoes ever worn by a lady were those 
made for an American giantess, Miss 
El'a Ewing, who stood 7ft. lin. in 
height. Her little © Trilbies ” measured 
1 \in. from toe to heel. 


—Azmy in proportion to its popula. 
tion. is that of Switzerland. No stand- 
ing army is permitted by law. but all 
citizens are liable to serve and in turn 
undergo annual military training. 


—CarpPets ever inade belonged to the 
Cariton Club. Twenty men at least were 
required to g: 6 i+ outside for cleaning. 
It measured 2vyds. by I6yds; and 
weighed a ton and a quarier. 


—STEAM-CRANE is used by a shipping 
ecmpany at Hamburg. It is kept ai 
the docks, and is used in liftiny 
iramense weights on and off ship-board, 
It can pick up a ten-wheel locomotive 
with ese. 


—Liprarvisthe Bibliothéque Nationale, 


in Paria, founded by Louis XIV. Itcon- 295: tt:a 
tains about 1,560,000 volumes. 30000 to rsacs 
pumphiets, 175,09) inanuseripts, 500.000 aay 
maps and charis, an? 150,000 eons and JVs #9 


medals. 
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The Worst Prisons in the World. 


Tur prison system and treatment of prisoners is 
worse in Morocco than in any other country in the 
world. 

Men are arrested—often merely to spite someone 
whom they have Leen so unfortunate as to offend, and 
who possesses some power—and flung into prison, where 
they would Le left to starve did not their relatives or 
friends bring them food. for no arrangements whatev-r 
are made by the authorities for the feeding of prisoners. 
All that is provided is a prison, generally crowded with 
prisoners dying of the most loathsome and infections 
diseases. dark and unventilated; and custodians. who 
ae ane os brutal and savage as the prison system 
iuselr, 

Prisoners are cast into these hotbeds of disease, 
generally without the most farcical pretence of a trial, 


impotent. 


—Sea-weep bears the scientific name of Nevucyetis. Ut | some way or another, Starving merely is too vood for 


occasionally attains a length of 300ft. It flouts on the 
surface of the ocean on account of being Iuoyed up by 
lurze hadder-like enlargements of the st mand often 
linpedes navigation, 


—Niucer of gold ever found is the one unearthed by 
two miners at Hill Ead, New Sonth Wales. in May. 
Wr2, It weighed 640Ib. and realised nearly 30,000. 
The miners were living on food which they had begged, 
when they discovered their ready-made fortune. 


Ir this article meets the eye of the lynx-eyed reader 
und he finds out it is not absolutely correct in every 
etuil, let me ask him not to trouble to write to your 
poor old editor about it. Remember his giey hairs, and 
do not be in a hurry to add to theig, number. Why 
make him a—er—atoryteller for the sgke of a few miles 
longer or shorter, a few tons, over or above, or a few 
hundred thousand pounds, more or less? One thing we 
do state, without fear of contradiction, that is that the 
Biggest Budget in the world .undoubtedly emanates 
from Henrietta Street, London. It is on sale on 
Thursdays. It consists of three papers and it costs one 
pee. . Don't forget the Budget—the Bra Bupesr, 
seit ee Brightest—and the Best in the 


The Editor of the ATHLETIC 
“A Dash 


for a Throne.” 


them in the opinion of the authorities, 

Not long ago. a mervehant who had dared to claim 
payment for goods supplied toa friend of one of the 
Court officials. was cast into prison without trial, and 
after suifering torments in the midst of a muss of 
diseased humanity for months, was taken out, shoved 
intoa bare! fitted with long spikes, und rolled down a 
high steep hill. The barrel eventually plunged into the 
sea with its torn and mangled cargo. Imprisonment, 
torture, and death fur daring to present his bill! 

The prisons in Turkey are almost as bad us those in 
Morocco. only the Armenian affairs have so aroused the 
European representatives out there that the Sublime 
Porte—the arte of Sublime Devilry—cannot treat its 
prisoners quite as it used to do. Even now, however, 
most of the men and women in Turkish prisons would 
starve to death were it not for the food brought to them 
by merciful and darin friends—daring because more 
than one has himself heen cast into the prison for 
bringing food to another. 

Disease is the predominant feature of Turkish 
prisons, and the most horrible «diseases known to 
modern science. ;Should a prisoner be fortunate enough 
to regain his freedom—an improbable contingency—it 
is hardly ible that he can escape death, for the 
dodging disease in » Turkish prison is by no means 
an eusy task. 
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ALWAYS ROOM ON TOP FOR THESE. 


Ir is refreshing to find that the German Euiperor i. 
diffident concerning his ability on at least one point, 
namely, his singing. Yet he is a good baritone singe:. 
But he will not sing unless he is accompanied either vy 
his wife on the piano or by hie brother on the violin 


THE Cross of the Legion of Honour worn by the 
French President was not bestowed upon him out cot 

liteness, Lut was well earned by M. Faure in 1571 
While he was a leather merchant in Havre he raised a 
company of volunteers against the revolutionists, and 
performed many gallant acts when Paris was in flames 

Tue Rev. R. Brindle has the credit of beiny the first 
Chaplain of the Forces to receive a military distinction 
from the Queen. His D.S.O. has been well-earned by 
his attention to the welfare of soldiers both at home 


4 0 he m | und in the field. Many a young soldier has been kept 
to die and rot if their crimes are light, or their enemies | 


straight by his brotherly advice. He is sixty, but still 


Otherwise, they are probably tortured in | hale and ‘hearty. 


SOMETHING NEW IN COMPETITIONS. 


__ Cur out the following circles round the lines. place each on a circular piece of 
stiff paper or cardbcard. cut to fit it, and after placing one on top of the other, the 
smallest being on top, put u pin through the centre. — 

The apparatus is now ready for use. 

The puzzle is to tm each of the circles round to such a position as to discover 
the total of four numbers added together in one column which appears the greatest 
number of times irheu the dises ove arranged in one position. For example, in the 
diagram below, 1 appears twice, 15 appears twice, and 17 appears twice. 

When you have arrived at the result, gum down your discs so that they will not 
slip, draw a line through each set of four figures, and send the whole to us in 
an envelope marked © CrRcLEs.” 

A cheque for £5 will be given to the sender of the currect reply. In the event 
of a tie. the prize will go to the sender of the neatest solution. All attempts to 
mach tlis office by Monday, January 16th, 1899. 


HERsERT von BisMARCk is popular] 
supposed to have inherited all his father's 
bad qualities, but none of the good ones. 
He is, however, manly and broad-minded, 
and his character may be judged from 
the fact that be numbers among his 
friends Lord Rosebery and Mr. Balfour. 
He is not so “peppery” as his dis- 
tinguished futher was. 


Taitou, the wife of the Emperor 
Menelik, who will accompany her lord 
on his European tour, is a stout, but 
dignified and somewhat prepossessing 
lady. Her conversation is bright and 
entertaining, and she writes a very read- 
able letter. She does not dreas any 
more richly than her ladies in waiting. 
but she believes in Court etiquette, and 
no man must gaze upon her unless he 
has been formally presented. 


Paste them 
up on stilt 
parer. 


Dr. Nansen is not the first explorer 
of his family. His ancestor, Haus 
Nansen, born in 1598, explored the 
White Sea, and spent some years in 
command of a vessel trading on tha 
Iceland coast. He also wrote a book; 
he described the heavens and the earth, 
and gave such an accurate account of 
Arctic routes that the book remained a 
standard work until early in the present 
century, despite the compilation of mora 
recent treatis: ©. 


Tue Sultan is a millionaive several 
times over. His income, public and 

rivate, amounts to a million and a 
alf sterling annually. His money is 
almost entirely invested outside Turkey" 
America being the country now favoured 
by His Majesty. At one time he had 
five millions invested in Great Britain, 
but the change in the political relations 
between us and the Ottoman Empire 
caused the Sultan to make other arrange 
ments. 


THE Prince of Wales once di-comfited 
a forward Yankee. The Prince and some 
members of his suite were in the galleries 
of the Louvre, and one of a party of 
Americans thought he recognised him. 
A dispute took place anda bet was made. 
The Yankee walked up to an equerry 
and asked the name of the gentleman 


is ae whom he took to be the Prince. “The 
wee nearly Earl of Chester,” replied the equerry at 
Sertect: the Prince's instigation, giving one of 


His Highness's titles, and the Yankee 
ret'r:d crestfallen. 


Kine Oscar, of Sweden, among his varied accom- 
lishments, includes that of landscape painting. He 
1s turned out come good work in that direction. Other 

royalties have imitated him—the German Emperor. for 
one—but they are far behind the Swedish monarch. 

Tue little Marquis of Stafford, who is vow eight 

years old, made his first appearance as a public speaker 
when he was six. It was at a bazaar, and he opened it 
hy saying that he was sorry his manna could not be 
there, but she hoped the bazaar would yo on all right 
and get lots cf money. 


Lorp Rvssens, the Lord Chief Justice, calls the 
American Sunday papers * monumental and awful,” and 
remind him of an old gentleman in this country who 
real his weekly paper thoroughly, but was gradually 
getting farther and farther behind the current issue, 
owing to the size of the paper. 

Sir Atrrep MILNER, our Conmissioner in the 
Transvaal, has an excellent memory. He was acting a3 
secretary to Mr. Goschen when that'gentleman issued an 
election address to an Edinburgh constituency. and just 
after copies of the address had been sent to the news. 

pers a journalist called for a copy. There was no copy 
at hand, but Milner sat down and wrote it out from 
memory. When it was afterwards compared with the 
pcr it was found that there were only three words 
wrong out of four hundred. 


ing inundated with letters of congratulation from readers of the new serial, 
REO RD rca iaeat reeankalile-story and of alecsbing laters? 
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HOW PEOPLE SWEAR. 


Ay Articie, Nor ON THE PROFANITY OF FOLK, 
BUT ON THE QUEER OatHs THAT LiTIGANTS Uss. 


_Ir will doubtless Le no news to you that people who 
give evidence in Courts of Law are required by Act of 
Parliament to swear at least one oath. Many of them, 
no doubt, swear several others which cannot by _the 

reatest possible stretch of courtesy be classed as Par- 
liamentary. As, however, the market price of a single 
lapens lingux of this nature may be as much as £5 a 
time, at the direction of the presiding judge, it is 
rage _ remarks of this character reach the ears of 


Apart altogether from the expletives of distressed 
suitors and bamboozled witnesses, the said Bench finds 
plenty of variety sees which to regale its appetite for 
the curious. The thousand and one different ways in 
which litigants of different creeds and nationalities 
require to be sworn before they consider themselves in 
any way liable to tell “the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth,” afford a Striking illustration of 
the old saw anent the various ways in addition to 
strangulation by which a superfluous canine may be 
tapered ct life. 

Needless to say, however. the liability to abstain from 
prevarication ares very differently upon different 
people; indeed, it has long been an accepted axiom 
among legal luminaries that the main object, the actual 
deposition of witnesses, is wholly unaffected by the 
form of oath. This latter, it may be observed, is still 
retained in Court processes, principally in order that 
proceedings may subsequently be taken against any 
witness who may be convicted of perverting the 
truth in the couree of his evidence. 

The methods of the peop'e of certain other countries 
are peculiar and entertaining. 

A Burmese makes a special point of calling down 
every pozsible species of pam tilence, and famine 
upon his own head and those of his relations should he 
fail to tell the truth. He then proceeds with his 
evidence; but should he, when in his native courts, 
contradict that of another witness, a curious test, known 
as the ordeal by chewing rice, is resorted to. Both of 
the witnesses are given a mouthful of finely-ground rice 
by the native head man or pundit. They are, simul- 
taneously informed that within the a of five 
minutes by the watch they wil] be required to eject it in 
a state of pulp on to the plantain leaf which has been 
handed each to do duty as a plate. 

Strange though it may sound to Ewo ears, this 
queer test of truth is frequently successful in discover- 
ing the false witness. Whether it be through the 

mn threats of the priest or the man’s own troubled 
conscience is a matter rather for an ecclesiastic than a 
journalist. The fact remains that, in nine cases out of 
ten, the fear of discovery so parches the man's throat 
that he is involuntarily deprived of the flow of saliva 
necessary to moisten his dusty task. 

The expiration of the judicial five minutes generally 
finds him struggling hopelessly with the evidence of his 
crime, whilst the trathful witness is smilingly contem- 
plating the evidence of his own innocence as it, co to 
speak, rests in the palm of his hand. 

Most Christian countries require that the Bible should 
be employed during the ceremony, the exact mode of 
R ure differing with the various faiths, Tho 

ee kneels in front of a Bible, upon which he 
= s his right hand, and swears by God, and His Holy 

k to tell only the truth. The Italian ceremony is 
very similar; whilst the English method of kissing the 
Book is too well known to need any comment. North 
of the Tweed, however, the Book is dispensed with, the 
elevation of the right hand alone being considered 
necessary. In England the penalty for fulsely swearing 
may be any term of penal servitude up to seven years, 
or “hard labour” up to two years. After this it is 
Loken superfluous to add that a wholesome fear of 
letection keeps not a few shaky witnesses in the straight 
and narrow way. 

Quakers, Moravians, and Separatists, who have a 
conscientious objection to swearing, are allowed to 
solemnly affirm; but their affirmations, if false, are 

unishable ba aged with false oaths, Jews don their 

ats in order to swear, and will only pl themselves 
upon the Old Testament. Christians and other sects 
usually raise their right hands and uncover their heads. 

A remarkable oath, and one which says not a little 
for the administrator's combined knowledge of human 
nature and of the human body, is administered by the 
priests of certain Malay tribes. The taking the 
oath is given a bowl containing a pint or so of what he 
knows to bea moat deadly poison. After certain mystic 
ceremonies, the priest tells him that he must now drain 
it to the dregs, when, if he be innocent, it will prove 
entirely innocuous; whereas, if he be guilty, he will 


surely die. : 

It i a piven fast | thet this bg le less 

tially than might be supposed. guilty man, 
Pe erconne by his fear of detection, usually takes the 

ison unwillingly and in doses, rset dear 
an cany vict'm to ita fatal properties. On other 
hand, bis opponent, agp Mw the belief of his own 
innocence, swallows the draught at a gulp, when it 
immediately acts as a powerful emetic, The consequence 
ig that the swallower experiences no further ill effects, 


PPO MA ET RIES ee 
seis 


| severed head of a bear, which is implored to subse- 
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ees ooOoomTtem™”” 


beyond the slight tempo inconvenience inseparable 
from such a proceeding, and—justice is satisfied. 

A Mohammedan will only be sworn upon the Koran, 
whilst a Brahmin places his hand upon the head of one 
of the numerous bulls sacred to his deity. A Gold 
Coast negro sacrifices a bird, whilst his chief, regardless 
of expense, seizes the opportunity to sacrifice any of his 
more obnoxious subjects in order to demonstrate the 
sincerity of his remarks. Otber Africans swear by their 
head or an ae limbs, which they pray may be 
withered if they give false testimon 

A Buddhist of Siam not only ta a 
cated description oath, but also specifies the various 
kinds of tortures to which he prays he may be subjected 
should he break his vows. Among these may be 
mentioned that of carrying water across the flames of a 
certain nameless place in order that the thirst of its 
infernal ruler may thereby be slacked; that he may 
subsequently be reincarnated as a slave for the same 
number of years that there are sands upon the sea- 
shore; and, finally, that he may wind up his career by 
being born and reborn a four-footed beast of the field 
for five hundred generations after he shall have served 
his full term as a elave. 

If there be anything in 
though the average Siamese 
the most accomplished of liars, 
time, one way and another. 

In Siberia the wild Ostayake swear by the newly- 


es a most compli- 


these oaths, it seems as 
litigant, who is invariably 
must exist a very long 


ome vend and devour them should they perjure 
themselves; whilst in Assam the opposing witnesses 
lay hold of a chicken by its feet an retain each one 
half as the clerk of the court chops it in two. By 
undergoing this ceremony they are considered to be 

ledged to a like fate in the event of their swearing 

alsely. The Santals of India swear a similar oath to 
the Ostayaks, the chief difference being that the head 
of a tiger is substituted for that of a bear. 

Many other wild tribes will lay hold of a tiger or a 
snake's tooth, a gun barrel, or a spear head, and pray 
that they may die by this particular means should they 
give false evidence. In view of the well-known powers 
of invention of the average Sepoy witnecs, it would 
almost seem as though a relentless Providence held 
them to their words. No fewer than 22,000 Hindoos 
annually die in India from snake-bite alone, whilst the 
number of victims to the man-eating tiger, although 
annually getting smaller and smaller, is still amply 
large enough to seriously decimate the ranks of false 
witnesses. 

Until 1869 atheists and other individuals without 
religious views could not give evidence in Courts of 
Law without tuking the stereoty, cath. This 
praiseworthy attempt to fill piss oles with circular 

gs was subsequently abolished by the Evidence 

urther Amendment Act of that year. By this enact- 
ment, atheists and others were allowed to affirm in the 
same = as Quakers, the said affirmation being 
considered sufficient for all legal purposes. 

The question as to its efficacy in the case of members 
‘of Parliament received a remarkable test in the 
historical sase of the late Charles Bradlaugh, who waa 
ejected from the House of Commons for refusing to take 
the usual oath. It was only so recently as 1888, however, 
that a short Statute was rushed through Parliament at 
an opportune moment, by which it was enacted that 
both swearers of oaths and makers of affirmations should 
henceforth be regarded as upon the same footing for 
Parliamentary purposes. 


“ WE are organising a pianoclub. Will you join?” 
A he i What pianist do you propose to club 
ret P” 
—t— 
In Cuurcnu.—Ethel: “ How harmonious the colour 
of everything is.” 
Margaret : “ Yes, excepting the sexton. Why doesn’t 
he wear stained glasses ¥” 
—— 


JumpuprPeE : “Both these theosophists.” 

Jasper: * Why?” 

Jumpuppe: “They convinced my wife that she had 
seven ies, and she went off and bought a dress for 


each one.” 
— a fie 
SHE: “ He was desperately in love with her. Why, 
he sent her costly flowers and presents nearly every day 
for two years.” 
He: “ Did he finally win her?” 
She: “No, he earned her.” 
——2 fea = 
Customer: “Be sure and have that overcoat ready 


this week, as I want to wear it at the football match.” 
Tailor: “ Are going to be in the game P” 
Customer: “ Ob, Sal 
Tailor (stiffly): “Then, sir, our terms are invariably 
cash in advance.” 
Voice from the head of the stairs: “ Mary, has the 
eres Ea ian fork ingen goot-tye to Geo 
who has just begun to sa -bye to 
iow shell anener Kian ey dons weed io 


George: “Tell him, of course, the paper hasn't come 
yet, as we are just going to press now. 


Ten Envelopes to Ten People in various 
Inside each envelope he places a £25 Note, and tocks them away 
in his private safz. All youhave to dois to apply to this office by 
letter, inclosing threepence in stamps, asking if one of these £25 
Notes bas been addressed to you, 
address clearly written in ink. The names have been picked out 
at random from Directories and other sources, 
possible notes have been awarded to peopl: 
of this paper. 
would be advisable for you to tell your 
whether they are readers or not. 


Saturday, January 14th, addressed to THE 
24 Pearson's Buildings, Henrietta Street, London, W.C. 


This I 
extent of 


WauExk ENDING 
Jan. 14, 1899. 


RESULT OF DISTRIBUTION No. 21. 


f ten £25 notes has been fur by the person to 
See lone nadrened chen hae eee ass ¥ 


whom it was a 


Corporal C. B. GODFREY, 
Royal Engineers, 
S.M, Establishment, 
Falmouth. 


The following nine persons areeach £25 the poorer by not claiming it 
within the specified date: 


Mrs. Bisse, 124 King Strect, Yarmouth. 
Cuas. Bean, Nettleton, Caistor. 


A. Coaxcan, = Avonmore Road, W. 


ee 


TEN £25 NOTES OFFERCD 


EVERY WEEK—TOTAL, £250. 


Every week the Editor of PEARSON'S WEEKLY addresses 
parts of the Country. 


giving your full name and 


so it is just 
who are not readers 
No note will be given unless It is applied for, soit 
friends to apply alse, 


Distribution must reach us by 


All applications for No. 
vals iar ““NOTE” EDITOR, 


Ia Short Stories this week will be found the names of those 


who have received £1 each and of those who would have received 
£1 had they applied. Are you one of the latter? 


——————————————————————— 
“Pearson's Weekly” Railway, Football, 


and Cycling Insurance. 


474 INSURANCE CLAIMS HAVE BEEN PAID 
(Including one of a Thousand Pounds.) 


bells cool for any number of claims to tha 
1000-—not for one only. 


$1000 Specially Guaranteed 


Ocean AccioeENT AND GUARANTEE 


CorPoRATION LIMITED. 
40, 42, and 41, MOORGATE STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


(To xhom Notice of Claims, under the following conditions, must be 


scnt within seven days to the above address.) 
INSURANCE TICKET, applicable to passenger trains in 
Great Britain aud Irelana, 


er Section 33 of the Ocean Accident and Guaran 
issued und sei eapeny, Limited, Act, 1890. tee 


ONE THOUSAND POUNDS 


1 id by the above Corporation to the representative of an 
Sat Rittiea by an accident to the train in which the deceased was ms 
ordinary ticket-becring passenger (including holders of season and 
excursion tickets, and post-office officials in any of the railway sorting 
vans, ond railway servants travelling with or railway servauis’ 
ticket inan ordinary carriage), and who, at time of such accident, 
hed in bis, or her, omega the Insurance Coupon on the front pace, 
or the paper in which it is, with his, or » usual signature, written i: 
ink or pencil on the lapses eos at théfoot. This paper may be left 
at of her, place a c, 0 long an the epnpon is ed. 

PROVIDED ALSO, that the said sum be paid to the leg.l 
representatives of such person injured should death result from such 
accident within three calendar months thereafter, and that notice of 
the accident be given within three days of its occurrence. 

One Hundred Pounds will be paid to whomscerer the Editor of 
Pearson's Weekly may decide to be gyros ee of any cyclist 


or football player who meets dea: yan deus 
hile tually riding a cycle or jlaying fvotball, vided 
that Pcscnt at the ‘ie of such ‘assitent, had in "his, or 


, possession, the Insurance Coupon to be found on the front page, 
oe paper, ‘ia pico it ~ with his, ber hogy — signature 
ink or pen on the space 7 a @ foot, au< 
eT within twenty-four hours. thereafter, aud 
accident to the said Corporation a: 


hold he current wee only, aud 
exditiee the bolder to ges Denefit of, and is ubject to, the conditions ot 
the ‘ Accident and Guarantee Company, Limited, Act,” 


See ee this piSlicalion Me eanled te to th o 
Purch: this publication és lo be nt ora 
Sen phe ve gz. Stof the Act, A Print of the Act an ars atthe 
the said m. No person can recor 


office of this Journal, or 
on td than one Coupon Ticket of this paper in respect of the same vis':. 


Gus gibt eae tenes 
Beas Pics Peete ee 


ZI BBEREBY CERTIFY that the 
PEARSON'S WEEKLY £1,000 RAILWAY INSURANCE aut o's» 
the FOOTBALL and CYCLING INSURANCES ,has been paid "po 
Sist, 1809, purchaser of PEARSON'S 

Fatal Railway Accides: 


remium in respect «f 


Pci 
anager 
the Ocean 
Accident and 
Guarantees 
—_ 
de e 


“ Sing a song of sovereigns” ; otherwise buy this week's HOME NOTES with which fifty are given away. 


WEEK ENDING 
Jan. 14, 1899. 


—_—— 


on One Railway. 


Mc. JouN Becwett lives at 12 Cunliffe’s Buildings, 
qouz Road, New Wortley, Leeds, and his marvellous 
history has gained a local reputation. The Leeds 
cateydey Journal bearing of the case, sent a represen- 
tative to call upon Mr. Beckett, who, taking his seat 
1 an arm chair, by the fireside, willingly unfolded his 
i story. He stated 
that he was close 
upon seventy-two 
years of age, and 
was now in receipt 
of a pension from 
the Great Northern 
Railway Company, 
~ in whose service he 
had been employed 
for over thirty-five 
yeurs. 

“I have been 
sufferer from 
‘i terrible rheuma- 
tom.” My. Beckett said, “I might say all my lite. I 
vas first attacked with it when I was sixteen years of 
nae. I got rid of the complaint for a few years, but it 
returned in a More serious form when I was about 
twenty-five years of age. Since then I have never been 
vithout it, wntil recently.” 

“Of cours? you sought the assistance of a doctor?” 
ventured the reporter. 

~ Yes. very aa was the reply. “I was attended 
Ly several of the leading physicians in Leeds, but the 
did me little or no good, neither did I receive mac 
lenefit from vapour baths or visits to watering places 
which I was recommended to make by the dvctora. 
Ore of the latter told me that my case was incurable, 
lat.” Mr. Beckett added, with an apparent feeling of 
joy. ¢ L found a cure at Jast.” 

“Phen to what do you attribute your cure?” was 
the reporier’s next question. 

“Lean truly say that it is attributable to nothing but 
Ne. Williams’ Pink Pills. I tried all other remedies 
without avail. I was affected from the sole of my foot 
tothe crown of my head. My feet were as though I 
vas walking on hot irons. My left erm I could not 
move, and at times the pain was so intense that I felt 
a3 though I could cut my head off.” 


| 
| 


REGISTERED. 
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‘He could not move,” added Mrs. Beckett, leaving 
off her sewing. “He could not hold anything in his 
hand.” . 

_ “How did you hear of this wonderful remedy ?” 
inquired the interviewer. 

“Well. sir.” came the reply, “I was walking along 
the street with the aid of my sticks when I saw a friend 
of mine. I was surprised when I saw him walking 
about so nimbly, because he had suffered acutely from 
rheumatism. ‘How's this transformation come about ?’ 
T inquired, to which my friend replied, ‘It was brought 
about by Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills.’ You would not 
believe, sir, the difference the pills had made in him. 
Did I decide tu try them? Idid. My wife got a box 
of the pills, and after I had taken them for a week I 
began to feel the benefit of them.” 

“And now you ure thoroughly cured?” added the 
reporter, 

“Thoroughly.” came the seply. “If I had done that 
previously,” added Mr. Beckett, throwing his arms and 
legs about with great rapidity. “the pain would have 
driven me mad. Do I object to th's being published ? 
Certainly not. _It ought to be published for the benefit 
of humanity. Everybody in England onght to know 
about Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills. As I have already 
said, I have spent pounds and pounds in useless 
remedies, where:3s a 
few shillingsexpended 
on Dr. Williams’ Pink 
Pills have made a 
new man of me. I 


have told all the 
neighbours albout 
them.” 


The reporter rose to 
bid the aged couple 
“Good night,” but 
was sometime before ; 
he could leave the 
house. both Mr. 
Beckett and his wife 


beingexceedingly loud =~ - ‘ 
and profuse in praise Mr. John Beckett, 
a oe [oad who worked for thirty-five years 


on railway. 
no dovbt that this Lisa iesmaii 


remedy is conferring untold benefits upon hundreds of 
sufferers, and Mr. Beckett's case is only one out of 
a large number of marvellous enres which Dr. 
Williams’ Pink Pills have effected. 


RHEUMATISM 


is not always 


It comes in the muscles of the limbs and back very often, and sometimes it takes the form of rheumatic gout, or 
of lumbago, a crippling, dull ache in the small of the back. 
recognises them fast enough—the cause is always the same. 


ir IS THE BLOOD 


that causes these things: blood that has become impure from wrong food or wrong drink, so that when the 
damp, cold weather comes, or the patient has got wet, or especially when there is 


A CHANGE OF WEATHER 


the agonies begin, because the blood, impoverished and acid, only needs something to start the pains. 


Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills for Pale People 


have cured more cases of Rheumatism, Rheumatic 


Gout, and Sciatica 


like this. 
For your own sake don’t accept 


in the Joints. 


The Symptoms are a little different—everyone 


er. It is by their power of enriching and purifying the blood at once 
(without purging and weakening like other pills) that they cure the 
disorders which arise from bad blood, weak blood, and too little blood— 
Anemia, Consumption, Scrofula, Rickets, Fits, and the like; they are 
the greatest of domestic medicines of the day. But Dr. Williams’ Pink 
Pills must be obtained—not a substitute. The real pills are in a package 


shape. Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills have cured thousands of grateful people + 
whose cases have been proved by the best newspapers. 


THE FIRST CASE CURED BY A SUBSTITUTE HAS YET TO BE HEARD FROM. 
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The Lady who | Drives a Donkey 
Cart. 


Mrs. ANN MarkHan resides at the pleasant litt'- 
Hertfordshire village of Redlourie, to which quict 
spot a reporter of the Herts Advertiser repaired for th: 
purpose of obtaining the main facts of her cure. 

rs. Markham readily received the inquirer at ber 
home in North Place, High Street, Redhourne, an: 
told her story. 

“In the first place,” she stated. I must tell you my 
age is sixty-seven years. I suffered from aciaties fo 
twelve months, and conld not get down to the front 
gate without » stick. Doctors told me I should hive tu 
lie in bed continually. I could not put my boots cn, 
and suffered very great 
pain: if Thad todo any 
work I had to put my 
leg on a stool. Some- 
times my ley would give - 
way and let me down, 
and I bad a terrible job 
to get up and down 
stairs. As I had been 
a healthy woman I felt 
this confinement to the 
house very much, though 
my husband bought me 
a donkey and cart so 
that I could get outa 
little. One day I received 
through the post a book 
telling of the remarkable L 
curves effected by Dr. ‘tree : 
Wittiams’ Pink Pills for Pale People. and read it 
thronvh. I resolved to try the Pills, and did so. with 
the result that after taking four boxes I was able to 
walk about once mors free frum pain. Now I can walk 
a couple of miles. for I went to the school treat 
yesterday and felt no worse for the exertion. I feel 
confident it was the Pills that cured me, and I've 

| taken no other medicine since I took them.” 

| At this moment the next little donkey and convey- 
| ance came into sight. * Of course,” said Mrs. Markbaim, 
|“ T shall keop the donkey and cart, and enjoy occasional 
| drives now T ima well, but if Thad not seen that boo’ 
‘IT should have Leen no use at all now. 


| 


anything that comes in any other 
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Testimonial from 
Madame Demeric Lablache. 


*London, November, 1897. 


*¢Of all the curatives for throat 
troubles which I have tried 
during my career of forty years 
hie Dy \ on the operatic stages of Europe, 
ye) tH I tind the Pastilles Poncelet most 
Ne h Paes Wa ames AT h</ { soothing and excellent in mini- 
Gi ETL a iagie mising the many trials to which 

a@ singer’s voice is subjected. 
**E. LABLACHE. 


‘To Mr. E. Poncelet, 
6 Verviers,”" 


cgi boatacnse Uapragegsen eageemors eft reargnanvennsscs stares setae onenegnesatenn ene 


aa guste reg TOT 
— -* 


LISTEN, YOU WHO COUGH, 
TO GOOD ADVICE, 


PONCELET’S PASTILLES. 


Poncelet’s Pastilles are most agreeable to the taste; they prevent 

and cure Coughs, Colds, Bronchitis, Hoarseness, Throat Irritation, 

&c., when all other remedies have failed; their action is immediate. 
143i PER BOX OF 100. OF ALL CHEMISTS. 


Small size bottle we? eit Peckham, s., |L_FASSETT_& JOHNSON, 31 & 32 SNOW HILL, LONDON, E.C. 


MOUSTACHIOS IN A MONTH FRUIT IN THE 


using the 


ARE Pome Toate wl Sart EEA: «9! Vincent.Paul s Elixir |ECONOMY OF HEALTE 


for baldness. Sent tive cetivodoa ee ia to ENT charge. ‘ hore: 
D only one specially authorized, 
3. DUMAS, a” GRAHAM Roap. Loxpos, x. im. Sees and —- Brian The ly authorized, Everyone knows that all f::: 
—3 Ssiat-Deninique,Parig, JCONtain a saccharine or su.:: 


Bottles 
Large For all information write to SISTERS 
UCHARITY,105,Bee 


GRATEFUL—COMFORTING. 


NG : 
aaa Sie 


a digestive principle w. wii 
is cere 
BY HER MAJESTY’S attainment of proper digestion 
ROYAL LETTERS PATENT | || zie yeusete. aie Dee ; Geld Buon tallies sone ne, 
ment) nad ol are pro- cones of 
ROEST SALE i" T lee WORLD. 


are . on 
Grocers and Stores kee 
Jellies. _ ints, 24d.; 
you haven’t yet i ied 
a, aries for a fee em parte 
to 8. Chivers and Sons’ Fruit |. 
Factory, Histon, Cambridge, 
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IS MURDER MORE COMMON 
THAN WE IMAGINE ? 


Ir Seems SO FROM THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE, 


WuEN some murder has been committed exceptional 
in its phases, either on account of the greater degree of 
atrocity accompanying it, as in the case of the series of 
whastly “ Jack-the-Ripper” crimes, or because of the 
station of the murderer, as witness the Maybrick case, 
the whole country is agog with morbid excitement, and 
for the nonce the gruesome subject becomes the one 
theme of public discussion to the exclusion of all others, 
political, social or otherwise. : 

But little heed is paid to murders ekg lace 
almost daily in various parts of the country, fully as 
serious in effect, inasmuch as the sacredness of human 
life is equally violated, and the majesty of the law out- 
raged in like manner in its highest degree. 

1 venture to say that most people would stand 
aghast were a list p' before them of the total num. 
ber of recorded murders alone that are perpetrated 
during a twelvemonth in the United Kingdom, but 
which, possessing no remarkable features, bave failed 
to arrest popular attention. And if to this list be 
added the vastly greater number of “killings” which 
zre reduced to the ch of manslaughter, on the 
vrounds of unpremeditation or provocation or some 
other cause, caser which the cool-headed, impartial 
student of the facts fails to distinguish from downright 
surder, then the total becomes simply frightful and 
xppalling. 

e n this connection it may be said that many charges 
of manslaughter show a greatcr degree of turpitude on 
the part of the accused than is present in cases where 
the capital sentence is decreed. 

But I have spoken only of the known cascs. How 
ubout the undiscovered crimes ?P 

Apart from those instances where foul play has 
undoubtedly been practised, though the murderer 
eseapes detection, which are ularmingly on the increase, 
what about the seores of unidentified bodies drawn from 

he Thames and other rivers and canals during the year, 
to say nothing of the corpses discovered on waste lands, 
in empty houses and other secluded places ? 

Suiside or accident is generally made accountable for 
these. Itisa convenient and easy way of pal of the 
matter by the police, when they have no information on 
the subject, and no great anxiety te follow it up. But 
their dictum is by no means reassuring or conclusive. 
Tn many odds are strongly in favour of 
the murder theory, especially where no sufficient cause 
van be shown for suicide. 

Then there are the people who vanish utterly and 
suddenly from their us haunts, without previous 
notice or farewell. In some cases, of course, they may 
have the best of all personal reasons for disappearing. 
and it is comforting to think that they are acting of 
their own volition ; but on the other hand, the disquiet- 
ing thought will force itself Epon one’s mind that they 
may have been made away with. 

ow frequently it happens that in demolishing old 
houses, or in digging the Voondationn for new buildings, 
skeletons are discovered. That they were not placed 
where they are found with the sanction of the law is 
unquestioned ; consequently, the ready deduction is that 
they are the remains of murdered persons. The same 
thing is doubtless happening now every day. 

Itis acertain fact that many sailors and travellers are 
lured into obscure dens in the East End and never 
heard of again. Most sailors can tell you of come 
narrow escape they have themselves had or of com- 
panions who have entirely disappeared after drawing 
their pay. And not mystery-loving men either, but 
jolly, open, careless fellows, who bad no reason for 
tecret flight, and would be the last to think of it. 

Many of the crimes that do come to light do so by 
accident rg pie! G2 the law of averages. it toe 
appear that there must be a large percentage in whic 
no accident intervenes, and Priel therefore, are never 
discovered. 

Where the murderer acts single-handed, and is 
skilfal enough to cover up his traces, the risk of detec- 
tion is reduced to a minimum, and even where Lay 
Persons are implicated, the penalty is so great 
common Ms induces the malutenere of secrecy. 
Men seldom “peach” unless arrested. When informa- 
tion is given to the police it gencrally comes through 
tome jealous or spiteal woman. 

Those who have lived in the vicinity of Lambeth, the 
orien the Gray’s Inn Road, or similar low class 
districts, must be Fawniliar with the brawls that make 
night hideous in those neighbourhoods, generally 


terminating in a savage fight or violent attack on some’ 


individual who bas rendered himself or herself obuoxious 
“th is atly mney is fatall 
it frequen ns some person is ly 
injured in these disturbances, but death certificates are 
easily obtainable for a consideration from certain 
quarters known to these le, and the friends of the 
unfortunate victim agree to the matter dark, for 


their lives would scarcely be worth a day's purchase if 
they informed. Moreover, there is ly something 
Bante mee themselves which would not bear the 


‘oreign anarchists and secret societies are undoubtedly 


If you find a man better informed than yourself 
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responsible for the “removal ” of 2 good many persone. 
heir mode of life and migratory ‘habits fier the 
execution of their fell designs, and’ render it extremely 
ficult to trace them, As, however, their victims pro- 
bably belong to their own pernicious brood, their removal 
is perhaps a matter for congratulation rather than 
Ces 

t us now just touch upon the offence for which two 
West End doctors are case aly punishment. It is 
admitted that this species of crime is greatly on the 
increase, for these practitioners have hundreds of 
initators throughout the country. These latter mus 
of ne-essity, from time to time, in the course of their 
nefarious trade, also have accidents, and yet how many 
such cases do we hear of ? It is safe to say not one 
hundredth part. The man who is himself ::cc suntable 
for the death furnishes the necessary certificate, and 
relatives, even if they are aware of what is going on, 
dread the exposure too much to say anything about it. 

Of all murders that go unpunished infanticide is the 
worst and most crucl, and yet those who know most 
about the mutter will tell you that it is perpetrated 
wholesale throughout these islands. 

_Roman Catholic priest once told P.W. that the 
public would be appalled if they knew the number of 
child-murders that are confessed to priests. 

Baby farming still continues to flourish, in spite of 
the recent execution of a notorious woman for this 
crime, and it will continue so to do as long as papers 
admit to their columns advertisements offering to 
adopt infants. When such fees as £20 or even more 
are readily forthcoming. there will always be found 
wretches ready to take the risk with the money. In 
the vast majority of cases the mother of the little 
victim may be depended upon to make no inquiries as 
to its fate. though she probably forms a shrewd idea as 
to what it is likely to be. 


———2 i. 
All He Knew. 


Oxp Doctor: “ Has anyone been in *” 

Student: “One gentleman called. Said he wanted to 
know what to do for a cold. He hadn’t time to wait, so 
I told him everything I knew.” 

Old Doctor: “Humph! ‘That couldn't hive been 
much,” 

Student: “Oh, I know more than you think! I told 
him to bathe his feet in hot water, take a pint of 
lemonade, sponge with salt water, remain in a warm 
room, bathe the face in hot water every five minutes, 
snuff up hot salt water. inhale ammonia or menthol, 
take a ten-grain dose of quinine and lots of outdoor 


exercise.” 
—— eet § 
London in 2899. 


Lonpon Lapy (a thousand years hence): “Tell my 
danghter she must not forget that dinner will be an 
hour earlier to-day. She is in Egypt.” 

Automatic Servant: “Yes, mum.” (Telephones a 
phonographic signal to Pyramid Station, No. 99.999.) 

Lady : “I see the airship from Market Street, Japan, 
nearing the window. Bring my husband's slippers und 

sing gown.” 

Automatic Servant: “Yes, mum.” 

Lady : “ Now touch buttons A, L, R, T, V. W, and X. 
I think that will be all the food we shall want for dinner, 
Here comes ny daughter on her biwing flier, just in 
time. Call up No. 8,888.” 

Servant: “ Yes, mum.” 

Lady: “Tell him to reserve us three seats to-night 
for Tannhiuser at the Royal Opera House, Vienna.” 


_———— 


How curious it is to talk of doctors paying visits. 
Everyone knows that the visits pay the doctor. 


——— $e 
Sue: “ You never see my husband laugh at his own 
jokes.” . 
: He: “No; but you can’t blame him for that.” 
——_—_—o jo 


Horer Visitor: “Now, you are sure this bed is 


ite clean ?” 
ss Servant : “Yes, sir. the sheets were only washed 


this mo:ning. Just feel them, they ain't dry yet.” 
2 § So 
“You ‘ou like Sybil,” said Maudie to Clare, 
# ace AM, Toner speaks ill of the absent. Well, I 
think you'd never have been able to pay her such a com- 
pliment if you'd been present when you were absent 


lf!” : 
wrens an involved phrase. but it had its effect, and 


Clare has not been so well disposed to Sybil since. 
— ee 
A winpy orator, after a lengthy effort, stopped for a 


ink ter. ' 
a r ieee Bloss, “toa | eae of order.” 2 
Everybody started in wonder as to what the point of 


rt Nati it?” said the speaker 
“ sa » . 
ee sir,” said Bloss, “that it is ont of order for 


a windmill to go by water.” 
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The Galiant Hundred. 


f): of the chief characteristics of the Brit: shey is that 


he knows a good thing when he sees 5, and seizes it 
when he gets the chance. 
Never was that maxim better applied than in the 
case of the hundred volumes we are offering for an 
initial payment of ten shillings, The annvuncement had 
not been before the public an hour befcre orders began to 
drop in—intermittently at tirst, and finlly in a perfect 
avalanche. 

The demand has so far exceeded cur. xp¢-tutions that 
many applicants, we are sorry to say, vill have to wait a 
few days before receiving their sets. Mir than twenty 
extra hands have been taken on the werk © f bi:-ling clone 
to mect the enormous pressure of work. 

And now we come to 


AN IMPORTANT ADDITION TO THIS OFFER. 

So many people wish to get the ke S202 a swperior 
binding that we are prepared to supply 

100 Books, in Elegant Half Moroc:s Biading, 

for £10, cash down. 
50 Books, in Elegant Half Moroc:o Binding, 
for £5, cash down. 

In paying for these volumes in instal 
£10 103,; 50 books, £5 5s.) the conditi 
for the cloth bound beokg, with the ene dif 
payments will be continued for a lenger peri 
full amount is paid off. 

The all-important fact to hear in mind !- that. if you 
have not £7 or £10 t» spare you at least have teu shillings. A 

stal order for this amount will bring alo + the hundred 
tandsome books, and the balance may Le paid vat you 
convenicnee once a mouth on the date azrecd pon. 

COSCO HSSHHOEGHOS SOOO OOOSOOOOO®D 


What People are Saying about the Books: 


H. Bronson, Sheffield: 


+ 


ii0¥ hooks, 
will ranain as 
re that the 
al, until the 


“Twas very sceptical ciout ibe books until br clo than. Now 
T cannot sufficiently express ay rurprise wel ae. bie ste 
splendid.” 


M. M., Liverpool: 

“What splendid type for resdine, Thad hf. boty ae) 
them printed in very small type, but both paper ast HPO Telly, 
excellent.” 


A. S. P. M., Briso!: 

“Tinelose you orders for ten sets of S0¢ach. 
toa free set, which ple ire forward at your carlics » 
say that I had very litt!e trouble in getting the si: 
wanted a little explanation. I asked altogetl. :r 
people, so that wasn t a bad proportion, was it >‘ 
This gentleman is the girs! ccctpiont of the free set, Ti case of 

subscribers is, ab he cans, neta cory great ones Wiey geo! 


PEARSON'S BEST 3BO 
A List of the Volumes may be had Fost Fr-e oa Application. 
SOSSSOSOOHSSHSOSOOOOOOOOOOSD 


100 50 
CLOTH Cash down, £7 Os.| Cash down, £310s. 
BIN DING )Instalments, £7 10s. | Instalments, £4 Os. 


HALF )Cash down, £10 0s.|Cash down, £5 0s. 
MOROCCO) Instalments,£10 10s. | Instalmcats,£5 5s. 
“MONTHLY PAYMEKs ORDER FORM FOR 100 EOOKS, | 

Date... meee danse cas . 


Please send me the hundred books as marked by me, 
bound in ................0500 , carriage paid. I inclose 1s., | 
and agree to make my next payment of 2¢a. when I receive | 


atitlesd 
Tiny 
Itouly 
tWeuty- ve 


yh SS 
iWeD>> 


the hundred voiumes, and my succeeding payments of 20s. 
each on the correspunding day of cach month followiny. 
Until Ihave paid you the whole £........ I engage that | 
the volumes, not beiny my absolute property. -hoall wot i 
he disposed ct by sale or otherwize. i 
Signed cecrssreccncrsevcrcnreseeeseeerran ses eeecee eee | 


ahi TESS sas secsenseve 


Any reader who sends along ten of ¢ 
TO spon, together with the names and: 

OBTAIN the subscribers and the initial pay 
100. = Teeeive a complete sct free of charge. 


If you want 
1€0 books you must send ten order forms for 100 
books; if you want 50 books you mu-t send ten 


BOOKS order forms for £0 books, You wns! icf send some 
of cach. ‘ihe free set will be in cloth or ioroeee, 
OF whichever binding predomin:ts: ia the ten 
orders. 


bound in ...........5.... 4 
and agree to make my next paymentof 10s. when I receive 
the fifty volumes, and my succeeding payments of 1s. each , 
on the corresponding day ofeach month following. Vuatil ' 
I have paid you the whole £......... Lemzaye that the 
books, nut being my absolute property. net be 
disposed of by sale or otherwize, 


Signed vse 
Address 


dee eee eee eeerer eetrereee-.- ven -- 080 


munications to be made to ** Best Books Dy 2>!men:," 
ane "Arthur Pessoa Ltd,. Henrietta Street, Londer, '\.c.” 


about what is going on, that is because he reads M. A. P. and you don’t. 


Jac pie aan 
oe 
~ 
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a 
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The Tomb Spider of Italy. 


ss 


Tue people of Italy believe in the existence of a 
wonderful creature which, for the want of a better 
name, is called the tomb spider. The entomologists 
know nothing of this queer beast, and declare that it 
only exists in the fancy of the superstitious persons, and 
those whose curiosity or business makes it necessary for 
them to explore ol ruins, tombs and catacombs and 

laces of the sort. i 

‘According to the popular account, the tomb spider is 
of a pure white colour, has w! like those of a bat, @ 
Gozen horrid crooked legs, and a body three or four 
times the size of the largest tropical tarantula—as big, 
in fact, as a tore t egg. : 

The accounts of this queer insect and his out-of-the- 
way places of abode are by no means common, and on 
that account the information concerning him which we 
are able to give the curious is very meagre. Any 
Italian will tell you that such a creature exists, how- 


“No, it cannot be said that the life of an artist’s | THE Oriental official chuckled gleefully. The iron 
model is a bed of roses.” remarked an eminent artist to | boot had been placed on the foot of the victim, and the 
the present writer. “It is very precarious, you know, , royal minions were screwing it tighter and tighter to 
and having to pose in one position for any considerable | force a confession from his lips. 
time is frightfully fatiguing. Very few people haveany | “ Aha!” merrily laughed the official. “Dost thou 
idea how fatiguing it Is. You try to stand in one | not feel almost persuaded to confess that thon wert in a 

tion for half-an-hour and cee how you like it. But | conspiracy to poison the waters of the Golden Horn 
that’s by-the-way. : | with the contcnts of the vial which my faithful officers 

“ The average pay of a model runs about six or seven | found in thy pocket? By the Beard cf the Prophet! 
shillings a day. for about six hours’ sitting. That . Screw tighter, men, for he seems to be enjoying the 
means thirty-five shillings a week, we'llsay. But, then. a / whole affair.” 
model does not sit every day. I can assure you. This! “Why, you doddering old fossil!” cheerfully replied 
has been a dreadful winter for painting. convennently i the victim, “that vial had corn cure in it; and as for 
models have had a very hard time of it, especially for ; your old-fashioned iron boot here, why, let me tell. you 
those who have no other means of obtaining liveli- | that I lived in England when the styles of shoes chan 
hoods. ; _ | from broad toes to pointed. Screw away! You bring 

“Yes, of course exceptional payments are made in | to my memory a hundred soviety dances in my eative 
certain cases, and five shillings an hour is not extra. city.” 


Faces that are Fortunes. | Life in the Levant. 


abet in —_ archer pa As arule artists have — raecye - pel gta 
xed payments for their models. Men who can affor 3 - latchkey i ever, and that he is occasionally met with in 0 mines 
it pay oetocanely Ge ee caging the value onus | : run pe | and caverns, as well as in tombs and subterranean 
model. now half-a-dozen men who never give their Jack should not say that I had lost ruins. 

‘A correspondent, who was present when some Roman 


models less than half a guinea a day, and sometimes 
exceed that when the model shows considerate patience 
m a painful position. 


A latchkey every day. 


| k mearthed a church of the fifth century, 
| {reached my door, and prondly then workmen 1 : 
| 

\ 

| 


writes: 

“We were standing by one of the heavy pillars that 

had originally sup ad the roof, when something 

flashed owe from the pe darkness overhead and 
aused full in the candlelight besides us, at about a 
evel with our eyes. 

“Tt was as distinctly visible as a thing could be at a 
distance of three feet, and appeared to be an insect 
about half the size of a man’s fist, white as wax, and 
with its many long legs gathered in a bunch as it 
crouched on the stone. 

“Our guide had seen, or at least heard of this 
uncanny insect of ill omen before, but was by no means 
reconciled to its presence, as his actions proved. He 
glanced round uncomfortably for a moment, and then 
moved away, we following. 

“Tt seems really a bit queer, but it is said that the 
strongest nerves give way in the presence of this 
insect of such ghostly mien. Even oe | this uncanny 
apparition is said to be an unclassified monster—an 
eternal mystery. : 

“When this abominable grave spider is encountered by 
those opening tombs and vaults it is thought to bea 
‘sign’ of death to one of the workmen or to some 
member of his family.” 


“J, myself, had on one cceasion to pay a model a That treasured key I took 
guinea a day for two weeks. He was not a regular To fit it in the lock, and, lo! 
model, I will admit, and he filled all my requirementa, It was a button hook. 
while no other model I could find did, so Lhad to agree | ====———_—— 


ee a 
to his terms. But persons who are not accustomed - ena MAGAZINE FOR cee 


to sitting give a eat deal te trouble; they waste half 
“sti ating. ei oo : 
om plays es ing, because being unused to posing they 2S JAN UARY IS STILL ON SALE. 
“What surprises me in this matter is the number of : sot etce 
custured Iblis who ere tater taken to sitting. Of Ink d with spl aa tociea; Intevestl tick 
, ‘t mind in t fi tow | Tris crammed with splendid stories, interesting articles, 
course we don't mind in the least, in fact we are : and hundreds of beautiful photographs and pictures. 


delighted, because one cannot always get a lady's face : eaeenh b 
in a regular model when one wants it, and it is not | Do not miss the ADVENTURES OF CAPTAIN KETTLE, 
‘ by Curcuirre Hyne. 


always convenient for one’s relations to sit, even when 
Read the REAL GHOST STORIES. 


they fill the requirements. 

“I know two or three ladies who muke a very fair Study HOW A MAN SPENDS HIS TIME. 
sum of money sitting, for of course while such a thing | Learn HOW TO POSE AS A STRONG MAN. 

as payment is not breathed of, there is a donation for | And don’t skip the NIGHT-ROAD ROMANCES, a new 
travelling expenses which cannot le overlooked by the . and startling cerics of stories. 

artist nor refused by the model. I know for a fact that ' RRA RRR RRR Rr 

some ladies, peculiar types of beauty, make as muchas! Pearsoy’s Magazine is the best weitten and most 
a hundred and a hundred and fifty a year in this way. ° profusely illustrated periodical of the day. It costs 
for of course you cannot offer a Tndy what you world Sixpence. It will give you a month’s amusement. 

pay « model.” | JANUARY NUMBER NOW READY. Price SIXPENCE. 


eget en ee ee 
_——— SSS 


Culinary Wisdom. 


Have you an intelligent cook ? If so, 
she will know the value of Bovril for 
preparing delicious soups, rich gravies, 
and savoury sauces. Bovril adds relish 
and real nourishment to stews, hashes, 
and every other dish for which it is 
employed. 


Bovril is King in the Kitchen. 


PREVENT EXPLOSION 


BY COVERING YOUR PIPES WITH Fi es t Cc all 
n Cc 
ANDERSON’S|| at 5a. per yard 


becau. seve? 

=, Asthma, Cure PATENT HAR FABRIC. | a cetera oe 
yy all 1s and Herb- iy = 
eee eaerciten fans ne ee a 
Card to Potter & Clarke,Whole- | [Pommaas iT 8 dl lico and nd 


The Reason Why 
We can offer the 


A TOOTHACHE GUM 


STOPS TOOTHACHE 
INSTANTLY. 

(GUARANTEED.) 

not burn or melt in 
the mouth, 


This is not a chewing 
germ: 


e Immediate relic? ia ell cases of Asthma, 
7. ay Bronchitis, Croup, and Wheoplog Cough 


eA My is gained by the use of 


ain 


hee All chemists, 720., or by 
* gale Druggiete, London, E. 


Swett Agair. Post onreeeipt of price. Acips 

c | London, F..C Matas incontact with the Meta}. 

© &§. Dest & Co.,3, Farringdon Avenue, F.C, A han is te Sour 
N cloths with VERDIGRIS, 


and SPOIL your HAND=. { zB Zz. 
einai ; 7 BEST NON-CONDUCTO 


How To 


Preserve rs " GR’ ‘Dec! green with 
The Eyesight _ Sree 
this tite 7, 


Every MAN and 
WOMAN in search 
of Health | 
should write at once for the Medical ; erdigr.s, 
Pattery Company's 112 pp. Mustrated 


Pamphlet, entitled “The Medical Uses ° ears. 

of Electricity.” It mee valuable seve Siterhe Manufactured only by 

advice on the symptoms and treatment 

of NERVOUS, ORGANIC and other D. ANDERSON & SON LTD., 


disorders, and will be sent under cover 
froe by post, on application to the Medical 


Rattery Compnel: ben oxnes atremts s 
London, W. Consultations free, either © SATOREESS" Metal Polish wiil not tern 
¥ Metal : 
personally or by letter. eo and ts therefore fore from etd 


BaLFAST. 


Obtainable from all Piumbers or Ironmon; 
in lengths 24 feet long, 4 inches 
Linch thick, 


WEEE ENDING 
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“The Rose of Judab.” 


“ A TALE OF THE CAPTIVITY. ' 


190000 


By GEORGE GRIFFITH, 


Author of “The Angel of the Revolution,” “ Valdar the 
Oft-Born,” “ Briton or Boer?” etc., etc. 
SOSSSSSSHSSSSHSSHOOD 
CHAPTER XXXI. 
AmemrHis THE Ecyrrtian. 

« ExcELLENTLY planned !” said Karfax. “I will answer 
fe oe work inside if Belzan and Cyrus answer for it outside, 
il when it isover Cyrus will not, of course, forget those 
‘he have worked for him ? ” : . 

~ Cyrus has promised me,” replied Arioch, “that I shall 
le trovernor of Babylon under the Queen, and when I am 
chat, you, Karfax, shall come to ine and ask for any honour, 
ia any rank or office that I can give and it shall be yours. 
‘there is the hand of a comrade and a noble of Asshur 
ypom it.” 
ile laid his hand palm upwards on the table and Karfax 

ut his upon it, saying: 
: Bs It is uae a May I rot on a stake by the river bank 
if | am faithless in the smallest matter. And now, what of 

urself ?”” 
ae My work is already done,” said Arioch, “or I should 
p-rhaps better say that I have given it to those who can do 
‘1 days what I could not do in weeks, You and your comrades 
ihhar and his friends can now do everything. For me to 
remain longer in the city would be to risk discovery and 
ihat would ruin everything. Moreover, someone must tuke 
the news to Cyrus, and who better than I? Can ycu pass 
me through the Gates of Brass or any of the southern 
wites, say ag one of your servants on a message to your 
rstite?” 

“That is easy,” said Karfax, “for some of my own men 
are on guard at the Gates of Brass, and they would not dare 
disobey. But what about the gate in Nimitti-Bel? I cannot 
pas you through that.” 

“Did you hear of a poor peasant who was robbed and 
flung into the water at the Northern Gate a few days 
ayor” 

« Yes,” said Karfax, “I think I did. What of him.” 

“Well, I was that peasant,” said Arioch, “and he who 
cn get into a fenced 7 should be able to get out of it 
uvain. And now we had better bo going. Another drink 
of that wine of yours, and then see me on my way ; for 
hy sunrise I must be in the wilderness.” 

* * ° % ® 


On the evening of the same day that Arioch left the city 
fur the second time, Miriam was lying on a couch of ivory 
and silver draped with sky-bluc silk of the softest texture, 
in the midst of the royal bed-chamber in the Old Palace. 
Belshazzar, haggard and worn, and looking ten years older 
than he had done three months ago, was sitting as usual by 
the bedside, gazing at her with eyes in which the fire of an 
unsatisfied longing still burnt undimmed. His passion had 
‘legenerated now into absolute mania. He took nonotice of 
the fast-growing discontent within the city or the evil re- 
ports of invasion and beleaguerment which came almost 
hourly from the towers of Nimitti-Bel. 

“No man can scale the walls of Babylon! ‘The land 
lwtween the walls will feed us till the hosts of Cyrus have 
starved to death in the desert. My guards are loyal. What 
is there to fear?” was all he said in answer to every warn- 
ing and every entreaty to rouse himsclf and take his proper 
position as a Lord of Asshur. 

And so, while enemies multiplied within and the tents of 
‘yrus gathered thicker without tho walls, the last of the line 
of Sargon sat, as he was sitting now, by the bedside of a 
sleeping girl who only awoke to ball cniesiousnten now and 
then, and who had not even recognised him since she had 
poles back into her trance in the Eastern Hall of the 
bavem, 

He had been sitti 


silent and motionless for over an 
hour, when the outside the door uttered ao simul- 
taneous challenge, and Belshazzar heard their spear-blades 
clash together as they crossed them before the door. He 
sprang to his feet and said in a loud, anxious voice: 

“Who comes? Is that Dagan-Malak? ” 

The spears uncrossed and their butts rang on tho marble 
1vement as the curtains , and the Chief Eunuch 


prostrated himself on the threzhold. 
“Rise!” said Belshazzar curtly. “Hast thou brought 
the Egyptian Pp” 


“Ihave, Lord. He is even now waiting for the glory of 
iny Lord’s countenanea to shine upon him.” 

“Then let him enter, and let us see whether he is worthy 
of the stake or a place at the King’s right hand.” 

Dagan-Malak Gapped his fat Stands together, and the 
taneings pertea again. A tall spare form clad in white 
prostrated iteelf, and tho shaven head of an Egyptian priest 
touched the pavement, Then, at the bidding of Belshazzar, 
Amemphis the Egyptian roze to his feet and looked at him 


out of dark, keen, eyes, which seomed to glow with 
rs strange unnat light from under broad heavy 
brows, 


He was one of those men of science and seckers after 
knowledge of whom Egypt produced eo many about this 
Period, and he had visited Babylon ust before the siege 
began in the course of a tour which he ba:1 undertaken for 


the purpose of studying the science and religion of the 
Chaldeans in their own colleges and templcs. 
Nanit, whose it was to know the business of 


everyone else, citizen or in Babylon, had mentioned 
his arrival to Pant-Anat, and she had finmiodiately recog- 
ay onen _ as i of ene of the rere berg Adepts 
native land, suggested t anyone cou 
take off the spell which Daniel's magic had laid upon 


You can’t carve the joint ? 


Miriam he could, and Nanit had replied with an amorous 
leer at the black-eyed beauty : 

“There will bo great honour and riches for me and thee, 
Pant-Anat, should this succecd. If I will bring this man 
before the King and say that thy wit hath discovered his 
poms wilt thou consent that we shall share them 

gether?” 

And Pant-Anat had replied, with an angry recullection 
of how the gallant and stately Arioch had Jong ago re- 
ceived her thinly veiled advances: 

“TI am but an unworthy mate for the Friend of Princes, 
yet, if vengeance on those who have wronged us both were 
added to the wealth and honour, I would serve my Lord 
faithfully!” 

And so the bargain between them had been struck, and 
Amemphis had keen brought to the bed-side of Miriam. 

“ My Lord hath need of his servant?” said the Egyptian 
speaking with a proud deference. 

“T have,” said Belshazzar, pointing to the form of Miriam. 
“Many days ago this maiden was laid under a spell by 
Beltcshazzar, a Hebrew magician, who serves a demon whom 
they call Yaveh—_—” 

The Egyptian bent his head as though in reverence at the 
mention of the name—for he had risen far above the 
shallowness of the varying creeds of the East —but Belshazzar 
without noticing the gesture, went on: 

“T have been told that thou art also a magician of great 
skill. Now, wake her, raise her from this death-in-life, make 
her live in body and mind as she did before this spell was 
re upon her, and thou shalt ask thine own reward and 

ve it. Fail, and thou chalt look upon the river from the 
top of a stake.” 

The Egyptian smiled in quict scorn of the threat, and, 
without deigning to answer it, went to the bedside, leant 
over Miriam’s motionless form, raised her eyelids with his 
thumbs and gazed carnestly into her sightless cyes. His 
science had already told him that the so-called mayie s 
that Daniel had put upon her was nothing more than what 
is known to the modern world as hypnotic influence, a 
power which he, in common with the other adepts of Egypt, 
possessed in an eminent degree. Still, with the skill of his 
craft; he determined to surround his operations with as 
much mystery as possible, and so, closing her eyes again, he 
faced Belshazzar and said slowly : 

“ Lord, I have looked through her sleeping eyes into the 
maiden’s soul, and there I have seen the chains with which 
this magician hath bound it. They are heavy, and the hand 
that forged them was strony and well skilled. Yet the 
gods of Fgypt are stronger than inany magicians, and with 
thcir help I can unloose them; but this may not he done 
here nor now. They tell me that in another part of the City 
there is a temple dedicated to Isis for the worship of Ni- 
tocris, the Queen. Let the maiden be borne thither this 
evening ; and let the priests be summoned, that with them 
I may invoke the aid of the Queen of Heaven. At mid- 
night, Isis helping me, I will rend asunder the bonds which 
bind this maiden’s soul, and from this death-in-life she shall 

s into asleep from which she shall awake at sunrise, 
able and willing to do all that my Lord shall require of 
her.” 

“ Willing, didst thou say, Egyptian 2?” said Belshazzar, 
leaning rly towards him. ‘Did thou say willing? 
Knowest thou that this maiden, daughter of a captive 
ple, hath already refused the love of a Lord of Asshur 
becase she hath given her heart to one of his soldiers who 
is now dead. Knoweat thou that when she is in her right 
senses she looks upon me with hate and fear, even though I 
have offered to scat her on a throne by my side, and to make 
her queen of all the land? Canst thou change that hate 
into love? If so, thou shalt builda imple to thy goddess 
higher than the temple of Bel, and I will set thee over all 
the priests in Babylon.” 
“Tean do that which our mother Isis may give me power 
to do, but not more, Lord,” replied the Egyptian in « tone 
of humility but with a flash of triumph in his eyes, “and 
that which she shall give me to do, that will I do gladly in 
the service of my Lord.” . 
* e * * e 

An hour later Miriam was placed in a litter and, attended 
by Pant-\nat and two of the cunuchs of the Palace, was 
borne to the temple of Isis which stood in the grounds of the 
Hanging Gardens. Thereshe wasrecvived by - memphis and 
the priests whom Belshazzar had ordered to recognise him as 
their head for the time being. Belshazzar had also given 
orders that the Queen was to be strictly confined to her own 
apartments, and that not a whisper about the presence of 
iriam was to be allowed to reach her. 
After Miriam's unconscious form had disappearcd 
through the portals of the Temple. sentries were posted 
in accordance with the instructions of {memphis at a dis- 
tance of fifty paces all round the Temple. 5 
No one but the Adept and his iwinisters knew what took 

lace as the still hours of the night passed heaping away, 
bat just as the golden Sanctuary of Bel began to blaze in 
the beams of the newly-risen sun a white-clad_ figure, 
crowned with wreaths of hair which shone like mingled gold 
and flame, stepped alone out of the portal; two white arms 
were raised aloft towards the bright blue sky, a sunray fell 
upon the white loveliness of Miriam’s upturned face, and her 
voice said in clear and yet trembling accents: — 

“TI am alive again! I have been in the Valley of the 
Shadow of Death. How long, 1 wonder, has the world been 
dark tomo? How bright and beautiful it looks, how warm 
and glorions itis! Truly it is a good thing to live and not 
die!” 

CHAPTER XNNIL 
Tue Baxquet or Wir. 
Tne return of Miriam to life and sense without the help 
of Haniel immediately threw Belshazzar into transports of 
delight. When she was taken back to the Palace and stood 
before him and spoke to him, he could have fallen at her 
fect and worshipped _her, and he inatantly gave orders for 
Amemphis to be clothed with a robe of honour anda gold 
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chain to be hung about his neck in token of the royal fav: ur, 
and as a preliminary te the honours to which he was abotut 
to he advanced. 

There was only one tl.ing that made his new happiness 
in any way imperfect. The dread, mingled with dislike, 
which Miriam had exhibited during her last awakening had 
disappeared, but in its placo there had come a chilly indiff- 
erence, a languid carelessness, which disquicted the King 
almost as much as the ether had enraged hin. 

He had questioned Amemphis on this and the Egyptian 
had replied: 

“Lord, thy servant toll thee that he would du that which 
our Mother of I:is permitted him. It is not in man to 
change the love of woman by his will. I knew mony seerets, 
but I do not know how todo that. Only tho lilch Gods 
can change the love that is in the heart of a man vr a maid- 
en; and behold this maiden no longer looks upon my Lord 
with fear, Let him becontent. Let him take her t: wile 


And in answer to this Belshazzar had said : 

“Thy words are wise, Egyptian, and thy rewccd is now 
sure, yet will T take payzent for all that this dauchter of 
a slave hath made me suffer for love of her. 1 have 
humbled myself before her in the sight of uy cwn slaves. 
I, King of Babylon and Lord of all the land of Shinar, 
have knelt at her feet and she hath turned her face aw ay. 
Now, though I love ier as man never yet loved woman, 
1 will humble her so that she shall know me for her lord, and 
before all the princes of Babylon she shall kneel st my feet 
and put her hands on my knees and her head het ween my 
hands, and she shall take me for husband sud lord and 
master, and if she will not, then she shal! know how 
heavy isthe hand of a Lerd of Asshur when his love is 
turned to anger.” 

As soon as he had dismissed Amemphis, Bel-! r gave 
orders for the preparation of a feast to be held in the wreat 
banqueting hall of Nebuchadnezzar, in celebration of his 
marriage with Miriam. It was to be held in thre days’ 
time, and the interval was to be employed in making for 
Miriam the most splendid robes and ornaments that a 
queen of Babylen had ever worn on her marviase day. 

The city was to be deevrated as though fers triumph; 
no ono was to think of the Persians beyond the walls or 
of the searcity or discontent within them. Fer that day at 
least plenty was ty reign and everyone was to rete: ¢, since 
Belshazzar the King had commanded it. 

The bustle of the preparations gave Karfax aad his 
friends the best possible opportunity for completing their 
arrangements for the dethronement of Belshassar and the 
proclamation of Nitocris as Co-Reyent with Cyrus. The 
King had commanded that she should attend tho feast in 
person, and it was intended, after the Palace hid been 
seized and those of the guests who were still loyal to 
Belshazzar had heen overawed or taken prisoners, to rend 
the Proclamation ¢f Cyrus in the bangueting-hail at the 
same moment thes the yates were being cpened to the 
Persian troops. 

Asshad the High: Piiest, with his thousand spies. ad long 
known of the conspiracy, and in its carlicst stages he had 
implored Belshazzar to send its leaders to the stake and 
crush it with a blow. But the besotted King had only 
laughed at him and at Nanit too, and now the conspiracy 
had grown to such formidable numbers and included su 
many men of the highest influence, that neither the priest 
nor the spy dared to denounce them any lonecr. 

Still one hope remained tu those who were loy.d rather 
to the city and the worship of the gods than t. the King, 
and this was tho zrest army which Melzar vas known to be 
leading from the south to engage Cyrus under the walls, 
and so take him between two fires, and on the morning of 
the feast the sentries on the towers of Nimitti-Be! siguailed 
that they had seen the sun shioing on the armour and 
weapons of another host in the rear of the Persian camp 
approaching from the <outh. 

When this good news was brought to BelsLiecur, ha was 
again besought to put off his marringe-feast until he had led 
out the armies ..{ Babylon to meet those of Melzar ant 
Khudur and, after he had svattered the Persiaus from before 
the walls and broken them between his two host, to return 
to celebrate hi- triumph and his marria:e at the same time. 
But io all the uryings «-f these who had remained faithful to 
him he only replied : 

“If Melzar does his duty he will drive this rabble up 
under the walls, and when we have feasted to-vizlit we will 
go out to-morrow and slay them asa sacrifice to the Guds, 
and with my own hands I will offer up Cyrns on the altar of 
Ishtar as athank-offeriny for the blessing that will be mine 
this night.” 

And so the preparations went on, and the Lele. gared city 
made ready to plunge into one last orgie of drunken Inxury 
and evil delights before the hour of its fall sh:wd sound. 
When Nitocriz, who had obeyed the King’s -u:mnons to 
grace the banquet with her p: » With contempt and 
indifference entered the banqueting-hall at the appointed 
hour she started, in spite of all her self-coiimand, and 
turned pale at the ghastly sight which pre-cu‘u:l itself to 
her amazed eyez. 
On a raised platform running across one end «f the vast 
and splendid chamber stood tho royal table vith three 
thrones in the centre of it—one for herself, one ior be!shaz- 
zar and one for Miriam. Running down the body of the 
hall were two other huye tables, round each of which five 
hundred guests were already sitting, waiting fr the coming 
of the King, and on each side of these and down between 
them ran a row of ten gilded and garlanded piilars. 
Behind the royal table at which the King’: favourites, 
and a score or twe of the most beautiful women in his 
harem were already seated, was a great xjuaro portal 
covered by purple hangings. At the appointed moment tho 
golden trampets rang out tho call which heralded the 
roach of royalty. As the ha were drawn aside 

z ndidly attired in festal robes, strode 
slowly on to the dais, leading Miriam by the hind. 

(To bc continued.) 


Then buy this week’s HOME NOTES and profit by its advice. 
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HOME NOTES PAGE. | Ferner atte cece petal tom, | ISOBEL'S PAPER PATTERNS =“ 
A PaGE MORE PartictraR1y FOR LAbiEs. original beauty. (Reply to MorEsBy.) 


ARE THE 
IeonEx will be glad to answer, in this page, esticnsof Never Commence Tvoning se sen ae wT CHEAPEST | THE WORLD. 


general interest upon houschold matters, so Jar as space) i. board the Fe e loth. 
. } , ., a previous week, or your ¢ lothes 
permits. Envelopes should be marked Hong Notes will be « bad colons, 


: . should be boiled in plenty of salted water, 
Oiled Paner * easily made. Brash | sheets Leeks to ve changed 7a hen drain the 
nee i ‘ of paper with boiled oil, aud vegetable very carefully, and serve on toast like 

han them in the air to dry. asparagus, with melted butter poured over. 


i ‘ut it mt t 
To Use up Cold Pork. Srt i mo Stn | The Stains of Iron Rust 0 ee eee 


slices, ft 
sides, and serve on apple sauce. Send a Tittle good by washing the eurface with liydvosloric acid diluted 
gravy to table with this in a tureen. with four parts of water, then washing clean. The acid 
To Cleanse the Sculler y Sink add two | must not touch the hands in this strong solution. 
* table- eae . 
spoonfuls of washing soda to a gallon of Loiling water, The Brilliantine Recipe Ae tad balos 
pone this in at night while the water is still nearly Mix together two drachms of castor oil, six drachms of 
iling. almon oil, a eke ae m rene 
> Gi eci or jockey club, and two drachms of recti spirit. 
Cai ; any Reader Give me ¢ pee ‘P : Shake well, and all will be ready for use. (Reply to 
for Thick Cumberland Sausage? soe. this | E- GB) 


is made of bef, is very savoury, and the meat is Clean your Chamois Gloves like thes. 
coursely cut. Take out the grease spots, by zeae eke ny et os 
tang . ; i ; with cream of tartar. en wash with eoap dissolv 
The Slains on your White Flannel | \ater ty loving the giave fiat ou a} eg 
may be bard to move, but the following method is the | bottom of a dish, and rubbing with a piece of flannel 
best I know of : Mix equal quantities of yolk of ege and dipped in the lather, und afterwards rinse first in warm 
glycerine, apply it to the stains, and allow it to soak for alos then in cold. Dry in the sun or before a. fire. 
half-an-hour or so before the article is washed. (Reply : y : 
(Reply to Harry.) 
tv Liza.) ?P 
Prepare Spinach Juice for Colouring | . The Knack of Poaching Eggs in Balls 
as follows : Tukea good quantity of cleaned wet spinach, | 'S known to all experienced cooks, and the eggs are 
ound it in a mortar to liberate tte juice, wring out the manipulated thus. The water is heated to boiling 
fauor with a strong cloth, place it over a slow fire, and point, and then rapidly stirred till a small whirlpool is 
when just ready to boil remove it at once and strain. produced, in the hollow heart of which maelstrom the 
This thick colouring is what you require for your green eggs are cleverly dropped. The motion of the water 
sunces and soups. (Reply to TOTNES.) sets the white instantly into a circular covering for the 
unbroken yolk. (Reply to TENBY.) 


On account of the enormous size of our paper pattern 
business, we have introduced into our entting department 
all the latest labour-saving appliances known to the 
scientific world, with the resulé that our patterns, which 
are the best in every way, are cul at a minimum cost. 
We are willing that our readers should share in this 
economy, so we offer the patterns at half price, viz.: 
Bodices, 34d. ; Skirts, 44d.; Costumes, 6id.; Coats and 
Skirts, Tid.; etc.,ete. The quality of the patterns is as 
good, or even better than ever. 


To Clean Stoansdoren, a” cal eee 
knead the down in tins till quite clean ; then rinse in 
cold water, with a little blue in it. (Reply J. H. G.) 


A Serviceable Covering for Dining- 
; +, is undyed leather, which is a pretty 
room Chairs shave awd wear improves, rather than 
spoils it, If this is too expensive for you, try corduroy. 
which always looks well, and is easily kept clean with + 
stiff brush. (Reply to H. M. F.) oe ae 

To Waterproof Cloth. sium and sugar of 
lead each half an ounce, and stir them into a gallon of 
rain water; when the mixture is clear, pour off the 
upper liquid ; immerse the cloth in this for twenty-four 
houre, then dry and press it. The cloth will be un- 
injured in colour or texture, and will stand any amount 
of rain to which you are likely to be exposed. (Reply to 
KNUTSFORD.) 


-. Grease a pie-dish, then break into it 
gg Pie. about half as many whole e; as it 
will contain. They should be dropped in carefal ly. 80 as 
not to break the yolks. Then for “ach egg add a teaspoon- 
ful of cream, and one teaspoonful of run butter. Season 
the white pepper, salt, and chopped parsley, also garlic, if 
it be liked. Cover the pie-dish with a top crust, cut 
slits across it and bake at once in a sharp oven. 
Directly the pastry is baked a delicate brown, the 
eggs will be sufficiently cooked, for they should not 
be hard. 

may be 


The Spots on your Faten Coat yemovea 


by rubbing with ammonia and boiling water in equal 
quantities. A tailor once told me that he cleaned all 
cloth but scarlet with this, first trying the effect of it on 
a small piece of the cloth which did not show, Try also 
a paste of fuller’s earth and cold water applied to the 
spots, and brushed off when a If one application is 
not enough, try a second. This is always as safe « 
treatment for delicate colours, as chloroform. (Reply tv 


PEcKHAM.) Break i 1 

Macaroni Cheese. tow Mow’ mak artis 
macaroni, throw it into boiling salted water, and boil 
quickly about forty minutes till quite tender. Drain in 
a colander, dissolve an ounce of butter ina sauce-pan. 
stir with it one ounce of flour and half a pint of milk. 
Take this off the fire, stir in two ounces of Parmesan 
cheese, season with pepper and cayenne, and, if liked, a 
teaspoonful of made mustard; into the sauce stir the 
macaroni, turn it all out on a flat buttered dish, sprinkle 
over two ounces of Parmesan cheese and brown beforc 
the fire, or in a sharp oven. 


If other cheese be used, mix 

fine breadcrumbs with it be- 

fore sprinkling on the top. . 
(Reply to F. M. R. Moxp.) : eras 

i a 


ADVERTISEMENT SCALE. 


Mulled Ale is often asked for at this time of a 

elleG * yenr, and soa moot recipe 1a now Devilled Bloat Pour boiling water over 
in season. ‘Tuke one pint of ale, add to it half a wine- cee ater, two Dloaters, remove tLe 
giass of whisky or gin. Pour both into a clean stew- | skin, split them down the back, and cut ont the fillets ; 
pin, place over a clear fire till it creams, add brown dry them in a cloth, rub the gridiron with mutton suet, 
sugar, grated nutmeg and ginger to taste. Then pour and broil them. Have ready some pieces of hot but- 
in’ cold ale till the whole is nkewarm. Serve in a | tered tozst the size of the fillets, sprinkle them with 
tunkard, with a piece of toasted bread covered with | cayenne, lemon juice. oiled butter, and dry mustard 
brown sugur on the top. mixed together, and place on the toast. Scatter Par- 


- mesan over a'l and make them very hot in the oven. 
Two Cures for Chilblains. fox, the ‘feet 


Serve immediately. 
a week in hot water, which has common salt dissclved 2 - ° This is 
in it, in the proportion of half-a-pint measure of salt to To Clean Hor sehaia Cushions. easil 
a gallon and a half of water. Another treatment is to | done and cheaply too. Dissolve a pennyworth of roc 
cut up two white turnips and put them into a cup with | ammonia in a quart of boiling water. When nearly 
three large spoonfuls of beat lard, then mash all through cold it is ready for use. Dip a stiff brush into the 
nn gieve. Ap ply at night-time spread on pieces of soft water, shake it well, and then with it brush the cushions 
linen. ( Renty to SUFFERER.) with the grain of the material. Care must be taken not 
ELE RG USHER poalot good to uae ae noe tay Lagi wet or it will wrinkle. Dry 
Chocolate Cake. Shatohite, arts ib and'place ee eae y fects se : with a soft linen or silk rag. 
in the = bie to peat through. : Cream oe four ; ye Aa 
ounces of sugar, four ounces of butter, add two beaten e 4 % make a_duaint uddin: 
eggs and the warmed chocolate. Mix a very small tea- G wage) Pancakes course, Prepare the batter 
spoonful of baking-powder with two ounces and a half of | an hour or two before wanted. Put four tablespoonfuls 
dried flour, and add gradually to the other ingredients. | of flour into a basin with a pinch of salt and ao tea- 
Beat all together for ten minutes, pour into a tin lined spe of freshly grated ginger; mix the yolks of 
with greased paper, and bake in a quick oven. This | three eggs, the white of one, and a pint of new milk 
same quantity will make « nice supply of buns ; the tins gradually into it till quite smooth. Just before cookin 
for these should 1e thoroughly greased and the oven | aid two tablespoonfuls of brandy. Fry in the ust 
very hot. way for f cach drain on pene Sift sugar and 
. ‘ squeeze lemon juice on each. roll them up, ‘ 

Yes; to Cleun a Fawn Mackinlosh al aie very hot. : ere 

ome is perfectly possible. Follow the instructions 


below and you will soon have scoured away all To Dye Shin Mats. ee baad cia 


who had found it successful, so I trust it will prove 
what you desire. Buy scme aniline dye from a good 
chemist. and mix with it water according to the 
instructions on its use. Place in a large open vessel so 
that the fluid will be about two inches deep. Take the 


trace of the smuts, ete. First dip the garment in cold, soft 
water, then with a honssonui t's scrubbing brush and 

ellow soap proceed to wash it all over. having spread 
4t out flat on a table. When the dirt is removed dip 
the cloak in repeated waters to rid it of the suds, but 


dor no wing ie Hang nthe arto dy, or na 700m | A s.t Gowan, and daw it throng the dye to | img smtam ver tat wer terion’ = = 4B 8 8 
he removed by scouring-drops or spirits of turpentine ; and fro until it is the required shade. Be careful not | Pan page ‘inside, facing page of matter, either 
bunt common’ soap will perform ah that is necessary to let the skin touch the hot water, or the hair will white paper or 2na or Sra page of cover, or 

elsewhere. the dirtiest parts requiring most scrubbing. come out. Hang the mat in the air to dry. (Reply to bask yogt, per imenetes, es 

Be sure to avoid hot water, and drying near the fire. READER.) bmn cm = = ee ret es 

(Reply to SorLeD FAWN.) Potted Sprate. Wash the fish thoroughly, Sane” 62 2 Ga 8 Maes 

take off the heads and draw | venth page __,, PS ww w 10 00 

——— ——- the small gut. Wash them a second time in salt and | Fromt page, whole a. a» es ~~ wm «20 00 

water, and dry between two clean cloths. Then lay the ” Malt... sore wet imei we BDO OD 

Home & 8 sprats in an earthenware pan with salt, pepper, and a ” Se = = eS ees 

little Poun mace between each lay er, and a few bay All spaces above cnelonlk wipes dargelcl per pase wate, 


leaves between every alternate one, When the pan is map : nae 
* * Cookery. nearly Hew add water ead vinegar (half and half), tie a weet RD Die eRe ee meee 
° i over the to i I: Vlocl ’ r isemeats ae 
Edited by ISOBEL. Die OE ee a aa ee, ang | gubied.toanproval all coy must be sont ta by Noon on Thine. 
fish are taken ont, care should be exercised that pred ee Ne ke cant is Laas biggie pr ca eet 
be enough gravy left to cover the remainder. (Reply to | o% env sdcertisement without prejudice te uthas tecertiesa Gu rite: 
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“They ask: 
‘Have you changed 


your baby?” 


GOOO® 


THE MOST ECONOMIC, CONVENIENT, 
& PORTABLE FORM OF SOUP. 


[AZENBYS 
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“I say: ‘No, but I’ve given her 
Scott's Emulsion.’ ”’ 


cure GRAVY, nf ENN E, ETC) 
) WILLMAKE AY 
[PINT & A HALE 

\> OF STRONG 
NUTRITIOUS SOUP 
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— ELAZENBY& SONL? 8 TrinityS, LONDON SE. 
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BUYS THE BEST FROM ALL COUNTRIES, WHICH 
ACCOUNTS FOR THE LARGE SALE OF 


OLD GOLD 


CIGARETTES 


THEY ARE ONE OF THE FINEST CIGARETTES 
IMPORTED FROM 


EDITH DORA COULSTOCK. 


Of all the remedies given to children, | and strong that the i a hardly believe 
here is none so splendidly adapted to | it to be the same baby. They ask: 
heir complaints as the genuine Scott’s | ‘Have you changed your baby?’ I say: 
tmulsion. There are eo many properties | ‘No, but I’ve given her Scott’s Emul- 
f Scott’s Emulsion which have decidedly | sion,’ which I shall always give her 
beneficial effects upon the growing body, whenever there is anything ailing her, 
hat it is extremely difficult in a fimited for I could never believe anything would 
pace to dwell upon them. It really | make such a change. In conclusion, I 
kes a physician to understand why | can only say that I shall, whenever occa- 
Bcott’s Emulsion has such far-reaching | sion offers, recommend your valuable 
fects. medicine, Scott’s Emulsion.—Believe me, 
The cases where Scott’s Emulsion has | dear sirs, yours truly, - ee 

ransformed sickly babies and children “ (Signed) K.CovLstTock. | 
to perfect types of health are con- We mentioned at the outset of this 
jinually coming to notice. Here is one article the many uses of Scott's Emul- 
here a little baby was wasting anny sion, and we think you will yourself 


ith consumption of the bowels an understand better its scope when we tell 
narasmus, You can read the history of | you that it contains cod-liver oil, hypo- = = : a 
in the following letter : hosphites, and glycerine, 80 perfectly i : —— 
“LV len into a perfect emulsion that it 1s i 9 
ermont Road, New Town, absorbed into the blood almost without i 
| 


“ Rusthall, nr. Tunbridge Wells, any digestive effort. It is so palatable 

“ April 28th, 1698. | that children love the taste of it, and the 

“ Dear Sirs,—1 have much pleasure in | eagerness with which they take Scott’s 
eccommending your valuable medicine. Emulsion speaks volumes in its favour, 
have proved its worth by personal use | as every mother whose children have 
ith my baby, who is now one year and | a natural aversion to medicine will 
wo months old. She seemed to be a admit. Scott's Emulsion nourishes and 
fice baby born, until she was six weeks strengthens babies’ and children, over- 
d, when she had a kind of a fit, and | coming their wasting tendencies when 
Imost ‘After that she | all other remedies prove of no avail. If 

i you have a cg that does not thrive, 


rcame quite a skeleton. We tried every- | even if it the smallest infant, we 
med to do her any good. She was from your nearest chemist, and see for 
asting away with ion of the | yourself the wonderful good it does. 


bwels and marasmus, and wasting of 
body. I resolved to try Scott’s | Emulsion by sending threepence —_— 


mulsion, which, to m: leasure, sta ° 
proved very beneklicl, for the baby beaaead Chemists, 95 Great Saffron Hill, 
t was so very thin has now got so fat | London, E.C., mentioning this paper. 


VARICOSE VEINS. 


—_ 


Every man suffering 
from Varicocele and 


LIEBIC 
COMPANY'S EXTRACT 


YOU ASK; WE'LL 
ANSWER, 


Marinp would know why it is that three men are 
required to garrison each of the lighthouses off this 
island of ours. Apparently his economical mind 
yevolts at this lavish expenditure of men, and he is of 
opinion that, while one man might be lonely at a 
pinch, two would bo quite sufficient to do all that is 
needed. our suggestion has already been 
tried and found wanting. Formerly there were only 
two men to each, but on a certain occasion one of the 
luckless pair—shut off perhaps for months from the 
pohly of communicating with the mainland— 

ied. As frequently happens, no boat could come 
near for some time, during which the survivor was 
obliged to keep the Gecaying body of his comrade 
beside him, since, hud he disposed of it by casting it 
into the sea, he would probably have been charged 
with murder. This condition of affairs nearly drove 
him out of his mind, and the incident in consequence 
led to the present method. 


bicclded of the Outline Competition will appear next 
week. 


Ir appears, in s 


ite of the statement contained in the 
article on “ What Our Brains Cost Us,” that monkeys 
do eat poisonous food sometimes, if the experience of 
a Dundee comes may be taken as an example. 
In this case, while a vessel was at the island of 
Sumatong, a native canoe came off with fruit and a 
dozen monkeys. The ship was being painted at the 
time, and no sooner did the monkeys get on board 
than a discovered and ate a whole pot of green 
paint. a few hours they were dead. 

M. A. H—Louis Quinze is pronounced “Louey 
Kanz.” and Louis Seize is pronounced “ Louey Says.” 
Thanks for your good wishes. 

Tam offering this week a prize for Scotch readers only- 
January 25th will be the anniversary of Robert 
Burns’ birthday, and in order to celebrate it I want 
all my Scotch readers to send in a sentence com 
of the words contained in the titles of six of this 
famous man's poems. You may select any six you 
like, but all the words contained in them must be 
used. The conditions are these: Take a half sheet 
of note-paper, write along the top the titles of the six 
poems; underneath these the sentence you have 
constructed; and, finally, your name and address. 
English, Irish, and Welsh readers must not enter for 
thie competition, and I have means at hand for 
ascertaining whether poepetitors are actually Scots- 
men or Scotswomen. A cheque for Five Guineas will 
be sent to the competitor whose attempt is considered 
best, and a gold-p' pencil-case to each of the next 
best ten. All attempts must reach this office by the 
fires on Monday, January 23rd, addressed to the 

“ ScorrisH EpITor.” 


He wrote from Hull. Of course he did not send his 
name and address. Abandoned criminals of this 
cious class never do. It was not a bomb he 
orwar nor a poem, nor “Let ‘em all come” 
written on tke back of a postcard. It was this: 
A family of three—Mr. Bigger, Mre. Bigger, and baby Bigger. 
Which is the biggest? we yak we 
Pa, of course! he’s far the fork bigger. 
No, that’s wrong. It’s the baby, because it’s a little bigger. 
The father died. Which is the bigger then ? 
Mr. B.—he’s bigger still! 
Of the two who are left, naturally the mother is the biggest, 
because taby’s far the (father)-lczs, 
Will there be any little fatherless baby in Hull 
shortly? That depends upen whether he has a baby or 
not. 
W. N. has a cat which walks in its sleep, and wants to 
know if this is anything extraordinary ?. 
Several instances of somnambulism in animals have 


been by scientific men, who state that 
walking is more likely to occur in sickly, timid, and 
ill.used animals. In one instance u watch-dog was 


observed to prow! about and attack an imaginary 
intruder. There could be no doubt that the dog was 


asleep. 


A WEDDING PRESENT FOR THOSE 
MARRIED IN FEBRUARY. 


Tnose engaged couples who are to be married some time 
@aring the month of February, and who wish to receive a 
gmall wedding present chosen by themselves up to the 
eee od 1, neould write om the beck of & post-card 

4. The reason why they should hare it. 

2. The name and address of the sender. 

2. The name and address of the person to whom 
the sender is engaged. 

3. The date of the wedding. 


T. F. BELL is puzzled by the fact that different 


PEARSON'S WEEKLY. 


“ A FRIEND of mine tells me that there are German 


colonies in South Russia. I say that the Germans 
have no colonies in that country. So there we are, 
and we want you to help us out.” Thus writes 
D. B. Your friend, no doubt, alludes to 
the so-called Memnonite colonies. In 1788 the great 
Russian Empress Catherine invited some Germans of 
Dantzig to oe to Sonth Russia, promising them 
land, religious freedom, and thirty years’ immunity 
from taxation. They went, and founded a colony at 
the junction of the Chortitza with the Dnieper ; they 
did so well that other Germans followed and founded 
another ecttlement on the Molochia. Offshoots of 
both settlements were established farther afield, and 
at the present time these “colonies” are to be found 
far from the original spots. They are subject to 
Russian laws, but still retain their language and form 
of religion. 


THE good people of Oakengates have a very nice town 


clock, but it won't go, and the reason is because it 
isn’t wound, and it isn’t wound because it isn’t paid 
for. All this is explained by the following advertise- 
ment, which appeared in the WELLINGTON JOURNAL 
recently: 

PUBLIC NOTICE, 


OAKENGATES TowN CLOCK. 


Tne Town Crock in the Corrre PArace will CEASE GOING on 
and after December 26th, 1898, and will Remain Stopped 
till paid for. 

J. W. HaRRison, 
Jeweller, 
Oakengates. 


-That’s a bad beginning for the New 
Year, to be sure. 


rs008 
have to alter the focus of field _glasses to enable them 
to ze through the glasses. “I was looking through 
a pair of fiel yiaseen the other day,” he writes, “and 
then a friend torrowed them. He had to alter the 
sight and make it longer before he could see 
distinctly. Now, what I want to know is, who has 
the best eyesight ? ”. Normal-sighted 
people looking at the same object from the same 
distance would all focus the | ro at the same point ; 
that is, if both you and your friend were of 
normal sight, you could both see objects distinctly 
with the glass screwed to the same distance. Short- 
sighted people have the glass screwed up in order to 
see, whereas long-sighted persons need to screw it 
out; that is, in the one case the distance between the 
object glass and the ayepiece of the field glasses 
would be shorter and in the other case it would be 
longer in order to clearly distinguish the object looked 
at. It is ible that neither you nor your friend 
has norma) sight; you may be a little short-sighted 
and he a little long-sighted. In order to settle the 
question, it would be necessary for you both to have 
your eyes examined by an expert. 

BaRBEBR writes to warn me not to strop my razor my- 
self. He thinks that no man who shaves himself 
should attempt to whet the edge of the implement 
a tare for the Pe . “Ido not say this use 
I wish to see all self-shavera give up the practice and 
extend our business,” he continues. “ are some 
men whom I prefer not to shave, they are so fidget; 
and critical. They will rasp their own faces cad 


e from the operation with a countenance 
resembling scored pork, und will not utter a word; 
but if the barber’s razor touches them they will goon 


at a fine rate. I wish to point out that nine men out 
of ten don’t know how to strop a razor and usually 
make it worse. They should uee it as long as they 
can, and then ask their barber to strop it when they 
have their hair cut.” Self-shavers, please note. 

THE gentleman who suggested an alteration in the 
colour of the cover and type of Pearson’s Weekly has 
again written to me, and further pointe out that I 
made a big mistake when I “commenced the name of 
my paper with ‘pear,’ as pear suggests ‘ spinning- 
top,’ and spinning-top suggests a ‘turn,’ and if a 
man szes a turn, or a wheel ing, unconscious]: 
that man will turn his head.” From that 
take it that whenever a man reads the title Pearson's 
Weekly on a bookstall he immediately turns his head 
away. If anything is going to turn a man’s head in 
connection with P.W. it is the receipt of a cheque for 
£25 in connection with our Distribution Scheme— 
but pears, spinning-tops, turning wheels—gracious! 

O’BLEEx’s letter is rathera sad one. He is afflicted 
with a squint, which has caused him untold misery all 
his life. “ I suffered at school o to 

wit 


it would fill a 


but 
to him, and 


opticians statement 
made that twenty-five per cent. of all the 
a oe for 

ve a newly 
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“latent squint.” They equint in their sleep. 
Owing to an unevenness in the strength of the eye 
m , the eye, when it is relaxed, goes to onze 
side or the other, instead ‘of remaining perfectly even 
asit should. This does not happen in the daytime, 
because the eye, by an effort, overcomes the tendency, 
but this causes an injurious strain on certain muscles. 
A machine has been invented which discovers 
this affection as certainly as the Réntgen 
rays inform you whether you have swallowed 
your teeth or not. So now all 
the squinting man has to do is to carry one of these 
machines around with him, and when a funny man 
annoys him he need only lead tho jester into a quict 
corner, apply the test, and ten to one discover that 
his tormentor is himself suffering in the same way. 
So take heart, O’Bleek. _I know for a fact that one 
of the richest men we have suffers from a similar 
trouble with the eyes, which, however, does not seem 
to have affected his business capabilities. 


Constant READER.—(1) Dabbling the nose with diluted 
spirits of camphor just before going to bed will fade 
out the redness. Dabbling the nose with undiluted 
spiritus frumenti is excellent for giving colour to that 
organ. (2) Working between coat should be avoided. 

MumMeEr’s letter is quite a tirade against“ the incon- 
sequent fooling which—disguised as ‘ pantomime ’— 
desecrates a number of the English theatres for 
some months about Christmas time. These perform- 
ances,” he says, “are quite unsuited to the children 
for whose especial benefit they are supposed to exist ; 
while, by diverting huge sums of money from the 
more serious productions which they replace, they do 
enormous damage to the cause of dramatic art.” 
cumluinh tak Tore there is sracho sents in your 
comp! , but you are wrong in your last para: b. 
At the approach of the tative season Sect va 
sup you devote your obvious talents for agitation 
to the entrapment of a snug billet with a solid panto- 
mime syndicate, say as Principal Demon, or Big Head, 
or what not, and you will find that all your sympathies 
are on the side of preserving these interesting relics 
of the Drama’s very beginnings. 

P.—The first phonographs thet were made were unable 
to raproduce the sounds of “s” and “ee,” so that 
such a word as “ see” was entirely lost. 

T. Y. thinks that something more should be done to 
stop be from’ knocking at our doors for alms. 
“T live in a street where these gentry are constant] 
calling upon us in this way,” he complains, “and myn 
gives out no end of ies because she is afraid of 
violence. When she is in the midst of some work, 
there is a knock; she leaves her work, throws off her 
apron, and goes to the door to find—a !t 
thought of having a chain on the door, so that she 
could open it just enough to see who is there, but 
economy of space is a fai on'the part of the 
modern builder, and there is so little door-post on 
that side that the thing won’t work. If I give notice 
to the police, the Reeencs of a constable may scare 
them for a time, but the authorities won't give our 
street a policeman all to itself for that purpose. I 
think the pinishment should be more severe—why 
not go back to the old system?” ach 
Reop. are certainly a trouble, but the matter is a 

ifficult Segall deal with. esny of then are not 
one ly, as they offer thi for sale; 
and canvassers of various kinds an as much 
trouble as beggars in many neighbourhoods. Your 
wife should resolutely refuse to give, and you would 
probably find the nuisance abate, for vagrants com- 
municate with each other. As to the old style, the 
egancy Laws in force in 1744 would not be toler- 
ated now. | When a man was caught ing, he was 
whipped till the blood ran, then walked from parish 
to parish till he came to the place where he was born. 

Six persons were hanged ther in one small town 

one September morning about that time for the 

terrible crime of begging. 
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ALL POST FREE. 
Offices: Henrietta Street, London, W.C. 
Registered Telegraphic Addrese— 
“Humovursome, Lonpon.” 


Messve, R. 4. THOMPSON & Co. are our ia 
Pitt Strect), Melbourne , Little eset Wy ate ee ‘atest 


Adelaide Kin 
Street). ahd . = 


WA on! oly: so aed at Neal's Library, 248 Rue Rivoli, and 


“Printed and Published by C. Anruun Psanson at Pearson's 
Weakly Duibdings, Henriette Street, London, W.C, 


“3 HAVE SEEN IT IN P.W., AND HAVE FOUND IT SO.” 


Al) attempts should reach the “ Weppine Present” 
Baditor by Monday, January 
We offer at intervals a similar prize to other folk 
who are to get married in March and the subsequent 
ughout the year. 
f Toa BETS st ‘eeandiasieal oe en attendee . 
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who woula be without a 


iste STAND 


Soll bronzed, very durable, 


3 


baie, 


bes ENDING 


aves 


a ‘PECIAL BARGAIN BUNDLES, 


iach Parcel will cootain only Reliable Goods and in Perfect 


Parcel post free, 
three for 86. Carriage Paid. 

al ford utilogue A, Post 
ow Band lustruments, 
{ Rf unge, Strang, «&e, 


Jeseph Riley & Sons, 


Constitution Hill, 
Birmingham. 


NO MORE READY-MADE CLOTHING. 


5 ELDON ST., LIV 
to Rouse ot Dead 


wing to the mildness of the Autumn Season we have 
nil. 


UAaING THE CONTINUANCE OF OUR 


11, 1899. 


Serre 


RINGS usATION 


Without doubt our 


.NNUAL CLEARANCE SALE 


quite A SPRING SENSATION to those who are wise 


enough to participate in its benefits. 


‘cowoaresaressseasessistreasiasssssrees 


a heavy stock of 
“hese are offered at prices that cannot fail to meet with i speedy clearance. 


- have nade HEAVY REDUCTIONS IN EVERY DEPARTMENS and invite all readers 


.! tora range of patterns and Sale Price List, which we send Post Free, 
. «s Materials from Sd. to 2s. 4d., Mantlings from 2s. 1d. to 3s. 6d., Suitings from 
os. dd, Calico from 24d., Flannelette from 34d., Flannel from 7d., Prints from 33d., 
ins 33. to 148. 3d., Blan’ ets, 5s. to 17s. bd., Sheets Ze. Sd. to 1I1s., ‘Quilts 2s. 10d. to 

\prons, Underclothing, Corsets, Knickers, Curtains, ‘towels, Table Covers, &c., &c., 


1 variety at lowest prices. ALL PARCELS CARRIAGE PAID. 


THIS 


Patterns and 
ANNUAL SALE, i 899, together with Sale 
WE SHALL PUT UP List, are sent Post 


AS UNDER: 


Condit.on. 


NO MORE ROUND SHOULDERS “®t 


Wear the New 
Shouider 
Perfect Brace Made. 
Prevents anyone becoming 
Stocped or and Shouldered 
ALL si7ts: Men's and 
We men’s, Bin. to 42in., 


3/9 per 
Boys'and Giris’,20 
per rife 
Bend Chest Measure 
, , and Amount in Postal 
‘Order, and we will send 
them Post Paid. 


nd Portable, Sqnare legs 


. Two for 5/9, 


Tobace niece COMBE IEE: See 
Lild. Guide (238 pages), % How 
to open_a cigar « a “£9 wo 

2.000. Outhitting 
x Jom. “ih 
jar; und original house (30 
yrs. reputation). Mer..H. Myers. 


£20 


Be urdrexsers Stted 
. Estinates free. 


See — 


FRY 


AO LAG 


f"“GUVMIMED EDGE | 


[ 
. ! 
A 
SumTs™ Ha" 21/-| REVOLUTION IN 
TROUSERS “6 -l Giearette Paper 
Patterns and Self-measnve- Rooks 


7 EACH LEAF READY ny TO HAND FOR USE. 
AT ALL TOBACCONISTS. 


WINTER 
OVERCOATS. | 


Made to Measure from 


f 


ment Form Post Free 
anywhere. 


3 PERFECT FIT CUARANTEED | 
Boys’ and Juvenile Cloth- 
ing. Ilinstrated Catalogue 
Post Free. Astounding 
Value in the Department. 


BAKER BR0S., 


holesale Tailors (DEPT. B). 
ERPOOL s LOREEN, £6. EC. 
° measured 2 orolook. 


CHEERFUL WINTER EVENINGS. 


PBELL’S Gold Medal 
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Celestial 


Mal+ 
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ingredients, 
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KEATINGS 
LOZENGES 
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Ce CO, 
ROAT Winevelee 
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REST 


Sold everywhere in 1/1) Tins. 


BE WITHOUT ONE 
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st9 AK 
ee 


Ne 
we 

for the amount. 

Britain & Ireland. 


STIMONIALS. 
3 mpion Mel slodeon Player 
Irelat nl Wiles, says:  Camp- 
lodeuns are the Finest Mnetraments 
that have ever my touch, and they only 
fre 6 trint ¢ aivertise themacives.”’ 
Il lovers of music ahould at once send 
— a New Illustrated Privilege Pri 
eee of tone! Instruments for DO 
< sent ‘co ae Send Per 
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Dress Goods 


DO NOT MISS 


‘OPPORTUNITY! 


Price List 


and need not be returned, 
For excellence of produc- 

tion our name is well-known 

throughout the country and 


THE BEST WINTER SWEET. . . 
USED IN THE ROYAL HOUSEHOLD. 


At Court and Cottage for nearly 20 Years, 
SKUSE'S HERBAL TABLETE have been 


BabMor ai. Cast 
Lege 


\ Pabace. 

SKUSE oblige by sending at once S boxes of 
L Tablets. 
Hotsr oF Commons 

Thanks for Merial Tablets, enclosed is boa 


Euclosed is 6/9. 
Herbal Tablets, and m.o% oblige, yours tru 


These Famous Tablets are prepared from a Sees tne ee Aamteteior lived 

the finest Aniseed, Horehound, Colts- 11 SONGS OF SCOTLAND witht 

foot, Cassia, &c. Are used and recom- OP hs eretioy SNe aihs or Ueto See Cn UADET 
mended by Physicians everywhere. REBLS. STRATHSP?: ‘¥ 8. 

Sold by Stores, Chemists and Confectioners. GENEFAL, DANCE MUFI pane kalled 


3 oz. (/ever top) Canisters, 3d. 
1 ounce Tins, 1c. 
The laryer packages, being airtight, are specially 


E. SKUSE, Ashmore Works, LONDON, W. 
THE SWEETS PAR EXCELLENCE. 


DEVONA. chith, Is, either in Bul-fa or Old Notation. (with ee ra of the pon 
successful romedy cvor 
with fees clotted Cream | The untine ard | ALLAN’S GUIDE TO THE BALL-ROOM[{ coverca for thie distressing 


CHOCOLATE DEVONA. 


This is Chocolete in its mest delicious fore: ase® 


oe iMAZ-1-VONA.”* 


A aweetmeat a la Frane eae 
and rare fragrance. 


ks, LO Ww oon a we E. 
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Pag Thoroughly Bxperienced Tutor. 
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ALENTO INE. 


NOMN-ALCOHOLIC. 


Containing invaluable Dietetic. Stimulating, and Sustaining Properties never betore 

combined in any beverage, andl certitied “by the Highest Scientific «ui Medical 

Authorities to he the Monarch of all) Health Restoring and Preserving 
Table Drinks. 


A Boon for the CYCLIST, the TENNIS COURT, the CRICKET 
FIELD, the GOLF LINKS, the SICK ROOM, and tor every Table. 


A PERFECT 


Grape Champagne 


AT THE PRICE OF AERATED WATERS. 


In Quarts, Pints, and Half-pints, from all Wisk Menecnasrs, Giocens, Sie 
Cremists, Horkis, aud Rerresument Bars at popular prices. 


Patentees & Sole Makers : THE LONDON HYGIENIC WINE CO., FULHAM. LONDON, 4.w. 


tes, 


suaaeinte DIRECT FROM THE PATENTEE & SOLE MANUFACTURER TO THE CUSTOMER AT WHOLESALE PRICES. 


cop ote or.{ THE WONDERFUL ORCHESTRAL ORGANETTE. 
SMF SPECIAL OFFER. A FOUR CUINEA ORCANETTE FOR 35s. 
DEVON- Wyn ech . ig Orchestral Orgunette (« ‘ 
SHIRE mocks ane : “ae in organ vies pepe ae 


PULL 125 ‘AMERICAN ORGAN RbED 
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Free, 
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“! No. 2. Mantles. eo ee Colonies and Foreign - , RA. our regulon price ne i Het 4 1" 
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‘No. 3, Suitings Countries. thie 
F By Royal Letters Patent, van 
1 No. 4. Calico, Flannelette, and Shirting (assorted). ss 4 MERE CHILD CAN PLAY IT. : 
No. 5. Blouse Materials, Stripes, Tartans, &c. WRITE AT ONCE 2a eR Le Sen ate Selene etter Crna. Cheque, oF Mone 
No. 6, Flannels and Shirtings. AND SECURE COUPON =. Bay cairo | cart cf ine Unica Kingdom anriars par 
No. 7. —_— Under-Bodices, Vests, Handkerchiefs, SOME GENUINE furwards thir ver eicalars ont ans where tree. Vial aan 
Stockings, &c. REGULAR PRICE, £4 4. 5.'M. DRA DED TO FORKIGN CUSTOME aN. 
Gent.’s Collars, Ties, Braces, Cuffs, and Socks. BARGAINS. REDUCED FRICKE, £1 le: J Si RBTE Oe in aK, Ny fad 
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FCRTY-FOUR BARRACKS. 
53 Cepar Street, Herur, MANCHESTER, 
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AEPARATUS co. dress. Orders over) 10- 
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126 to 129 HOLBORN. E. c. 
HAVE YOU A COLD? 


DR. MACKENZIE'S 
CATARRH CURB 


$ WELCING | BOT rex 
. ZA 


Has now come. A post-card 
tou W. PRETTY & SON, 
Ipswich, will bring an Mlus- 
trated Rooklet telling all 
ubout their Corsst 


A UNIQUE FREE GIFT 


Axan advertisement for 


‘Consuelo “rand Gigarettes 


“Phe Cigarette Par Ex 
‘fobacconis Tins +f 5O, 
GIPT wri 
der will be wi 
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MACK: 


nee NEURALCIA 


welcome. 
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tanupes and begs Mr. SKUSE to send 
Aberdeenshire. 


Relief Boon as Applied. 
In b ttles, As. Lid, all Chemists, 

or Poat Free from 

Mr. A. Robinson, Ks. 

L.D.S., Eng.. SCRGLON DENTIST 

mour St. Live 1 


lets to Balinoral Castle, 


Keiwatny, 449, | ,COULTHURST BROS. (Dept. P. 


4@ Duke Street, Cnaring Cross, W. 
i ea nd 


A MUSICAL TREAT. 


SCOTTISH SONGS (s1fa and Old 


Yours ieee AS, 


Viease send at 


ALL PERSONS SUFFERING FROM 
EPILEPSY should send name 
and address to JAMES OSBORNE 
Medical Pharmacy, ASH BOURNE 
Oerbyshire, who will forward, 
free of charge, full particulars 


MORVAN COLL*CTION OF SCOTTISH 
SONGS. Six Parts Now Ready. ts. cach part 
pap 7 covers. In eloth, 2<, cflf edger. 

MONSTER COLLECTION FOR MBLO- 
DEON iin Solta cnd Old Notation), contains 
Instructions, & 2 utd Dunes Music. Jargeat 
collection publishe Ve 

NGS. 


22 SCOTTISH 


revommended. 


In paper covers, Ad. ; 


pestucing ao fragranes: hitherty ute 


atta! 


Sent to all parts of 
: the world. 
MOZART ALLAN, 70 Sth. Portiand § St..GLASGOW. 


Pianos! Pianos ! Pianos! 


per Cent. Saved by Purchasing from the Absolute Manufacturers. 
Every” Plano Guaranteed for 20 20 Years from £15 10s. Cash (usually 
sold retail at £31). 
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SAVE YOUR MONEY by 
Trading Direct. Pian at 
Wholesale Prices direct: from the 
Factovy by the leading and Well- 
known Firm of 


E. BISHOP & SONS LTD., 
Belmont Street, 
Chalk Farm, LONDON, N.W. 


D-signs of Highest 
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packed and dslivered to any part of 

e. BISHOP & SONS Lid. Head tier 
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Leading International 
Exhibitions. 
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Why not have Value for Money? 
MITCHELL'S 


GOLD MEDAL 


“PRIZE CROP” 


Choice Virginia 


CIGARETTES, 


fe 


; Never Fails. 
Established 
24 YEARS. . 
Have you a Cough? 


A DOSE WILL RELIEVE IT. 


Have you a Cold ? 
A DOSE AT BEDTIME WILL BEMOVE IT. 
Try it alsa for 


Bronchitis, Asthma, Influenza, 
Whooping-Cough, Consumption. 


WeicHT = | D. VALUE WEN YOU ASK For 
FOR} PER 4 Z | r e 
MONEY. WEIGHT. 


rant tiates: 
sepredt eat tert tel feat etttalt1sS tats tales tiaasead lasses GIagI as PICT iat) 


“WORTH A GUINEA A BOX.” 


ERTLLOS 
BILIOUS & NERVOUS DISORDERS, 


Sick Headache, Constipation, 
Wreak Stomach, Impaired Digestion, 
Disordered Liver, and “Female Ailments, 

———" in" Boxes 1s. 13d., and 2s. Oda. each, with full directions. 

THE 1s. ltd. BOX CONTAINS 56 PILLS. 
THE SALE IS NOW SIX MILLION BOXES YEARLY. 


~~ Prepared only y by the Proprietor— 
THOMAS ZREECHAM, ST. HELENS, LANCASHIRE. 


by a Druggiets and Eaten Mudiciee Dealer: Everywhere. 


[Do You Want —— 
a Good Complexion? 


If sowe can only advise you to use LILLIE POWDER, the new medicinal 
face powder manufactured under the supervision of Her Majesty’s 
Perruquier, Mr. W. Clarkson, from the original Recipe invented by 
Mrs. Langtry. The best Remedy for RED FACES, BLOTCHES, GREASY 
SKINS, and indeed, ALL ailments of the Skin. Try it once, and you will 
always use it. If you go to a Chemist or elsewhere for it, be sure it bears this 
label, and refuse it if it doesn’t. Order it direct if there is any difficulty. 


. HUNDREDS OF TESTIMONIALS, 
Most Exquisite : H 


“1 think your new Lillie Powder most exquisite.-—ADELINA PATTI. 


The verk. Best: 


hink your new Lillie Powder is quite the very best, and you may he pleased to know I have used it ever 
since I first went on the stage.”--ELLALINE TERRISS. 


Most Beneficial: - : 


“ Lillie Powder is most beneficial to the skin, and I shall always use it."—PHYLLIS BROUGHTON. 


The Nicest: 


“Lillie Powder is the nicest I have ever used.”—CISSIE LOFTUS. 


Delicious: 
“I find it delicious, and never use any other.”—LETTY LIND. 


SEND FOR IT AT ONCE. 


——— 


© THREE TINTS—WHITE, PLESH-COLOUR, and CREAM. To be had of all the best Chemists and Hairdressers. 
PRICE ONE SHILLING. BY POST, 1s. 2d. 


THE LILLIE SYNDICATE (P.W. Dept.), 3HENRIETTA STREET, STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 


“T have much, pleasure in testifyina ‘ta the iyscbche cy of your Lung 


Tome. Tira small bottles ¢ ured meof avery 4 bad ¢ ough, from which 

1 — suffered for a long time.”--F. BR. M., Mar'et Place, Wisbech, 
“Tam more than thankju' for the relief L hare obfaucd from your 

Lung Tonic, A few doses entirely ¢ cared da nasty bronchial cough from 


whieh I had been suffering for several weeks, Ll shall certainty revom- 
mend it to wy brother aad’ sister cishbes: *—KATE TOULE, Empire 
Palace, Belfast. 


Prepared by 
W T. OWBRIDGE, Chemist, Hull. 


Sold everywhere in bottles, at 1s. 13d., 
ue. Od, 48. 6d., and 11s. 
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